
 

In summer, watch out for these livestock diseases: 

Disease Typical history and signs 

Bovine 

anaemia due 

to Theileria 

orientalis 

group 

(BATOG) 

 

 BATOG occurs in cattle in the southern areas of WA where the bush tick, Haemaphysalis 
longicornis, is found. Infected ticks will spread the blood parasite Theileria orientalis. 

 Signs of BATOG include anaemia, abortion, yellow mucous membranes, laboured 
breathing, weakness, collapse. Signs are more severe when animals are infected during 
stressful periods. 

 The disease may cause deaths in young stock. However, healthy young stock that 
become infected may develop immunity but continue to carry the parasite. Disease signs 
may never develop in these animals. 

 There is no specific treatment for BATOG, but your vet can assist with supportive care. It 
is recommended that animals suspected of having BATOG be tested as it may not be 
BATOG that is causing the illness. 

 Some disease investigations can be subsidised by the SDI program – contact your 
private vet or DPIRD field vet for information. 

Kikuyu 

poisoning 

 Kikuyu normally grows spring-autumn and can provide valuable summer feed, however 
poisoning can occur under certain conditions. 

 A long dry spell followed by heavy summer rain can cause rapid grass growth and lush 
paddocks ungrazed prior to rain may pose the biggest risk. 

 Signs may include unusual vocalisation, bloating, drooling, lack of coordination, lying 
down, reluctance to move and sham drinking. 

 Moving animals immediately off the affected paddock and providing access to good 
quality feed and water may alleviate signs. 

 A confirmed case of poisoning in cattle in the Great Southern occurred in January with 
several reports of cattle losses with similar signs. 

 Always report animals with drooling or mouth ulcers to your private vet or a DPIRD vet as 
some exotic diseases such as foot-and-mouth disease can cause similar signs.  

 Sudden death cases may also be eligible for subsidised investigations. Ask your vet for 
details. 

 Read more on the kikuyu webpage. 

Water quality 

issues 

 Water quality can be reduced where the salinity is excessive due to evaporation over 
summer.   

 When the water temperature increases in summer, water points can become toxic from 
blue-green algae.  

 Water heavily contaminated with organic matter can result in botulism in cattle or 
salmonellosis in sheep. 

 Stock may refuse to drink poor-quality water or drink a reduced amount, which reduces 
feed intake and growth rate.  

 Regularly check water points to ensure pipes and nozzles have not become blocked and 
that water quality has not deteriorated. Read more about water quality for livestock 
including guidelines for water salinity by species and water testing. 
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https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/information-veterinarians-subsidised-disease-investigation-pilot-program
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/livestock-biosecurity-program-contacts
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/livestock-biosecurity-program-contacts
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/foot-and-mouth-disease-recognise-and-report-signs
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/kikuyu-poisoning-livestock
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/botulism-cattle?nopaging=1
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/salmonellosis-sheep
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/water-quality-livestock?nopaging=1


  

Fig 1: Recorded sites of 
Crotalaria in WA 
Used with permission of WA 
Herbarium, DBCA, Dec 2017.  
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/br
owse/map/21554 
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/br

Recent livestock disease cases in WA 

Hendra virus ruled out in a horse in the Pilbara  

 An eight-year-old horse was behaving unusually, initially by running 
away, and later by pressing its head against objects, becoming 
uncoordinated, lethargic, lying down and had a very fast heart rate. 

 Other horses on the property did not have similar disease signs. 
 Blood testing indicated liver damage.  
 As the disease signs were similar to reportable diseases affecting 

horses, Hendra virus and equine encephalomyelitis viruses were 
tested for at the Department’s Diagnostic Laboratory Services (DDLS) 
and Australian Animal Health Laboratory. Testing showed none of 
these diseases were present.  

 The liver disease and grazing history were consistent with pyrrolizidine 

alkaloid (PA) poisoning (Kimberley walkabout disease) and this is 
thought to be the most likely cause of the disease in this horse. 

 Grazing Crotalaria spp. is a well-known cause of PA toxicity in 
livestock. See Fig 1 for Crotalaria distribution in WA. 

 

African/classical swine fever ruled out in pig at abattoir 

 A grower pig going to slaughter at abattoir was found to have kidney 
haemorrhages and samples were submitted to DDLS for 
investigation to rule out the exotic diseases African swine fever 
(ASF) and classical swine fever (CSF). 

 ASF and CSF are highly contagious viral diseases of pigs that can 
cause high numbers of deaths. These diseases are exotic to Australia, which provides a market advantage. 

 In the severe form, disease signs include fever, loss of appetite, skin reddening, blue extremities, coughing, 
laboured breathing, diarrhoea, abortions and sudden death. The disease may be milder and changes to the 
kidneys and tonsils may be seen at abattoir.  

 ASF and CSF could enter WA pig populations by feeding illegally imported pig meat or products to pigs 
(swill feeding), which then become infected and rapidly spread the disease. 

 If you see pigs with similar disease signs, contact the Emergency Animal Disease hotline on 1800 675 888. 
 In this case, ASF and CSF tests were negative. Porcine circovirus associated disease (porcine dermatitis 

and nephropathy syndrome) was identified as the cause of the kidney disease.  
 Read more on Classical swine fever and African swine fever. 

Be aware of melioidosis potential after heavy rain 

Following recent rainfall across the state, DPIRD encourages producers to monitor for potential cases of melioidosis 

in animals. Melioidosis is a disease caused by the soil-borne bacterium, Burkholderia pseudomallei, which can 
affect animals and people. 

Melioidosis is most likely to occur following heavy rainfall and/or when soil has been disturbed. Melioidosis is 
endemic across northern Australia and is occasionally diagnosed in animals in WA, mostly in the Gidgegannup, 
Chittering, and Toodyay areas and the Kimberley.  

Melioidosis can infect a wide range of animals, including mammals, birds, reptiles and fish. The signs of melioidosis 
vary depending on the species, but generally include depression, fever, weight loss, respiratory signs, lameness 
and swelling of the joints and potentially death. While the risk of transmission of melioidosis from animals to people 
is considered low, personal protective equipment should be worn to prevent droplet or respiratory infection when 
dealing with suspect cases. Most cases of human infection occur through exposure to soil and water. 

If you see signs of disease in animals that could be melioidosis, please contact your DPIRD Field Veterinary 
Officer. For more information about melioidosis, see agric.wa.gov.au and search ‘melioidosis’. 

Protect WA’s livestock markets – call a vet when animals are sick 

To provide feedback or to subscribe to the monthly email newsletter,  
WA livestock disease outlook, email waldo@agric.wa.gov.au 

 

Disclaimer: The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
and the State of Western Australia accept no responsibility whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise 

arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/reportable-animal-diseases
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/hendra-virus-managing-risk-western-australia
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/ddls-animal-pathology-laboratory-services
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/news/media-releases/keep-watch-rattlepod-plants-kimberley
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/ddls-animal-pathology-laboratory-services
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/pig-feed-why-it-illegal-feed-food-scraps-swill-pigs
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/swine-fever-classical-and-african
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/livestock-biosecurity-program-contacts
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/livestock-biosecurity-program-contacts
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/melioidosis-animals
mailto:waldo@agric.wa.gov.au

