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29th May 2019 
 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Animal Welfare Regulation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to you today to oppose some of the new standards proposed in the Draft Standards and 
Guidelines for the Health and Welfare of Dogs in WA, specifically those outlined below; 

The flat ban on prong collars  
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog. 
 
The adjustments to the accepted method of use of Electronic Collars, points (a) & (b) 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the 
generally accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the 
generally accepted method of use includes: 
(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other 
training techniques to modify behaviour and these have not been 
effective; 
(b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog 
and reasonably believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic  
collar. 

Having a German Shepherd Dog, there is already the misconception of a somewhat more high 
energy dog, and while my dog is gentle, he did/and is currently working through issues of reactivity 
to other high energy dogs and pulling on his lead, which when using a flat collar would end up 
severely trying to choke himself.  With the correct tools (prong collar) and training provided by The 
Holistic Hound Dog Trainer, I have found him transform into a more pleasant and easier to train dog.  
Ensuring the correct and gentle techniques are used, I can easily keep him under control, while us 
both enjoying our walks and socialising out in public.   

By using a prong collar, and potentially using an electronic, my dog is well mannered when out in 
public.  My main issue with the abovementioned points is that taking away these tools will essentially 
inhibit my confidence and control of my dog while out.  I have trained at the German Shepherd Club 
but stopped due to his unpredictability when around other animals.  With Lauren’s assistance and 
guidance with using the Prong Collar, I have gained my confidence and provided my dog with a 
higher quality of life by being able to go out in public and improved walks.  As for the use of an e-
collar, I have only trained with it once, but saw improvement even further than the prong collar use 
and are looking to use one, with training and guidance from Lauren in the future.  I don’t believe 
having a veterinarian examine my dog will assist in this assessment as when he is around people he 
is usually very well behaved, to get proper views of how he reacts, he needs to be out in a public 
space with other high energy dogs around him. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would be happy to substantiate the above 
information by answering any questions or submit further if needed as I feel so strongly about this 
cause.  



Jessica Wegert  
  

  
 
 
	  

 
Kind Regards,  
Jessica Wegert  

Client of  
The Holistic Hound Dog Training 
Lauren Maslen (Owner-Operator)  

 
ABN: 38 322 407 514 

 


