
From: Allison Stephenson  
Sent: Thursday, 6 June 2019 10:17 PM 
To: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au 
Subject: Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Attachments:

 PROPOSED_DOG_WELFARE_CHANGES_TEMPLATE_LETTER_FOR_
CLIENTS (1).docx 

 

Good evening,   

Please see my attached document letter. 

Kind Regards 

Allison  



Allison Stephenson 

 

 

 
 

 

5th May, 2019 

 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 

Animal Welfare Regulation 

Locked Bag 4 

Bentley Delivery Centre WA 6983 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing to you today as a current client of The Holistic Hound Dog Training based in Perth, WA to oppose 

some of the new standards proposed in the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health and Welfare of Dogs 

in WA, specifically those outlined below; 

The flat ban on prong collars  
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog. 

 

The adjustments to the accepted method of use of Electronic Collars, points (a) & (b) 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the 

generally accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the 

generally accepted method of use includes: 

(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other 

training techniques to modify behaviour and these have not been 

effective; 

(b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog 

and reasonably believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic  

collar. 

 

I think it should also be mentioned, while not a proposed new standard, the guideline regarding a 2-hour 

maximum on crating as per G4.1 I believe is also unrealistic for many people. Crating a dog for a longer period 

as part of a wider program and adequate mental and physical stimulation for the dog is often a measure to keep a 

dog safe, and maintain high structure and quality of training, as well as used at many dog clubs and events to 

ensure safety in an environment with multiple dogs present. My dogs have been trained correctly in a positive 

manner to use their crate. I continue to use a crate in my home as my dogs find comfort in their crate and use 

their crates as their bed. Both of my dogs sleep in their crates during the day by choice (door open) and at night 

time (closed). The dogs have never shown signs of distress or discomfort.   

 

 

I adopted my dog Chia at the age of 4 months, she was destructive and hyperactive. On the lead she would pull 

and grab, and I decided to buy a Sporn Halter Harness, which only masked the problem. Chia still pulled, and it 

caused blisters where the harness made contact, this is when I reached out to Holistic Hound Dog Trainer. 

Through Lauren’s guidance and a prong collar, I have taught Chia to walk without any pulling and to control her 

impulses. The prong, in combination with positive reinforcement, provides me with a way of communicating 

with Chia. A flat ban on prong collars would be taking away my form of ‘yes and no’ with Chia.Along with the 

ban on prong collars, I am strongly opposed to the guidelines regarding a 2-hour maximum on crating. For Chia, 

the crate is her safe place and where she chooses to sleep day and night.  

From the day I adopted Chia, she has always been an energetic dog. When she was sterilised as puppy, she still 

enjoyed running and jumping, and teaching her to happily stay in her crate for well over 2 hours saved her from 

ripping her stitches opened, reduced the risk of infection and pain, and saved us trips to the vet. 

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Draft%20Standards%20and%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20of%20Dogs%20in%20WA.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Draft%20Standards%20and%20Guidelines%20for%20the%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20of%20Dogs%20in%20WA.pdf


Allison Stephenson 

 

 

 
Rather than putting a band-aid on the problem like most “training tools” available in stores do, the methods and 

tools introduced by Lauren from The Holistic Hound Dog Training are about training all aspects of the dog’s 

life. The use of the prong collar has not only taught Chia how to walk on a lead, but also how to pay attention 

and to behave around humans and other dogs without taking anything away from health or quality of life. The 

prong collar is used simply as a form of communication with my dog, it has taught her what is ‘yes’ and what is 

‘no’. Before any ban is put on prong collars, use of this tool should be observed first hand. If you were to see 

Chia with a prong collar on, you would never see her in any distress or pain, and her demeanour is that of a very 

happy, and very well looked after dog. 

The decision on whether to ban prong collars should not be made based on the opinions of those who have never 

used one or those who have never had to rescue or retrain a dog. Personally, not allowing me to use a prong 

collar would be detrimental to the health and wellbeing of my dog, as I would not be able to safely walk her 

around other dogs and people, isolating her from the world. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would be happy to substantiate the above information by 

answering any questions or submit further if needed as I feel so strongly about this cause.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Allison Stephenson  

Client of  

The Holistic Hound Dog Training 

Lauren Maslen (Owner-Operator)  

 

ABN: 38 322 407 514 

 


	Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation.pdf (p.1)
	PROPOSED_DOG_WELFARE_CHANGES_TEMPLATE_LETTER_FOR_CLIENTS (1).pdf (p.2-3)

