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7th June, 2019 
 
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I’d firstly like to thank you for reading my submission to this cause that I feel so passionate 
about and to state that I would be more than happy to substantiate anything that is written in 
this document via phone call or in person meeting.  
 
To point out my stance on the new Proposed Dog Standards and Guidelines, I will give you a 
bit of background of who I am for context, as well as the parts of the draft I will be 
discussing. 
 
I am a dog trainer. I work as a behaviour modification trainer specifically, based in Thornlie, 
Perth, but covering the whole Perth metro region. The public hire me to fix behavioural 
problems with their dogs - this includes but is not limited to things like leash work, off-lead 
reliability, separation anxiety, destruction, aggression towards humans/other dogs/other 
animals, etc. I modify bad behaviours and turn them into new habits for dogs and owners. I 
run a very successful business and have done since August 2017, with many positive 
reviews to back up my work.  
 
To be fair, most of the draft I actually agree with, and I definitely agree with having some sort 
of welfare standard for dogs. I believe that’s what all dog owners, dog lovers and dog 
professionals want, but unfortunately there are parts of the draft that I cannot agree with or 
allow to be put through without pointing out some flaws. 
 
The proposed ban and heavy restriction on some of the tools I use with many of my clients is 
a massive concern to me, both for the future of my business, and also for the welfare and 
training options of dogs and their owners going into the future. The main points I’d like to 
talk about are: 
 
- The proposed flat ban on prong collars  
- The heavy restriction on e-collars (or a full ban if that is pushed further); particularly what 
concerns me is a ban on bark collars or boundary fences which help to keep dogs safe in 
the home, as well as remote trainers which can be used successfully and humanely for 
behaviour modification. 
- The bias in the groups and individuals consulted for the draft. 
 
More specifically, 
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog. 
 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the 
generally accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the 
generally accepted method of use includes: 
(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other 
training techniques to modify behaviour and these have not been 
effective; 
(b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog 
and reasonably believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic  
collar. 
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Issues Discussed in this Document 
 
My own Personal Story – My Personal Dog, Bundy 
The Difference Between Dog Trainers 
The Construction of the Draft as yet 
A Flaw in the Logic 
The Prong Collar 
The E-Collar 
Case Study: Alfie & Sera 
My Concerns for the Public 
Where to from here? 
What has been done by the balanced community so far 
Conclusion 
 
 

My own Personal Story – My Personal Dog, Bundy 
 
Pictured Right, wearing both his E-collar & 
Prong Collar 
 
Meet Bundy, my first dog. 7 years ago, I finally 
turned 18 and was able to get the first dog of 
my own. I was told he was good on lead, and 
good with cats – great! Because, we had an 
elderly family cat, plus I was quite small and 
Bundy is a Mastiff x German Shepherd Dog, so, 
quite large. Long story short, Bundy was none 
of those things.  
 
Bundy was severely cat aggressive from the 
first day at home, he tried to eat the cat through 
a bedroom door purely by smell alone, he 
hadn’t even seen him yet. I was dedicated to 
Bundy and I wanted desperately to keep him, 
so we had to split the house in 2 parts to be 
able to keep both. This put a lot of pressure and 
stress on us as a family to keep things safe (one 
wrong move and our family cat could be dead) 
and my mum was hounding me to give Bundy 
back to the rescue as he was too uncontrollable.  
 
Things only got worse – Bundy’s leash manners were what you could call horrendous, and 
he was getting big enough to be able to pull me over when he saw another dog. I stopped 
walking him as he was exacerbating my already bad anxiety. I felt I had no control and so 
Bundy remained confined to the house and yard. He was overexcited, over-aroused and 
reactive towards other dogs. He was a danger towards cats and small animals, and a danger 
to him and myself. Bundy disappeared into nearby national park bushland after Kangaroo’s 
on multiple occasions and I was afraid he was dead. He was luckily found on those 
occasions and uninjured.  
 
I did what I thought was right, I called up multiple Positive Only trainers and asked for help. 
Both of them are apparently the “best in the business” – one of them being one of Perth’s 
leading Vet Behaviourists. Through them, I tried harnesses, Halti Head Harnesses and his 
basic flat collar for loose leash walking. I tried counter-conditioning his reactivity towards 
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dogs, people and cats. It didn’t work – he broke the harnesses, he broke the Halti with 
continued pulling. I didn’t have a job at this point and I was trying my very hardest to get 
results to improve our lives, so no one can say I wasn’t trying hard enough.  
 
On my own, I tried a check chain and a slip collar, Bundy was STILL too strong for me to 
control and being unpredictable, I was scared to take him outside.  
 
It was through this that my business was born – I began researching my own methods to 
deal with his issues because I couldn’t find a trainer that could help me get results back at 
that time. I found the prong collar and the E-collar and I ordered one of each. I ensured I did 
my homework on how to use them safely and efficiently and we got to work.  
 
7 years later, and after the use of both tools, PLUS a Holistic Training Program that takes 
into account many aspects of why the dog is doing what he is doing and how to fix the 
issues, Bundy is now my helper dog.  
 
Bundy now comes anywhere with me. He mainly walks off lead due to his solid E-collar 
Recall. He can be called off cats, Kangaroos, other dogs. He is no longer putting himself in 
danger, or being confined to the yard. He comes to jobs with me where aggressive and 
reactive dogs go off at him. He sits by as cats walk past. He helps me to socialise and 
improve clients dogs. If you had told me that 7 years ago I would have laughed in your face. 
 
I shudder to think what would have happened to Bundy had I not ventured into this myself, 
and I shudder to think that that is the possibility for many dog owners in Perth in the future if 
these standards are passed.  
 
Bundy is not the only Bundy out there, there are many, and I help them every day as a full-
time dog trainer. These tools, when used correctly are lifesavers. I realise they look nasty but 
I urge everyone to educate themselves on the correct use of the tool first, ideally in person, 
before coming to a conclusion like a ban. They are misunderstood, but they are life-changers 
for many owners and their dogs.  
 

The Difference Between Dog Trainers 
The dog-training world is a turbulent and emotional place. Amongst trainers, there are 2 
main schools of thought in the form of “Balanced Trainers” and “Positive-Only Trainers” – or 
this is what they are normally referred to as.  
 
I am a balanced trainer. Without getting too technical, this means that I operate under all 4 
Quadrants of Operant Conditioning. These are: 
 
- Positive Reinforcement 
- Negative Reinforcement 
- Positive Punishment 
- Negative Punishment 
 
Here is a quick explanation below: 
 
“Both positive and negative reinforcement increase the strength of the behaviour due to its 
consequence.  With positive reinforcement the behaviour is followed by the appearance of or 
an increase in the intensity of a stimulus. The stimulus is called a positive reinforcement as it 
is something the subject seeks out therefore it reinforcers the behaviour that precedes it.   
 
With negative reinforcement the behaviour is strengthened by the subject’s ability to avoid or 
escape an aversive stimulus, thus negative reinforcement is sometimes referred to as 
escape-avoidance learning (Chance 2008 p 129). 
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As behaviour is the function of its consequences and whereas reinforcement strengthens the 
likelihood of a behaviour then punishments reduce the strength of the behaviour. Punishers 
are aversives and something a subject works to avoid. When an aversive event is added to a 
situation then positive punishment has taken place. Negative punishment subtracts 
something from the situation, like privileges, and is sometimes called penalty training.” 
(Chance, P. (2008) Learning and Behavior, Wadsworth Cengage Learning) 
 
Positive-Only trainers market themselves off of only using 2 quadrants, which would be 
Positive Reinforcement (adding something good to increase behaviour) and Negative 
Punishment (removing something good to decrease behaviour). They do not believe in 
correcting a dog in any manner, or placing any pressure on the dog whatsoever. 
 
Balanced trainers are known (normally, there will always be exception to the rule) for using 
all 4 quadrants. This means we both use positive reinforcement for good behaviour, but 
normally after correcting (negative reinforcement/positive punishment) an undesirable 
behaviour and guiding the dog into a new behaviour to form a new habit.  
 
Balanced Trainers believe in both Yes, and No. Positive-Only Trainers only believe in Yes.  
 
I explain it to my clients as “Correct what you don’t want, show him what you do want, and 
reward that!” to create a new habit. Correcting the path of an undesirable behaviour is a 
process, and to be successful it should include a correction for undesirable behaviour, lots 
of guidance, and then rewarding with something valuable to the dog for a newly learned 
behaviour whilst taking into account what’s fair to the dog and compassion for the dog.  
 
Sometimes, we don’t even need to correct the dog at all! We simply show the dog another 
option that they didn’t know existed and they are happy to take it. We must remember that 
just because we correct a dogs behaviour, does not at all mean that we are dominating, 
instilling fear, forcing the dog to submit, etc. The way a good balanced trainer corrects a 
behaviour, is very “matter of fact.” 
 
This is how ALL living things learn. An infant touches an oven while their parent isn’t looking, 
they feel the uncomfortable heat and they think “Ouch, I won’t do that again…” this is an 
example of learning via consequences. Human Mothers and Fathers give their children 
discipline, boundaries and limitations. Female dogs give their puppies consequences from 
the get-go. Nature corrects. 
 
You can imagine a child who has only ever had their demands met with “Yes” often isn’t the 
most well balanced. We all need discipline and boundaries. Dogs are no different. 
 
The main difference between these 2 types of trainers is:  
 
the willingness to use whatever works for the dog as long as it gets the desired result and 
most importantly is fair and showing compassion (the method is understood by the dog and 
not causing long term negative effects). It must be noted that just because balanced trainers 
are open to using consequences and discipline doesn’t mean we focus on that aspect of 
dog training, I like to explain it that we are “positive where we can be, and negative where 
we have to be” – if there’s never a need to discipline, it doesn’t occur.  
 
As you can imagine this rift causes a lot of drama, resulting in arguments between camps. I 
try to stray from this as much as possible and put my effort into showing people how GOOD 
balanced training is. I have 35+ positive reviews in 1.5 years on my business page for a 
reason.   
 
We all love dogs, and balanced trainers work with dogs for a reason. Just because we are 
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open to giving discipline and fair consequences in conjunction with a full training program, 
including positive reinforcement, does not make us inferior. 
 
“What needs to be highlighted is that while there are groups who endorse a completely 
reward-based approach, and denounce any and all forms of physical manipulation, 
correction, or pressure; these groups are considered extremist, and represent a polar limit of 
the spectrum. As I am sure you are aware from working within the political sphere, these 
types of extreme positions are rarely beneficial in the long term and do not represent the 
interests of the majority of the population.” – Tyler Muto, Former IACP President  
https://www.canineprofessionals.com/response-to-
toronto?fbclid=IwAR3xPHfuX7MZbNs_uZrngvAPbKaTe8aSRpZHnYy9tZK2b1AyXEIYVy0a5F
o	  
 

The Construction of the Draft as yet 
Since having the “Community Consultation Standard and Guidelines for the use of Electronic 
Collars” brought to my attention, I have seen multiple discrepansies, as well as potentially a 
biased view in those consulted for the draft, for example RSPCA.  
 
The RSPCA has suggested that we take a positive-only approach and ban tools such as 
prong collars and e-collars, but their last financial year’s dealings with behavioural training 
looked dire.  
 
In 2017-18, RSPCA received 40,286 dogs. 
13.84% of them were euthanized (that's 5577 dogs). 
The reasons for euthanasia for over half of them (57.90% to be exact)? "Because of 
severe behavioural issues." 
"This includes aggression and severe anxiety that the RSPCA is not able to, or has not 
been able to treat through behaviour modification programs." 
 
I don’t know if it is wise to follow this regime if most than half of the dogs who go 
through it may be euthanized? 
 
- Taken from the RSPCA’s Annual Animal Outcomes Report; 
https://www.rspca.org.au/sites/default/files/RSPCA%20Report%20on%20Animal%20Outco
mes%202017-2018.pdf 
 
Vet Behaviourists and Dog Trainers deeming themselves as “positive only” will also fall into 
the extremist category as noted above, and so I believe that a broader spectrum of dog 
trainers and dog professionals should be involved in the forming of these potential 
standards. 
 
Furthermore, it should be noted that RSPCA has been in some hot water with allegations 
against tools before, as noted in  
https://jade.io/article/332481?fbclid=IwAR2c3nrfnO0K5-
ZCJrwSFwiqDl3HRB5pNxYB9GBV2W4ordCgmlz-LziOUmw	  
	  
“Innotek accepted that, both as a veterinarian, and as President of the RSPCA, Dr Wirth was 
entitled to hold and express the opinion that electronic dog collars were cruel. However, it 
submitted than in the present case, he had gone far ane beyond that position. He had 
singled out the collars, claiming that their use resulted in particular and severe physical 
consequences to dogs. In truth, their correct use did not. Moreover, his statements implied 
that the collars were more “cruel” than other devices used to train dogs. In truth, they were 
not.”  
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A Flaw In the Logic 
If Prong Collars and E-Collars are inhumane and cruel, why would the WA Police Force use 
them for their working dogs? I think the issue lies more within the misuse of the tools. And 
by that logic, we can regulate so that these tools are only available via a trainer with a full 
training program, and evidence of this program must be required by law in order to use them 
– which I totally and fully support.  
 
But, to assume that these are the only tools that can cause harm, would be ignorant.  
 
I would like to ask where the evidence and statistics shows that a push to ban such tools will 
help dog welfare – where are all the dogs being harmed by prong collars and e-collars? Do 
we have statistics? 
 
And what about those statistics, as compared to the number of dogs being killed by snakes 
or hit by cars each year, which these very tools could aid in rehabilitating?  
 
I think the real issue is dog abuse, animal abuse in general. And if someone really wanted to 
harm a dog or living creature, I highly doubt they would spend $100 or $300 on a prong 
collar or e-collar respectively to do so.  
 
The issue is not the tool, it is the handler and the experience and knowledge of the handler - 
all training tools work amongst the same premise, that they are uncomfortable at some stage 
to eradicate the undesirable behaviour.  
 
Many instances of Halti’s causing injuries on the nose and harnesses causing injury under 
the armpits or altering the dogs natural gate, as well as oesophageal issues from prolonged 
pulling against a flat collar have been recorded – the issue does not lie with the tool itself.  
 
Historically speaking, the nature of the prong collar is such that it is almost impossible to 
cause injury to the dog, even if misused. Someone would have to go out of their way, or 
show neglect to be able to injure a dog with these tools. 
 
Take away these tools and owners are left with less safe and less effective tools.    

 
What is The Prong Collar 
The prong collar should be renamed a pressure collar, as when it is used correctly, all we are 
doing is teaching gentle pressure. The smaller contact points are placed evenly around the 
neck and are blunt and rounded – NOT sharp. The idea is not to hurt, puncture, bruise or 
cause pain to the dog, not at all. That would be abuse – all we are doing is training, and the 
prong collar does a better job than most “anti-pull” tools. But as I’ve noted, the premise of 
these tools is all the same, to make pulling uncomfortable.  
 
Prong collars are often referred to as “power steering for dogs” – you apply less, gentle 
pressure on the dogs collar in order to get them to follow you, thus being able to guide them 
in a more gentle manner.  
 
This is a much kinder option than having to use a flat collar, check chain, slip collar or 
harness and having to apply more pressure, or even worse, constant pressure in order to 
control or guide the dog. Even when we do have to increase pressure used this would still 
not injure a dog, unless you were intentionally trying to injure the dog, the prong is arguably 
safer than a flat or slip collar, as it cannot choke the dog. The larger surface area of a flat 
collar can actually cut off air flow, whereas since the prong only has smaller contact points, 
this is impossible.  
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The prong collar is a tool I use mainly for leash walking and allows many of my clients to 
enjoy their walks with their dogs, therefore taking their dog out much more often than before 
they called me. 
 
 

What is The E-Collar  
The E-collar, it should be noted, does NOT cause an electric shock. What is does, is utilise 
Electronic Stimulation (ES) – not electric shock. This is delivered by TENS (Transcutaneous 
Electrical Nerve Stimulation) which artificially stimulates nerves and sensory receptors. This 
technology is actually used on humans to relieve muscle tension, and so has no injurious 
consequences. It does not burn the skin, nor does it send an electrical shock through the 
entire body, it is simply localised to where the contact points sit on the skin.  
 
E-collars actually are felt less when in and under water – the stimulation is not increased and 
does not become dangerous, actually it is the opposite. For example, my dog normally 
works at no more than a 20-30 (out of 100) on his e-collar, but when playing in water he 
could reach a level 50 without any negative consequence, purely communication.   
 
Most of the e-collars used by balanced trainers in Perth, are Mini Educators by E-Collar 
Technologies, which are one of the best on the market. 
 
I personally use them to give my clients a solid recall despite distractions, as well as using 
them to overcome severe behavioural issues such as aggression.  
 
 
 
Pictured: Chance (left) 
and Bundy (right) during 
off-leash socialisation. 
Both wearing their prongs 
and e-collars and 
enjoying off-lead freedom 
and a training session. 
Chance was previously 
severely dog reactive 
which has been overcome 
by use of these tools.  
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Pictured: my 
Group Class 
which I run 
once a 
month. Most 
of these dogs 
are on both 
prongs and e-
collars, or at 
least one of 
them. Here 
they practise 
socialisation 
and focus on 
their owners 
with 
distractions. 
 
 

 
 
 

Case Study: Alfie & Sera 
Pulled from my Facebook page at www.facebook.com/holistichounddogtraining 
Pictured below, Alfie & Sera, ex-human aggressive dogs showing me love at my group 
class. 
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Before my clients book with me I ask them to fill out a detailed evaluation form. 
Let me introduce you to Alfie & Sera. 
"They were abused on the streets before we adopted them and Alfie is especially terrified of 
men. They have never been good with people. When we first got them, they hid under the 
cupboards from us and it took a while to gain their trust. When we first had guests after 
adopting them, it was always non stop growling/barking and they would retreat as far away 
as possible/hide in our room. But since moving to Perth, it has now escalated to charging 
and nipping from behind (when the person turns their back on them). 2 months ago, we had 
a pet sitter come over for a trial and Sera jumped up and got her on the shoulder. There was 
no blood but quite a big bruise, but the lady later called us to say she needed stitches. That 
was Sera’s first and only bite. Alfie’s first and only bite was back in Singapore. 
We have not had visitors over in a while because we are really worried about them hurting 
someone. 
They were both previously on Zoloft for anxiety but we stopped those last month as they 
weren’t working. 
Both reactive on walk, Sera pulls like a mad dog and also tries to nip people walking past. 
Both try to attack visitors. Sera is out of control when she sees dogs walking past our front 
window. 
Back in Singapore, we tried positive only training but it didn’t work. Our dogs did not 
respond to treats. Here in Perth, we also tried positive only but the trainings were also not 
working. Same thing, our dogs don’t respond to treats. The trainers first suggested we keep 
them at home permanently, no more walks and no visitors. We were then to use anxiety 
meds and lavender oil to manage their other issues such as fence fighting. When meds 
weren’t working, we were told to put our dogs down because they are too damaged." 
The picture below is of Alfie, Sera and their owners, at my group class which they come to 
once a month and work amongst other dogs and strangers. These 2 I actually use now, to 
help other dogs. 
I'm not saying they're fully rehabilitated yet, particularly when it comes to new people (they 
are nervous), because they're not - Alfie & Sera's owners booked with me last year when I 
ran one-off sessions (as opposed to full programs), so I help them ongoing, that’s not up to 
me. They had a less than ideal start to life which has fuelled these issues. 
But they CERTAINLY did not deserve to be confined to their house, or killed. After training 
with me (and not even a full program either!) they are safely taken for walks, to group training 
each month and introduced to new people. 
Had their owners listened to these extremely closed-minded trainers, they'd either be 
struggling with dangerous dogs CONFINED to their homes and backyards, or not have any 
dogs at all. 
How is that protecting dog welfare? 
 

My concerns for the public 
My concerns for the public and your average dog owner if these bans and standards 
(relating to prong collars and E-collars) are passed are huge.  
 
Firstly I’ll touch on Behavioural Training, since it’s what I have dedicated my life to. 
 
Both the prong collars and E-collars are wonderful tools. If we consider poorly matched 
human and dog pairs – such as a petite owner and large dog, an elderly owner and large 
dog, a disable owner and large dog etc., it’s obvious how these tools will help improve dog 
welfare. They allow a pair of this type to maintain a balance, for the owner to maintain 
control and the dog to go out and enjoy his/her surroundings with the least amount of 
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pressure on the dog possible. When you consider that a lot of people are in the same 
position as I was with Bundy back 7 years ago, you can see that these tools are hugely 
helpful in actually increasing a dogs welfare by empowering the owner to have control, and 
be placed in a leadership and protectors position, rather than being dragged dangerously 
along behind the dog. 
 
I am in no way saying that these tools are necessary for all dogs, because they are not – but 
they should be an option. 
 
Positive Reinforcement is an absolutely wonderful tool, using food is ridiculously beneficial 
and I use it more than anything within my training. However, in order to get great results with 
Positive Reinforcement alone, you have to be a very, very, very skilled trainer. I actually 
haven’t seen it done in Perth, so far. You have to remember that your average dog owner is 
NOT an expert in dog training and behaviour, and for the sake of the dogs (and their 
owners!) we must make it as easy as possible for them to achieve these results without 
needing to go out and study a course in dog behaviour to do so.  
These tools are our training aids.  
 
They are the “power tools” of the dog world. Why would you hammer in all the singular nails 
of a new house when you can use a nail gun? These tools simply allow us to train more 
efficiently, whilst still being totally safe and fair to the dog when used correctly.  
 
Solid recalls despite distractions are also a possibility with the use of a remote trainer (E-
Collar).  
 
E-Collars and Prong Collars can also be used to tackle aggressive reactivity on a walk, as 
well as aggression towards other dogs, animals or humans. This can be done very effectively 
and has been shown to be successful time and time again.  
 
Boundary Collars keep dogs safely contained within their homes – many owners have had 
much success with these tools in order to keep their dogs from escaping and injuring 
themselves, wildlife, livestock, other dogs and people.  
 
Bark Collars similarly help to keep dogs safe in their home – by helping (as part of a training 
program) to eradicate nuisance barking. Of course, the cause of the barking should always 
be dealt with, but this tool can be lifesaving to an owner who is at their wits end due to their 
barking dog and on notice from the council.  
 
Remote Trainers are also used in many Snake Avoidance programs in WA – it is simply 
illogical to ask a dog owner to “see if a Positive Only Snake Avoidance Course works first” 
prior to using a balanced approach with E-collar. The result of that would be a dead dog. 
 
I would happily suggest that the majority of the clients I get contact me, have tried Positive 
Only training methods first, which did not get the desired results, before coming to me. This 
is a waste of everyone’s time and money, I know, because I lived it with Bundy.  
 
I worry that with a flat ban on all of these tools, we will have more dogs confined to the yard, 
rehomed, or at worst euthanized because these tools are not available to help balanced 
trainers rehabilitate behavioural issues. Every dog learns differently and some thrive with the 
use of these tools, just like Bundy did. 
 
Similarly I have concerns for business owners. So many small businesses in Perth are 
balanced dog training business who utilise these tools, I could name about 15 off the top of 
my head, we all tend to band together and support each other as much as possible. 
 
This will cause us to up prices, with a decreased quality of result for owners. It will therefore 
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decrease the quality of our work and the amount of work we are able to book. 
 
Where to from here? 
I DO believe that the Prong Collar and E-Collar needs regulation in some manner. They are 
brilliant, modern tools, however, they are easy tools to get wrong.  
 
What I propose is that these tools are only available via a training program with a dog trainer.  
 
The way I run training programs is not via “one-off” sessions, but rather a full, results based 
program which supports the owner from start to finish. We book in enough sessions to get 
to their goal, I supply tools for them and I support them whenever it is needed. 
 
I then run group classes once monthly to be able to help owners ongoing – which you have 
seen pictures of above. I do believe we need to promote responsible use of these tools more 
than anything. But, any tool can be used incorrectly and these tools are no different.  
 
Perhaps another idea would be to license these tools and list the owners. 
 
I believe that education is the key – education not only on responsible dog ownership and 
training, but also on the correct use of these tools. Who is responsible for this? The trainers 
that help the clients.  
 
I do genuinely believe that multiple sessions should be booked with a client to not only teach 
the workings of the tool, but to troubleshoot any issues that arise, and therefore perhaps a 
license and mandatory evidence of a training program may be required if any issues were to 
arise.  
 
I have to have a reptile license for my Bobtail that does nothing but sit in the sun all day and 
is no threat to anyone – but somehow we don’t have anything similar for dogs? 
 
Education via some of Perth’s best balanced trainers I believe, is key, and would ensure that 
the tools are still available to those who need them, but more regulated without a blanket 
ban. 
 
What we have been doing as an open-minded, 
balanced training community: 
 
There is a large group of us who have come together to educate about Prong Collars & E-
Collars. We have formed recently the Balanced Canine Group of WA which is a support 
group for balanced trainers of Perth, started by myself, Helina of My BUDdy Canine 
Services, Paula of Aussie Dog Training, Jacqui of Dog Sense Behaviour & Training and 
Melissa of Totally Pawsible; all responsible users and teachers of the tools in discussion. 
 
More recently, the Ethical Dog Training Advisory was formed to ensure that responsible and 
knowledgeable balanced trainers have a voice. 
 
Please also see attached the petition we formed only a few weeks ago in reference to this 
potential ban, with already over 1700 supporters at the link below, and also within my email. 
 
As well as this, I gathered together 24 written submissions from clients of mine who currently 
use these tools and are worried that without them, their dogs quality of life would decrease. 
These were also sent in a previous email.  
 



Lauren Maslen 
Head Trainer & Owner Operator - The Holistic Hound Dog Training 

 
ABN: 38 322 407 514 

 

Petition is here:  http://chng.it/FWBPp9tn 

 
 
 
In Conclusion 
I adore dogs. Every balanced trainer I know adores dogs. Just because we use these tools 
does not in any way mean we are using cruel methods. We want to see more education 
about these misunderstood tools and our methods and an understanding that we are only 
open minded to tools that – yes – look and sound barbaric, but once you understand the 
workings of them are actually some of the most efficient and gentle tools we have. I believe, 
as a whole, all dog trainers want the same thing; increased dog welfare, responsible dog 
ownership, to decrease the number of dogs being euthanized due to neglect and 
behavioural issues, to decrease the number of dog attacks and to continue to help the public 
with any problem behaviours their dog may throw at them. We have different opinions of 
how that should be done, but our objectives are the same. 
 
I will be striving to meet with MP’s over the next month or so to further this discussion – I am 
happy to meet in person, discuss via the phone or via email about any of the points I have 
made in this submission today. 
 
Please feel free to visit my Facebook page (as noted under the Case Study: Alfie & Sera) and 
the Facebook pages of other balanced dog trainers who use the same tools as I do, we 
pride ourselves on educating the public about the correct use of these misunderstood tools 
and showing how good they are, and how amazing balanced training is. We post videos and 
results frequently and are open and honest about the tool use. 
 
Thank you so much for reading my long-winded submission and I hope I could convey the 
points that are so important to my clients and myself.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Lauren Maslen 
Head Trainer/Owner-Operator at The Holistic Hound Dog Training 
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