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Sheep with scabby mouth 
 

Scabby mouth is a highly contagious viral disease of sheep and goats that is common in Western Australia. 

The disease is usually mild, with resolution within two to three weeks, but sometimes it is complicated by 

secondary bacterial infection or flystrike.  

Sheep with scabby mouth should not be transported if showing any of the following signs:  

 More than 50% of the nose and lips is covered with active, inflamed sores 

 Ulcerated skin of the lips and nose (red, bloody, oozing) 

 Sores show signs of bacterial infection (pus) or flystrike (maggots) 

 There are scabby mouth sores on other parts of the body as well as the face 

 The sheep is dull and depressed (isolated from others in the pen) 

 The sheep is very thin (score 1) and shows no interest in eating or drinking.  

Sheep presenting in this way are not considered fit to load or transport, due to the pain and distress caused by 

close contact with other animals and the increased stress of transport. 

  
     
    Severe infection with scabby mouth 
 

                                 

                                

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
What to do about scabby mouth 
 

The disease is highly contagious and to avoid 

spreading infection to other animals in contact with 

them, sheep with scabby mouth should be kept on 

the farm until visible sores have healed (normally 

14–28 days). The disease can be transmitted to 

people. After handling infected sheep, people 

should wash their hands thoroughly. 

When using vaccine to protect sheep against 

scabby mouth, it is important to follow the 

manufacturer’s directions. A single dose of vaccine 

at lamb marking provides immunity within about 

two weeks and protection for 12 months. 

Vaccinated sheep may contract infection but the 

disease is milder and complications less likely to 

occur.   

Sheep that have severe or complicated scabby 

mouth disease (as outlined in the points above) 

should not be loaded or transported except in 

accordance with written veterinary advice.    

If such sheep are found at a livestock aggregation 

point (e.g. saleyard), animal welfare inspectors will 

require that action be taken to protect the welfare, 

safety and health of the animal. They may be put in 

hospital pens to recover or be humanely destroyed.  

An inspector may investigate the farm of origin, the 

place from which the animals were consigned 

and/or the livestock transporter for a breach of the 

Animal Welfare Act 2002. 
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Late stage scabby mouth with healing sores. The dotted line shows the nose and lips area.                       
Providing that none of the signs that indicate severe or complicated scabby mouth disease is present, 
this sheep may be fit to load. 
 


