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Researchers and supervisors from Western 
Australian Universities are invited to apply for WA 
Sheep Industry Scholarships

The WA Sheep Industry Scholarship Program is 
designed to support and encourage individuals 
who wish to pursue further study by addressing 
key industry questions relevant to the sheep 
industry supply chain in Western Australia. Overall 
the program is about building capacity and giving 
the student an appreciation and awareness of the 
industry. Any immediate industry-ready outcome 
from any research study is not essential.

The program offers financial support for eligible 
research as follows:

• up to $5000 for Honours (stipend) plus 
negotiable levels of operating

• fortnightly payments at the rate of  
$38 000 per annum for
◦	 two	years	for	Masters	and	negotiable	

levels of operating;
◦	 three	years	for	PhD	with	the	possibility	

of extension, plus negotiable levels of 
operating.

SIBI’s	contribution	towards	PhD	project 
scholarships may be part of funding mix.

Timeline and support: This is an open call 
for applications for SIBI research scholarships 
from	July	2017	to	March	2018	and	are	to	be	
used as operating costs and stipend. Beyond 
this period it is expected the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development 
will continue to contribute in-kind through 
technical supervision and monitoring progress 
of the research. The department will also offer 
support	via	field	sites,	office	space,	equipment,	
conference attendance, travel, computers, 
software, industry networks and general support.

Through the department’s sheep industry 
engagement activities researchers will also have 
the opportunity to network and share ideas with 
industry peers and experts.

Scholarship program overview 

Key funding sources	for	PhD	scholarships	
may	also	include	Meat	Livestock	Australia	
Donor	Company	(MLADC);	Australian	Wool	
Education Trust (AWET) and University Australian 
Postgraduate Awards (APA). Prospective 
researchers and supervisors are encouraged to 
work together on presenting their ideas using 
the	application	form	provided.	Dependant	on	
the research topic and level of proposed study 
the department will determine the best mix of 
contributions	through	industry	partners	MLADC	 
and AWET.

The following are proposed research topic 
areas	identified	as	relevant	to	the	WA	sheep	
industry supply chain:

1. Improving reproduction, lamb survival, growth 
and performance 

2. Using sensors to detect date of conception and 
birth, growth and performance of lambs

3. Use	of	economic	modelling	(MIDAS)	to	explore	
opportunities to add value along the supply 
chain, and improve decision making using new 
business models

4. Desk-top	studies	on	adaptive	enterprises	
and grazing management strategies to the 
changing rainfall patterns of south  
western Australia

5. Steps towards the development of algorithms 
and analytics to interpret proximity and activity 
data from livestock sensors



SIBI outcomes:

1. To support the establishment of 
dedicated export supply chains that 
offer the level and consistency of 
returns needed to restore confidence in 
the industry.

2. To increase the on-farm productivity 
of market-preferred products, through 
better genetic selection and higher 
stocking and reproductive rates.

3. To improve business performance by 
improving farm business and  
production skills.

4. To increase access to investment, both 
from within and outside of the industry, 
as a result of increased confidence 
among investors and more attractive 
business models.

5. To establish the human and physical 
resources needed to research, develop 
and demonstrate the elements required 
to achieve success in the industry 
and the means of sustaining those 
resources into the future.

6. Use of sensors for on-farm sheep health  
decisions and to detect stock movement (theft, 
dog attacks etc.)

7. Assessment of the impact on the WA sheep 
industry	of	outcomes	from	the	project	Market	and	
Consumer	Insights	to	Drive	Food	Value	Chain	
Innovation and Growth

8. Barriers to the adoption of new business models 
in the sheep industry

9. Business opportunities for development of  
long-term trade with Asian markets, taking into 
account	findings	from	the	Asian	Market	 
Success	project.	

Alternative topics to those above will be considered 
provided they are accessed as relevant to the  
SIBI outcomes.

Application process: Researchers and supervisors 
from Western Australian Universities are encouraged 
to work together using the application form attached. 
Applications need to be aligned to at least one of the 
SIBI outcomes and will be assessed on their  
own merit.

1. Honours	and	Masters	Projects: Once the 
successful	Honours	and	Masters	Projects	
have been informed funding arrangements and 
administration will be established through the 
participating institution. 

2. PhD	Projects:	Once	successful	PhD	Projects	have	
been informed a partnership agreement between 
the University institutions and the department 
will be established to manage the administration. 
Student allocations will be based on annual 
milestones achievements.

About Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and SIBI

The	initiative	is	part	of	the	department’s	SIBI	project,	which	aims	to	support	the	sheep	industry	to	capitalise	
on growing markets for sheep products.

SIBI assists the industry to build capacity to supply new markets for sheep meat and live exports, particularly 
in	nearby	Asia	and	the	Middle	East,	generating	flow	on	benefits	to	producers,	industry,	the	regions,	
communities and the state economy. 

The	project	recognises	the	value	in	supporting	individuals	to	help	solve	industry	relevant	issues	across	the	
sheep supply chain through academic research. In addition the intention is to expose and excite students to 
choose a career in the agrifood supply chain demonstrating the value of postgraduate trained personnel to 
entities within the sheep industry, with the view to their long term employment.
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Contact:
Justin Hardy
Agriculture	and	Food
Department	of	Primary	Industries	and	Regional	Development
444 Albany Highway, Albany WA 6330
Telephone:+61 (0)8 9892 8408 
Mobile:	+61	(0)409	685	105
Email: SIBIscholarships@dpird.wa.gov.au

Open call:
Applications open: July 2017
Applications	close:	31	March	2018

Important disclaimer
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia 
accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 
Copyright © Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2017

Western Australia’s sheep meat value chain

For	further	information,	please	visit	agric.wa.gov.au/sibi


