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Primary Producer Recovery Grant Program at a glance 

Key features of the Program are: 

 The Primary Producer Recovery Grant Program provides financial assistance to 
primary producers to help pay for the costs of clean-up and reinstatement of primary 
production enterprises that suffered direct damage as a result of STC Seroja. 

 The maximum grant amount is $25,000 and multiple applications may be submitted 
by an applicant until the maximum amount is reached. 

 An initial claim for up to $15,000 may be submitted with evidence of the direct 
damage such as photographs, quotations or invoices. 

 To claim the subsequent amount of up to $10,000 an applicant will need to provide 
full evidence of payment for all work/activities being claimed (including that claimed 
under the initial grant of $15,000).  

 

Should you read on? 

To help decide whether you are eligible to apply for funds under this scheme, you should 
answer yes to these questions: 

 I am a primary producer, hold a current Australian Business Number (ABN) that I 
held at the time of STC Seroja (11-12 April 2021) and are registered for GST. 

 My primary production enterprise is located in the defined disaster area, was 
operational at the time of STC Seroja and suffered direct damage as a result of STC 
Seroja. 

 I intend to re-establish my primary production enterprise in the defined disaster area. 
 

 
To receive a grant under this Program you must: 

1. Demonstrate that you: 

 meet the eligibility criteria 
 meet the assessment criteria  

2. Complete and submit an application form online through SmartyGrants, ensuring all 
required supporting information and documents are clear and legible when uploaded. 

 
 

 

Contact us 

Email: RuralBusiness.DevelopmentUnit@dpird.wa.gov.au   
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Severe Tropical Cyclone Seroja - Primary Producer Recovery 
Grant 

These guidelines relate solely to the Primary Producer Recovery Grant Program. The 
Commonwealth and State Government are jointly providing eligible primary producers a grant 
of up to $25,000 to assist with clean-up costs. It covers activities such as the removal and 
disposal of debris, damaged infrastructure and equipment, deceased livestock; salvaging 
crops; and repairing damaged infrastructure and equipment. The Primary Producer Recovery 
Grant Program is jointly funded through the Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements. 

1. About the program 

STC Seroja absorbed STC Odette into its circulation on 10 April 2021. Due to Odette, 
Seroja was steered to the southeast towards the WA coast, before strengthening even 
further. At around 8 pm (Western Standard Time) on 11 April, STC Seroja made landfall 
slightly south of Kalbarri as a Category 3 severe tropical cyclone, bringing heavy rain and 
hurricane-force wind gusts (about 170 km/h). Later that day, STC Seroja began 
accelerating to the southeast towards Esperance while weakening. On 12 April, Seroja 
emerged off the southern coast of WA.  

The Primary Producer Recovery Grant Program will provide an exceptional circumstances 
grant to primary producers to help pay for the costs of clean-up and reinstatement of their 
primary production enterprise damaged during STC Seroja on 11-12 April 2021. The 
assistance is based on the event being proclaimed a natural disaster event extending 
across 16 Local Government Areas. 

2. Available funding 

The maximum Primary Producer Recovery Grant amount is $25,000. 

 An initial amount of up to $15,000 is available (an initial claim). To support an 
initial claim, evidence of the direct damage such as photographs, quotations, tax 
invoices and official receipts are required. 

 A subsequent amount of up to $10,000 is available (a subsequent claim). To 
support subsequent claims, full evidence of payment is required. This evidence must 
also be provided for any amounts claimed under the initial claim if full evidence of 
payment has not already been provided. 

Multiple applications can be made up to the maximum grant amount available under the 
Program. 

3. How funding may be used 

3.1  Grants are provided to help pay for the costs of the clean-up and reinstatement of the 
primary production enterprise. This includes: 

a) engaging a tradesperson to conduct a safety inspection of damage to a property, 
premises or equipment; 

b) purchasing, hiring or leasing equipment or materials to clean a property, premises or 
equipment; 

c) employing a person to clean a property, premises or equipment  

i. if the cost would not ordinarily have been incurred in the absence of the 
eligible disaster or  
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ii. the cost exceeds the cost of employing a person to clean the property, 
premises or equipment that would ordinarily have been incurred in the 
absence of the eligible disaster; 

d) removing and disposing of debris or damaged goods and material; 

e) repairing a building or repairing or replacing fittings in a building if the repair or 
replacement is essential for resuming operation of the primary production enterprise. 
(Funding is not available for repairs to a building that is used as a dwelling, unless it 
is used for carrying on the primary production enterprise, for example staff 
accommodation); 

f) purchasing, hiring or leasing equipment or materials that are essential for 
immediately resuming operation of the primary production enterprise; and 

g) any of the following – 

i. repairing or reconditioning essential plant or equipment; 

ii. repairing or replacing fencing on a property, other than to the extent, the cost 
may be recovered under other assistance* from the Commonwealth or State; 

iii. purchasing fodder, other than to the extent, the cost may be recovered under 
other assistance* from the Commonwealth or State; 

iv. maintaining the health of livestock; 

v. replacing the dead livestock; 

vi. repairing or restoring fields; 

vii. salvaging crops, grain or feed; 

viii. replacing lost or damaged plants if the replacement is essential for 
immediately resuming operation of the primary production enterprise; 

ix. carting water. 

*Examples of other assistance 

 Under the Category B measures of Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements: 

o a freight subsidy for transporting fencing materials; or 

o a fodder subsidy for carting emergency fodder; or 

o a fencing subsidy for eligible boundary fencing. 

3.2  An applicant is not eligible for assistance under the scheme: 

a) for loss of income as a result of the eligible disaster; 

b) if the primary producer is entitled to receive an amount under a policy of insurance 
for the relevant costs claimed. 

4. Eligibility criteria 

4.1 To be eligible for a Primary Producer Recovery Grant, the applicant must: 

a) be a primary producer; 

b) derive at least 50% of their gross income from primary production and devote part of 
their labour to the primary production enterprise affected; 

c) hold an Australian Business Number (ABN) and have held that ABN at the time of 
the eligible disaster and be registered for GST; 
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d) have a primary production enterprise that is located in the defined area (see the 16 
Local Government Areas listed below) for the eligible disaster and have suffered 
direct damage as a result of the eligible disaster 

City of Greater Geraldton Shire of Koorda 

Shire of Carnamah Shire of Mingenew 

Shire of Carnarvon Shire of Morawa 

Shire of Chapman Valley Shire of Mount Marshall 

Shire of Coorow Shire of Northampton 

Shire of Dalwallinu Shire of Perenjori 

Shire of Dandaragan Shire of Shark Bay 

Shire of Irwin Shire of Three Springs 
 

e) have been engaged in carrying on the primary production enterprise when affected 
by the eligible disaster; 

f) be primarily responsible for meeting the costs claimed in the application; 

g) for costs relating to 3.1 g) (v), (vi) and (vii) provide satisfactory evidence of the loss 
or damage; and 

h) intend to re-establish the primary production enterprise in the defined disaster area 
for the eligible disaster. 

4.2 An applicant may also be eligible for a Primary Producer Recovery Grant if both of the 
following apply: 

a) The applicant’s primary production enterprise is located outside the defined disaster 
area for the eligible disaster but is carried on at least sometime on a regular basis in 
the area. 

b) Plant or equipment of the primary production enterprise situated in the defined 
disaster area has been damaged as a result of the eligible disaster. 

Note: Where an applicant’s income from primary production is less than 50% of their total 
income, the applicant may be eligible for a grant if they can demonstrate that in the ordinary 
course of business the applicant would meet that requirement, but:  

 Their primary production income is currently reduced due to seasonal or 
unanticipated conditions; and/or 

 Due to long lead times to full production, the applicant expects to earn such an 
amount of income within a three to eight year period, taking into account the nature 
of the industry. 

5. Eligible separate businesses 

5.1 Applicants who operate more than one primary production enterprise (business), for 
example under a single ABN at separate locations, may apply for assistance for each 
eligible separate business up to the maximum amount of the Primary Producer Recovery 
Grant. 

5.2 When determining an application on this basis, DPIRD may consider (but is not limited 
to): 

a) the staffing arrangements of the separate business; 
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b) whether the business has its own plant equipment or stock; 

c) the accounting arrangements of the separate business; 

d) whether the separate business operates under its own trading name; 

e) the commercial scale, viability and autonomy of each business. 

6. Exclusions  

Applicants will not be eligible for a grant, or part of a grant, if: 

a) the applicant has received, or has been approved to receive, financial assistance for 
costs associated with the items described in section 3, from another government 
assistance scheme. 

b) the applicant is entitled to receive a payment under an insurance policy for costs directly 
associated with items from section 3, however the applicant may be eligible for a grant 
for the portion of costs that are not covered by their insurance, or for amounts in excess 
of the value insured. 

c) They have already applied in relation to the same property and received maximum 
assistance. 

The following costs are ineligible: 

a) Damage to dwellings that are the primary residence of the applicant 

b) Damages that are covered by insurance 

c) Own labour (including existing staff and own equipment) 

d) Expansion projects, or for areas that were not in active production, however this should 
not prevent sensible preparation for future events. 

e) Loss of income 

7. Assessment 

a) Applications will be assessed against the eligibility criteria. 

b) DPIRD reserves the right to request further information from you or from any business 
or individual you have engaged to assist in assessing your application and to verify any 
information provided in your application. Failure to provide such information may result 
in DPIRD refusing your application. 

c) DPIRD reserves the right to refuse an application where eligibility criteria are not met, or 
where the applicant does not, or cannot, provide sufficient information for DPIRD to 
determine if eligibility criteria have been met. 

d) Applications submitted may be subject to audit by DPIRD or its agents in order to 
determine compliance with scheme guidelines. 

e) Complete applications will be assessed in order of receipt. Incomplete applications will 
not enter the assessment queue until all required information is provided. 

f) Before applying for financial assistance under this program, applicants should seek 
advice from their legal, business or financial advisers about the tax implications of this 
financial assistance. 

g) Applicants will be expected to provide a range of supporting documentation, including 
the latest local council rate notice; latest available Tax Return and Financial Statement, 
for your farm business and complete statement of Assets and Liabilities that covers 
each member of the farm business. 
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h) You should also include personal taxation returns for all beneficiaries of trusts and all 
Directors/Shareholders of a company where other entities are involved. 

8. How to apply 

An application will need to be submitted online through SmartyGrants. Complete 
applications are assessed in order of receipt and DPIRD may request further information 
to help assess an application. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure their application is complete and correct. 
The department will not accept responsibility for any misunderstanding arising from the 
failure by an applicant to comply with the guidelines, or arising from any discrepancies, 
ambiguities, inconsistencies or errors in an application. 

The department may request clarification information from an applicant and will allow 
them 10 business days to respond with information and/or documentary evidence to verify 
their claim. The department’s decision will be final and will be made at its absolute 
discretion. 

9. False and misleading information 

By submitting the application form, you are declaring that the information provided in the 
application form and supporting documentation is true and accurate. 

Providing inaccurate, untrue or misleading information may be a breach of criminal law for 
which serious penalties may apply. Applicants should be aware that the giving of false or 
misleading information is a serious offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth). 

If any information provided in an application or supporting documentation is found to be 
inaccurate, untrue or misleading, legal action may be taken against you, including action 
to recover the funds. 

10. Conflict of Interest 

A conflict of interest arises where a person makes a decision or exercises a power in a 
way that may be, or may be perceived to be, influenced by either material personal 
interest (financial or non-financial) or material personal associations.  

All persons involved in the assessment of applications will be required to make a conflict 
of interest declaration which will ensure the appropriate identification and management of 
any conflicts of interest and comply with the Western Australian Public Service Code of 
Conduct. 

11. Notification of funding decisions 

All applicants will be notified in writing via email of decisions as soon as practicable by 
DPIRD. Unsuccessful applicants will be able to reapply if they have evidence that 
addresses the reason for decline. 

12. Personal information and disclosure of information in application 

DPIRD may collect personal information from applicants for the purposes of 
administration, evaluation and assessment of an application. Personal information may be 
disclosed to other Western Australian Government agencies provided disclosure is 
consistent with relevant laws, including the Privacy Act 1988. Personal information will be 
used and stored in accordance with the Privacy Principles.  
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The department’s Privacy Policy is available on the department’s website. Applicants may 
contact the department about their personal information or to make a complaint. 

13. Complaints handling process 

If an applicant is dissatisfied with the way an application has been handled by the 
department, they can contact DFES and lodge a complaint. The DPIRD will not 
reconsider applications as part of the complaints process. Instead, the complaint will be 
considered by a DFES officer independent from the original process, and the applicant 
will receive a response from DFES.   

14. Additional Information 

Applicants are advised that funding received may have taxation implications and that they 
should seek independent taxation and financial advice from a suitably qualified 
professional before submitting their application if they have any concerns.  

The Australian Government has made the grant assistance received under this scheme 
non-assessable, non- exempt income. Applicants do not pay tax on non-assessable, non-
exempt income and do not include the amount when they work out their tax loss. Grant 
assistance received under this scheme is also not subject to GST. 

15. Definitions 

Defined disaster area for an eligible disaster means the area that the appropriate Minister 
has defined for the purpose of activating the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements. 
These are published on the DFES website  

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements means the funding arrangements as agreed 
between the Commonwealth and the State for providing financial assistance to communities 
affected by an eligible disaster (available on the Australian Government Disaster Assist 
website). 

Eligible disaster means a bushfire, cyclone, flood, earthquake, storm surge, landslide, 
meteorite strike, tornado, tsunami, storm – including hail, rain and/or wind event or terrorist 
act. 

Eligible separate business means a commercial entity that would be a commercially viable 
and autonomous business if the other separate businesses carried on by the primary 
production enterprise ceased to operate. 

Evidence may consist of: 

a) Photographic evidence of damage incurred may also be sought, including details of: 
 Who took the photograph(s) 
 Where the photograph(s) was taken 
 The date on which the photograph was taken 
 An explanation of the damage that the photograph is intending to show. 

b) Insurance details including proof of insurance, and potentially pay out figures when 
audit is undertaken. 
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Evidence of payment means: 

a) tax invoice(s) showing full details of the goods or services provided. The goods and 
services described on each invoice must be clearly identifiable having been paid by 
the applicant and being related to damage from the eligible disaster; and 

b) evidence of payment for these tax invoices. A copy must be provided of an applicant’s 
bank transfer(s) and/or bank statement(s) with any relevant official receipt(s) from 
suppliers or contractors. 

Official receipt means a receipt including the name and address and ABN (if applicable) of 
the entity that issued the receipt and a description of each item to which the receipt relates. 

Primary producer means: 

a) a sole trader who - 

i. spends the majority of their labour on a primary production enterprise; and 

ii. either – 

A. derives the majority of their income from the primary production enterprise; 
or 

B. in the opinion of DPIRD, based on the demonstrated production potential of 
the primary production enterprise, will eventually derive the majority of their 
incomes from the primary production enterprise. 

b) in relation to a partnership, company or trust that carries on a primary production 
enterprise for which the partners, shareholders or beneficiaries – 

i. spends the majority of their labour on a primary production enterprise; and 

ii. either – 

A. derive the majority of their income form the primary production enterprise; or 

B. in the opinion of DPIRD, based on the demonstrated production potential of 
the primary production enterprise, will eventually derive the majority of their 
incomes from the primary production enterprise. 

Primary production enterprise means 

a) a business that is carried on by a primary producer and involves primary production, 
including the agricultural, apicultural, aqua-cultural, commercial wild-catch fishing, 
forestry, grazing and horticultural industries; and 

b) for which an entity holds an Australian Business Number (ABN). 

Reinstatement means the carrying out of activities that are necessary to help the primary 
production enterprise continue or resume production at a similar level as before the eligible 
disaster. 

Valid tax invoice means an invoice including the name, address and ABN (if applicable) of 
the entity that issued the invoice and a description of each item to which the invoice relates 
which is clearly identifiable as being related to approved expenditure for the applicant. 

 

Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western 
Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information 
or any part of it. 
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