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From the Chairperson 
I am pleased to present the 2014/15 Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme 
(IFS) Annual Report to the scheme contributors, stakeholders and to the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food. 

Over the past 12 months the Industry Management Committee (IMC) has strived to 
deliver a biosecurity scheme that meets the needs of the Western Australian (WA) 
sheep and goat industry. Amongst other things, we undertook a cost-benefit analysis 
of the Footrot Control program, successfully obtained information on quarantined 
properties, and began important research to test a new footrot vaccine. 

The cost-benefit analysis confirmed the current Footrot Control program as a cost-
effective industry investment, with a five-to-one benefit to industry—that is, for every 
$1 we invest the industry receives $5 of benefits. This is an significant piece of work, 
as it will help guide decisions on the level of industry investment toward this disease. 

Access to information relating to properties under quarantine for virulent foot was an 
important achievement of the IMC. It has allowed us to contribute to the planning for 
a vaccine trial, which is a major project within the Scheme, and encouraged more 
collaboration between industry and government. It is our belief that our involvement 
in the WA sheep and goat industry presents a real opportunity for effective 
communication with the owners of quarantined properties, including encouraging 
property-level eradication and participation in footrot-related research and events. 

The footrot vaccine research trial is progressing; however, significant delays in 
accessing the vaccine have occurred. The vaccine was approved for use via an 
emergency permit earlier this year after months of negotiation with the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority, then other issues delayed the 
manufacturing process. This has resulted in the trial being extended until June 
2017, as the timing of the vaccinations must be considered.

There are increasing expectations for industry to take a greater leadership role to 
determine our biosecurity priorities and target investments toward these priorities. 
The IFS is a robust arrangement that we, as an industry, can use to support the 
ongoing sustainability and productivity of the WA industry, and the level of industry 
support for the IFS remains strong. However, the industry will need to come together 
to discuss and agree on our priorities, and the outcomes we want to achieve. 

I thank the IMC for the work they have undertaken over the year, the Department of 
Agriculture and Food WA for delivering the programs, and all the IFS participants for 
their contributions toward a bio-secure industry. I look forward to growing industry 
involvement and direction as we move into 2015/16. 

Yours sincerely 

Jeff Murray 
Chairman 
Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme Management Committee 
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Purpose of the Sheep and Goat Industry Management 
Committee (Vision) 

 Facilitate a strong biosecurity ethos amongst industry 
 Administer funding for programs that address key biosecurity issues in the sheep 

and goat industry 
 Ensure priorities are addressed to industry expectations 

Role of the Sheep and Goat Industry Management 
Committee (Mission) 

 Champion biosecurity within the Western Australian sheep and goat industry 
 Understand industry priorities 
 Ensure that the Industry Funding Scheme and the associated processes are 

clearly understood by industry 
 Provide good governance of the Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme 

Goats 
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1. Overview of the Sheep and Goat Industry Funding 
Scheme 

In June 2010, the Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme (IFS) was introduced to 
address biosecurity threats relevant to the Western Australian sheep and goat 
industry. The Scheme was established under the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007 to enable sheep and goat producers to identify the pest and 
disease priorities at a whole-of-industry level, and then to raise funds for programs 
that address these priorities. 

Funds are raised through a producer contribution on each chargeable sale. A 
‘chargeable sale’ means a sale by the owner of sheep or goats (live or carcasses) 
that are located on a property within the Schemes’ area of operation or moved from 
the property for the purpose of offering them for sale/slaughter. 

Producers do not have to participate in the Scheme—there is a mechanism that 
allows them to opt out. Opting out does not remove the legal requirement to deal 
with the pests and diseases to which the Scheme relates, but does disqualify the 
producer from any benefits provided by the Scheme such as assistance and 
compensation. 

The Sheep and Goat IFS is overseen by a seven-member Industry Management 
Committee (IMC). The Minister for Agriculture and Food appoints the IMC members 
after inviting industry nominations and receiving advice from an industry-based 
Appointments Committee. As required by regulation, the majority of the IMC are full 
participants of the Sheep and Goat IFS. 

The IMC is responsible for approving the biosecurity-related programs funded 
through the Scheme, and providing advice to the Minister on the Scheme’s area of 
operation and the contribution rate. 

The State government, through its Department of Agriculture and Food, Western 
Australia (DAFWA), provide the necessary support to ensure proper governance and 
the effective operation of the Scheme and IMC. This includes secretariat, 
communications, policy and technical support, as well as financial management. 
Furthermore, the normal regulatory inspection and compliance activities undertaken 
by DAFWA closely complement the priorities of the IMC. 
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2014/2015 Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme 

During 2014/15: 

 Contributions of 12 cents per head/carcass applied to the sale of all sheep and 
goats produced in WA 

 Contributions totalling $879 434 were received 
 Contributions were used to fund a program to control virulent footrot at a total 

cost of $562 756 
 Contributions were also used to undertake research at a cost of $104 282 
 Committee costs totalled $28 338 
 Five producers opted out of the Scheme, with a total of $1468 refunded to these 

producers in the 2015/16 financial year. 

 

 

Sheep  
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2. Industry Management Committee 
Mr Jeff Murray (Chairperson) runs a mixed farming operation in Beverley, as part 
of an extensive family farm. He is a member of the Sheep Industry Liaison 
Committee and Chair of the Sheep NLIS Committee in WA. He is also President of 
the Sheepmeat Council of Australia and past-president of the Meat Section of 
WAFarmers. 

Mr Warren Gray* is a Director of Gray Livestock, sourcing sheep, cattle and goats 
for Emanuel Exports. He has a long history in the livestock industry as a buyer, stock 
agent and Livestock Territory Manager for Wesfarmers. 

Mr Jorgen Jensen is the manager of Yoweragabbie Station near Mount Magnet, 
with a lifelong connection to the southern rangelands pastoral industry. He is 
involved with various community and biosecurity committees, and is keen to see the 
industries and communities of the southern rangelands reach their potential.  

Mr Stephen Meerwald is an experienced agribusiness entrepreneur and manager 
with specialist knowledge of the Australian meat and livestock industry. He has been 
involved in the live export and processing sectors for many years, and operated and 
managed a large-scale export business. Steve has a deep understanding of all 
sectors of livestock supply chains, from producer through to domestic and 
international markets. 

Mr John Moyes is a livestock primary producer based in Bridgetown. He has owned 
and operated a mixed livestock farm, as well as fruit-growing, for many years. John 
is currently on the WAFarmers Wool Council Executive, and has represented the 
Lower South West Zone on this Council for twenty years. 

Mr Ed Rogister has 30 years’ experience in mixed farming—sheep, angora goats 
and grains. He is the current President of the WAFarmers Wool Council and a 
Director of Wool Producers Australia. Ed has biosecurity experience as a past 
member of both the OJD Management Team and Footrot Advisory Panel. 

Mr David Slade and family operate a mixed farming enterprise north-west of Mount 
Barker. The business is focussed on meat production with a prime lamb system 
based on Greeline composite genetics from New Zealand. The property also runs 
around 800 Sussex cows for beef production, finishes animals through both cattle 
and sheep feedlots and includes a cropping program of cereals and canola. David 
has a strong interest in on-farm and national biosecurity, and is member of Cattle 
Council of Australia Industry Systems and Food Safety Sub-Committee. He has also 
been involved in the national Foot and Mouth Disease Foresight workshops and 
undertaken real time FMD training in Nepal. David is Vice President of the 
WAFarmers Meat Section and Albany Zone Meat Representative. 

*member until March 2015 
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Name Position Expiry of term 

Jeff Murray Chairperson 30 June 2016 

Warren Gray Member March 2015 

Jorgen Jensen Member 30 June 2016 

Stephen Meerwald Member 30 June 2016 

John Moyes Member 30 June 2016 

Ed Rogister Member 30 June 2016 

David Slade Member 30 June 2016 

 

With the retirement of Mr Warren Gray from the Industry Management Committee, 
nominations were sought from the industry to fill this position. The nominations were 
assessed by an Appointments Committee comprised of industry representatives, and 
recommendations made to the Minister for Agriculture and Food on the Committee 
membership and terms of appointment. The new appointment, Mr Charles Wass, 
began from 1 July 2015. 

 

Sheep in saleyards  
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3. Committee activities 
Since the introduction of the IFS in 2010, the Industry Management Committee (IMC) 
has governed the collection, management and use of industry funds to deliver a 
biosecurity funding scheme that benefits the Western Australian sheep and goat 
industry. 

During the 2014/15 year, the Sheep and Goat IMC held four ordinary meetings and 
one teleconference. The focus of these meetings was to receive briefings and make 
decisions around the collection and remittance of producer contributions, progress of 
the IFS-funded programs and the general governance of the Scheme. 

The following information details the IMC activities against the goals and strategies 
identified in the strategic plan (see Appendix 1). 

Goal: Industry is supportive of the Scheme 

To build industry support of the Scheme, the IMC will consult and communicate 

Develop and implement an industry consultation process 

Industry consultation: The IMC developed an ‘Industry Consultation Plan’ to 
provide direction for the IMC to consult with the industry in order to fulfil its 
obligations under the IFS regulations. In short, the purpose of the IMCs industry 
consultation is to ascertain the industry’s views concerning the operation of the IFS 
and performance of the IMC. The Industry Consultation Plan was endorsed by the 
IMC in March 2015. 

Implement transparent and agreed communication protocols 

Communication strategy: The IMC engaged a specialist consultant to develop a 
Communications Strategy, and were actively involved throughout the process. The 
IMCs communication objectives are to i) illustrate the importance of the Sheep and 
Goat IFS in managing biosecurity risks; ii) promote the role of the IMC; and iii) 
encourage a shared vision and commitment amongst stakeholders. The 
communication activities that have taken place during the year include: 

 Participated in and/or presented at various producer/industry group meetings. 
 Information stands at major field days. 
 Media releases resulting in articles in the rural press. 
 Articles in regional AgMemo and other newsletters. 

Ensure up-to-date information is readily available to industry 

IFS webpages: The Sheep and Goat IFS has up-to-date information available 
through its webpages on the DAFWA website, which were maintained and promoted 
throughout the year. The IFS webpages include links to key IFS documents including 
the IMCs strategic plan, annual reports and fact sheet. 
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Goal: Industry funds are used appropriately to delivery biosecurity 
outcomes 

Use good governance processes in administering the IFS 

Strategic planning: As identified through the earlier review of the IFS regulations, 
the IMC took part in an intensive strategic planning workshop to clearly define the 
purpose and role of the committee, and identify the goals for the committee to 
achieve. The Strategic Plan, and associated Activity Plan, was finalised and 
endorsed by the Committee. The Strategic Plan is attached at Appendix 1. 

2014/15 approved programs: Over the course of the 2014/15 financial year the 
IMC actively monitored the progress of the IFS-funded programs, including quarterly 
updates on the work undertaken, issues and successes. More detailed information 
on the 2014/15 programs is provided in section 5 of this report. 

The IMC spent considerable time discussing options to enhance the control of 
virulent footrot in WA. The key objective was to increase value for the investment of 
industry funds by encouraging property-level eradication and increased action to 
reduce the potential spread of the disease. These are to be further evaluated, with 
suitable options to be included in the 2016/17 program. 

To deliver a more effective program, the IMC received approval from the Director 
General of DAFWA to access the quarantine notices issued for virulent footrot. The 
IMC developed (and approved) a policy to govern the IMCs use of the information 
and help maintain the confidentiality of the information released to the IMC. 

Remittance of IFS contributions: The IMC monitored the remittance of IFS 
contributions to ensure compliance with the regulations and maximise the funds 
available to address biosecurity issues of concern to the industry. Where 
discrepancies occurred during the year, the IMC requested these entities be 
followed-up by DAFWA. In all instances, satisfactory responses were received. 

IFS expenditure: The IMC monitored the expenditure of IFS funds over the course 
of the year. This included quarterly financial reports from DAFWA on the financial 
position of the Scheme, as well as expense reports relating to the IFS programs. 
This oversight helped the IMC ensure that funds were being expended appropriately. 

Identify industry’s appetite for funding programs 

Industry consultation: The IMC developed an ‘Industry Consultation Plan’ to 
provide direction for the IMC to consult with the industry and fulfil its obligations 
under the IFS regulations. The Plan was endorsed by the IMC in March 2015. 

State Barrier Fence: In March 2015, the IMC were advised that funding from the 
Sheep and Goat IFS may be sought to contribute to the costs of maintaining the 
State Barrier Fence. If/when such an application is made, the IMC will consult with 
the industry before making any decisions. 
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Ensure priority pests and diseases for funding are identified based on risk 

Benefit-cost analysis: The IMC agreed to fund a benefit-cost analysis for virulent 
footrot to provide information to help inform IMC decisions regarding the investment 
of industry funds toward controlling the disease. The results of this analysis identified 
a benefit-cost ratio of at least 5 to 1—that is, for every $1 the industry invests there is 
a $5 return. 

Funding approvals: Virulent footrot remains a priority biosecurity risk to the WA 
sheep and goat industry. As such, in August 2014 the IMC approved funding of up to 
$300 000 for DAFWA to undertake a two-year research project into the efficacy of a 
bivalent vaccine for virulent footrot in WA conditions; and $3000 for research to 
validate the reliability of real-time polymerase chain reaction (qPCR) in identifying 
virulent footrot. The IMC also approved the continuation of the Footrot Control 
Program into 2015/16. 

Goal: Biosecurity is an industry standard that is part of normal farm 
business 

Implement a promotional campaign to highlight producer responsibilities for 
biosecurity 

Communications strategy: the details of this were discussed and included as a key 
activity within the recently finalised communications strategy for the Sheep and Goat 
IFS. It is anticipated that this will be an important activity of the IMC during 2015/16. 

Recommendations to the Minister 

2015/16 IFS: In April 2015, the IMC confirmed the continuation of the Footrot Control 
Program into 2015/16. To fund this program (and the continuing vaccine research), a 
contribution rate of 12 cents per head/carcass was recommended to the Minster for 
Agriculture and Food—to be applied to the first sale of all sheep and goats produced 
in WA.  

The Minister endorsed the contribution rate, area of operation and pest to be 
targeted by the Scheme, as published in the Western Australian Government 
Gazette (12 June 2015). 

Other activities 

Continuation of the IFS: As per the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management 
Industry Funding Scheme (Sheep and Goats) Regulations 2010, the Sheep and 
Goat IFS was to cease on 30 June 2015 unless it was considered that the 
continuation of the Scheme would benefit the WA sheep and goat industry. The IMC 
discussed the issue, and agreed that continuing the Scheme would benefit the 
industry as it is the only mechanism that enables the WA sheep and goat industry to 
address the issues that we want addressed to the level seen as appropriate by the 
industry. It was the IMCs belief that, without the IFS, there would be reduced 
investment in biosecurity programs targeted toward pests and diseases that threaten 
the industry. 
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The IMC provided this feedback to the Minister as part of the consultation process. 
Based on the stakeholder responses, the Minister formally declared that the Sheep 
and Goat IFS was not to terminate on 30 June 2015. 

Review of the declared pests: The IMC were approached to provide a response to 
a discussion paper prepared by DAFWA regarding a planned review of the declared 
pests of WA (weeds and vertebrate pests). The IMC were supportive of the review, 
which may have implications for IFS-funded activities. 

4. Effectiveness of the scheme 
A total of $874 561 in contributions to the Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme 
were received during 2014/15. 

The number of producers opting out of the Scheme appears to have plateaued, with 
only five producers opting out in 2014/15 (Fig. 1). More than 99% of the Western 
Australian sheep/goat producers participate in the Scheme. This is seen as 
indicative of the value of the Scheme to the industry. 

All of the producers that opted out in 2014/15 applied for a refund of their 
contributions. These refunds amounted to $1468. 

 

 

Note: numbers are not mutually exclusive – some producers opt out of more than one 
Scheme. 

Figure 1. Number of producers opting out of the Industry Funding Schemes since the 
scheme’s inception in 2010. 
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An analysis of the collection rate for Sheep and Goat IFS contributions during 
2014/15 indicates a satisfactory collection of contributions. The analysis uses data 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions South Australia, and Meat and Livestock Australia to estimate the number 
of ‘chargeable sales’ that have taken place during the year. It must be stressed that 
there are limitation to the analysis—for example, data is not available for private 
sales; and there was scant information on goat sales/movements. 

For 2014/15, the estimated number of sheep/goat sales on which IFS contributions 
were payable was 6 033 475; however, contributions were paid on 7 328 617 
sheep/goats during the year (that is, 121%). 

Owing to the difficulties in accurately estimating the number of chargeable sales, the 
IMC regularly monitors the contributions being paid to the IFS to ensure the regular 
and correct remittance of contributions from agents and processors. 

The IMC would like to stress that the owners of stock sold to persons other than 
agents or processors (for example, to exporters or to other producers) are required 
to pay the IFS contributions, as per the regulations. 

 

 

Boer goats  
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5. 2014/15 Biosecurity programs 

Footrot control program 

Virulent footrot (Dichelobacter nodosus) is a potentially crippling infection of the feet 
of sheep and goats. Virulent footrot has been targeted through government or 
industry-funded programs since the late 1940s when more than 15% of flocks were 
infected. It is estimated that about 1% of Western Australian sheep flocks are 
infected with virulent footrot. 

Many of the remaining virulent strains of D. nodosus are mild in their clinical 
presentation and effect on production. As such, producers are often not aware that 
their animals are infected, or mistake the symptoms for benign footrot. 

The Virulent Footrot Control Program, funded through the Sheep and Goats IFS, 
maintains the gains made through previous programs and justifies the regulation of 
interstate border controls to prevent the introduction of infected sheep and goats into 
WA. The aim of the program is to detect and control the spread of virulent footrot into 
and between Western Australian sheep flocks. 

At 30 June 2015, there were 30 farming businesses in quarantine for virulent footrot 
(Figure 2). During the year, 18 quarantine notices were issued, and 32 properties 
were released from quarantine. The distribution of quarantined properties across the 
State is shown in Figure 3. 

The program undertook inspections for virulent footrot at selected abattoirs between 
October 2014 and March 2015. A total of 323 807 sheep from 2265 lines were 
inspected during this time. Seven new cases of virulent footrot were detected 
through the abattoir surveillance. 

 

Figure 2. Number of trading businesses and sheep in quarantine for virulent footrot 
in Western Australia. 
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Figure 3. Distribution of properties and years in quarantine for virulent footrot. Note: 
red dots indicate properties in quarantine for at least four years. 

A total of 62 flocks/consignments were inspected on-farm as part of the footrot 
surveillance activities. An additional 36 property inspections were carried out as part 
of the on-farm eradication or control programs. Further inspections and training took 
place by livestock biosecurity officers on quarantined properties to ensure farmers 
(or farm staff) are inspecting and culling to the protocols. 

In 2014/15, 11 626 sheep and 19 goats in 164 consignments were imported into the 
State. These animals were inspected at the border and underwent two post-entry 
inspections. 

Across the whole program, a total of 659 samples were analysed in the laboratory. 
Of these, 68 samples tested positive for virulent footrot. 

The costs of the 2014/15 Footrot Control Program are presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Costs of the 2014/15 footrot control program. 

Expenses $

Employee expenses 431 576

Laboratory fees 87 279

Travel expenses 32 465

Advertising and promotion 1 624

Consumables 7 967

Services and contracts 3 086

Communications 1 075

Other (repairs, insurance, fees) 1 191

Internal revenue recoups (3 507)

Total expenses 562 756
 

Real time PCR research 

The current method for differentiating benign and virulent footrot is the gelatin gel 
(GG) test. In 2014, scientists from Switzerland published a paper detailing a real time 
polymerase chain reaction (qPCR) that differentiated benign and virulent strains of 
the footrot bacterium. qPCR presents several advantages over the current GG test—
importantly, it is quicker and cheaper. 

During 2014/15, the new footrot qPCR was tested using DNA extracted from the 
broths used for the GG tests. This allowed a direct comparison between the qPCR 
and the GG test. 218 broths from 46 farms were tested at a cost of $3000. 

The qPCR detected 48.2% as virulent footrot, compared to 42% by GG test; and 
52.3% as benign compared to 55.9%. The research will be progressed during 
2015/16 to validate the published qPCR to detect benign or virulent footrot direct 
from hoof swabs, and compare results to the traditional culture and GG methods. 

 

DAFWA staff testing samples for virulent footrot in the laboratory 
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Footrot vaccine research 

A serogroup-specific footrot vaccine was developed by researchers at the University 
of Sydney. There are 10 serogroups of the D. nodosus bacteria, which can be further 
divided into 18 serotypes. The previous FootVax vaccine was prepared with all 10 
serogroups; however, due to antigenic competition (i.e. too many serogroups in the 
vaccine, which confused the sheep’s immune system), the vaccine was not as 
effective as expected. The new vaccine is prepared specifically for each farm, and 
contains, at most, two serogroups. It is administered in a step-wise process until all 
serogroups on that farm have been vaccinated against. 

The vaccine may be used to control, and perhaps eradicate, footrot at the property 
level, and is a potential tool for assisting footrot control as part of the control 
program. However, the value of the vaccine under WA conditions had not been 
tested. The aim of this research was to determine the potential role of the Footrot R-
pilus vaccine for both eradication and control of virulent footrot in WA. Approval for 
the research was obtained from the Animal Ethics Committee. 

During 2014/15 the serogroup survey of eight eligible flocks was completed. Three 
hundred and twenty samples were sent for laboratory analysis, with 146 of these 
identified as positive for the D. nodosus bacteria. Of these 146, 79% were virulent 
and 21% were benign. Of the eight flocks that were tested, only two were suitable for 
inclusion in the vaccine research trial based on the results of the serogroup survey. 

Owing to difficulties in obtaining the vaccine, the project has been extended until 
June 2017. 

 

Table 2. Costs of the footrot vaccine research during 2014/15. 

Expenses $

Salaries and labour 62 487

Laboratory testing 26 126

Equipment 6 420

Travel 2 649

Vaccine production 3 600

Total expenses 101 282
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6. 2014/15 Financial details 
The IFS finances are administrated by the Director General of DAFWA through an 
agency special purpose account called the Sheep and Goat Industry Declared Pest 
Control and Compensation Account (the IFS Account). DAFWA manage these funds 
on behalf of the IMC, and prepares financial reports including the end of financial 
year statements. 

 The balance of the IFS Account was $1 622 084 at the 30 June 2015. 
 The total cost of the 2014/15 Footrot Control Program was $562 756; the footrot 

vaccine research totalled $101 282; and $3000 was spent on qPCR research. 
 Industry contributions to the IFS totalling $879 434 were received by DAFWA in 

2014/15; however, $4 873 of this was reimbursed to producers that had opted out 
of the Scheme in the previous financial year. 

 Interest applied to the funds during 2014/15 amounted to $44 442. 
 The activities of the IMC resulted in expenditure of $28 338. 

Table 3 contains the financial details for 2014/15 for the Sheep and Goat IFS. 

Table 3. Sheep and Goat IFS finances for the 2014/15 financial year. 

Expenses $

Programs: 

Footrot control program 562 756

Footrot vaccine research 101 282

qPCR research 3 000

Other expenses: 

Board member fees 12 951

Travel expenses 7 705

Consultants 5 300

Meeting expenses 1 478

Advertising 754

Other 150

Opt out refunds (2013/14) 4 873

Total expenses 700 249
 

Income 

Contributions 879 434

Interest revenue 44 442

Total income 923 876
 

NET COST OF SERVICE -223 627
 

Balance sheet 
EQUITY at 30 June 2015 1 622 084
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7. Direction for 2015/16 
In partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Food WA, the Sheep and Goat 
IMC will continue to manage and monitor the programs it has in place to address 
virulent footrot. 

During 2015/16, the IMC expect to further develop options for inclusion in the Footrot 
Control Program that will support property-level eradication and further reduce the 
risk of footrot spread from quarantined properties. Additionally, communication and 
consultation will be an important part of the IMCs work during 2015/16 as activities 
from the new communications and consultation strategies are undertaken. 

The IMC will play an important role in discussions to determine the biosecurity 
priorities of the Western Australian sheep and goat industry. With reduced 
government funding, it is important that there is leadership and direction from the 
industry to ensure industry investment is targeted toward the priorities and delivers 
value to the industry. Of particular interest is the anticipated request for industry to 
provide the funds required to maintain the State Barrier Fence. 

As per the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, the Minister will carry 
out a review of the operation and effectiveness of the Sheep and Goat IFS 
regulations during 2015/16. Over the past five years, the IMC has identified several 
areas of the regulations that may be revised so as to improve the operation and 
effectiveness of the Scheme to deliver important biosecurity outcomes to the 
industry. 

The Sheep and Goat Industry Funding Scheme is an industry-controlled scheme. As 
such, the IMC always welcomes industry feedback and input to the Scheme, its 
programs and sheep and goat issues in general. The IMC can be contacted at any 
time through the Executive Officer. The IMC is particularly keen to hear the industry’s 
views on the risks and opportunities within the biosecurity arena, and members are 
available to participate in industry forums, meetings and field days to discuss the 
Scheme and answer any questions from industry. 
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