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Dear Madam/Sir, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Standards and 
Guidelines for the Health and Welfare of Dogs in WA. 
  
Whilst this document is definitely long overdue to ensure responsible pet and 
commercial dog ownership, there are several areas where the Standards could 
be strengthened in line with other State jurisdictions. I have extensively 
referred to certain Victorian Codes of Practice because of the prescriptive 
nature of the Codes and the high welfare standards they achieve, in 
comparison to other jurisdictions. 
 
In general, I support the calls by RSPCA WA to ban the use of the electronic 
shock collars, the cap on breeding females to 3 or more to define a domestic 
dog business and that minimum space requirements must apply to all dogs 
including farm working dogs. 
 
Additionally, I hope the final Standards will ensure that all dogs must be 
exercised daily outside their yard and in the case of domestic dog businesses, 
outside their enclosures, for a minimum of 20 minutes per day, given the 
recognised problem of yard dogs, ie those who never leave the confines of the 
yard as well as research which shows that 63% of dogs are not walked daily. 
(Bennett, P.C., Mornement, K., & Howell, T. (2013). Pet-care practices in 
Victoria, 2013: a survey of bird, cat, dog and rabbit owners. Unpublished 
report, La Trobe University, Australia.) 
 
 

Part 2 –General care of dogs 
 
3. Minimum housing conditions 
 
S3.2 An area in which a dog is kept must: 
(a) include a weatherproof area which adequately provides the dog with 
shelter, shade or other protection from the elements; 
(b) allow access to a dry surface, including during cleaning; 
(c) have sufficient air flow and quality to ensure levels of noxious gases, 
odours, dust, or heat do not pose a risk of harm to dog health or 
welfare; and 
(d) be maintained to avoid faeces, urine and spoiled food accumulating 
to such an extent that this poses a risk to the health or welfare of the 
dog. 

To optimise the health and welfare of dogs, daily removal of faeces, urine and 
spoiled food must be written into the Standard. The Standard also needs to be clear 
that a weatherproof area must protect from rain, wind and sun.  

 

Proposed S3.2  

An area in which a dog is kept must: 

(a) include a weatherproof area which adequately provides the dog with 



shelter, shade and protection from rain and wind; 
(b) allow access to a dry surface, including during cleaning; 
(c) have sufficient air flow and quality to ensure levels of noxious gases, 
odours, dust, or heat do not pose a risk of harm to dog health or 
welfare; and 
(d) be maintained  daily to avoid faeces, urine and spoiled food accumulating 
as this poses a risk to the health or welfare of the dog. 
 
S3.3 Housing in which a dog is kept must: 
(a) be large enough for a dog to stand, turn around freely, stretch, roll, 
lie with limbs extended, and urinate and defecate away from sleeping 
and eating areas; 
 (b) meet the minimum size requirements listed in Appendix 1 
 
The minimum size requirements for enclosures in the Draft Standards are far less 
than what is recommended in the Victorian Code for the Private Keeping of Dogs. 
Appendix 1 in the Draft Standards allows for 1.5sqm for a dog less than 40cm high, 
2.4sqm for a dog between 40-70cm and 3.5sqm for a dog over 70cm high. In 
contrast, the Victorian Code has minimum size requirements of 7sqm for a dog less 
than 40cm high, 10 sqm for a dog between 40-70cm high and 15sqm for a dog over 
70cm high.  
  
There is no reason why these Draft Standards cannot match the higher welfare 
standards set by the Victoria Code as the minimum space requirements set out in 
Appendix 1 do not allow the dog to meaningfully use its space to sleep, eat, 
generally move around whilst keeping a significant distance from the area where it 
urinates and defecates. 
 
Additionally, I join the calls of RSPCA WA in asking that the minimum size 
requirements must cover all dogs including farm dogs. Enclosures pre-dating the 
time before the Standards come into effect must not be exempt from the minimum 
size requirements in the document. 
 
 
Proposed S3.3 
S3.3 Housing in which a dog, including a farm dog, is kept must: 
(a) be large enough for a dog to stand, turn around freely, stretch, roll, 
lie with limbs extended, and urinate and defecate away from sleeping 
and eating areas; 
 (b) meet the minimum size requirements listed below. 

 

Height of dog at 
shoulder 
 
(Cms) 

Min area 
 
(Sq.m) 

Min width 
 
(Cms) 

Min height 
 
(Cms) 

Increased floor area for 
each pup between 8 and 
16 weeks of age 
(Sq.m) 

Below 40 7 120 180 0.5 



40 to 70 10 180 180 1.0 

70 and above 15 240 180 1.5 

 
 

S3.5 A dog must have access to dry bedding which is: 

(a) free from faeces, urine and soiled food; 

(b) appropriate to the health status and individual characteristics of the 

dog; and 

(c) sufficient to provide thermal and physical comfort. 

 

Amend S3.5 to include the higher welfare requirements in the Victorian Code of 
Practice for the Operation of Breeding and Rearing Establishments -6(5)(D)(i) 

 

Proposed S3.5  

A dog must have access to dry bedding which is: 

(a) free from faeces, urine and soiled food; 

(b) appropriate to the health status and individual characteristics of the 

dog; and 

(c) sufficient to provide thermal and physical comfort. 

(d) protected from the weather (wind, rain, sun and extremes of climate), 
vermin and harassment from other animals 

(e) not made predominantly of concrete or metal 

(f)  raised off the ground 

(g) of soft, warm bedding material that must be provided in all housing and 
changed weekly or more often if required 

h) One third of the minimum pen size for each dog must be weatherproof and 
include raised sleeping quarters. 

 
G3.1 Enclosures and outdoor housing should be located in an area that provides a 
dog access to both shade and sun. 
 
Amend and raise to Standard. 
 
Proposed Standard 
Enclosures and outdoor housing should be located in an area that provides a dog 
access to both shade and sun and protection from rain and wind. 
 
G3.2 A dog’s housing and environment should be checked on a daily basis. 
Faeces, urine and soiled food should be removed and contaminated bedding 
replaced. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 



G3.3 Efforts should be made to effectively control pests in a dog’s housing and 
environment, including flies, fleas, mosquitoes and rodents. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 

4. Crating of dogs 
 
G4.1 A dog should not be confined in a crate with the crate door closed unless; 
(a) the dog has been trained to accept confinement; 
(b) efforts are made to provide appropriate enrichment; and 
(c) the period of time does not exceed 2 hours a day during daytime 
hours. 
 
Amend and raise to Standard- Crating of a dog by an individual who has not 
adequately trained a dog to accept crating or is unaware of the detrimental effects of 
extended crating can result in adverse welfare outcomes. Community expectation is 
that the Draft Standards must be prescriptive in relation to maximum duration of 
crating to avoid the very adverse welfare outcomes associated with extended crating 
including the inability to express natural behaviours as well as the inability to 
defecate and urinate away from the resting area. The above guideline must be 
raised to a prescriptive Standard that sets a maximum time of crating to 2 hours to 
remove the possibility that an owner may cause their dog harm by keeping their dog 
crated for an extended period of time. 
The new Standard must also specify regular opportunity for a dog to urinate and 
defecate outside the crate. 
 
Proposed Standard 
A dog must not be confined in a crate with the crate door closed unless; 
(a) the dog has been trained to accept confinement; 
(b) efforts are made to provide appropriate enrichment; and 
(c) the period of time does not exceed 2 hours a day during daytime 
hours. 
d) All crated dogs should be given the opportunity to urinate and 
defaecate outside the crate. Puppies and older dogs need to urinate and 
defecate more frequently, so they must be given more opportunity to toilet 
outside the crate. 
 
 

5. Tethering of dogs 
 
The document acknowledges that long-term tethering can have a significant negative 
impact on the health of a dog and should be avoided. It is therefore not acceptable to 
the community that the Standards do not enshrine a maximum  time a dog can be 
tethered.G5.1 must be upgraded to a Standard which sets the maximum  time of 
tethering to 2 hours per 24 hour period. 
 
G5.1 Dogs should not be tethered for a period exceeding two hours in any 
twentyfour hour period. 
 



Raise to Standard 
 
G5.2 When dogs are to be tethered for an extended period, the tether should be at 
least three metres in length. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G5.3 Tethers should only be used when other means of confinement are 
unavailable, insufficient, or not appropriate for the confinement of the dog. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G5.4 Dogs should not be tethered to address problem behaviour unless part of a 
behaviour modification program overseen by a veterinarian or experienced 
dog trainer. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G5.6 The size and weight of chain or cable used to tether a dog should be 
appropriate to the size of the dog, and not hinder the dog’s movement within 
the tether site. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 

6. Transport of dogs 
 
G6.1 Non-slip surfaces and insulated matting should be provided for dogs 
transported in direct contact with metal surfaces, such as on the open back of 
a vehicle, or in the back of vans or trucks. 
 
Upgrade to Standard 
 
G6.5 Dogs held for loading in, or on, to a vehicle or aircraft should be kept in a 
secure, quiet and sheltered area. 
 
Upgrade to Standard 
 
 

7. Health and veterinary care 
 
G7.1 Owners or carers should be familiar with the signs of both good and poor 
health in a dog. A daily health check should include monitoring the dog’s 
physical condition, checking for signs of ill health and injury, and checking that 
the dog is eating, drinking, toileting and behaving normally.  
 
G7.1 must be upgraded to a Standard and include the extensive list of signs of ill 
health and injury listed in the Victorian Code of Practice for the Private keeping of 
dogs, Appendix 2, so that WA owners can be educated on what their obligations are 
as well as ensure higher welfare outcomes for WA dogs. 



 
Proposed Standard 
Owners or carers should be familiar with the signs of both good and poor 
health in a dog. A daily health check should include monitoring the dog’s 
physical condition, checking for signs of ill health and injury, and checking that 
the dog is eating, drinking, toileting and behaving normally. Signs to look for 
include: 
1. Signs of potential ill-health: 

 Increased appetite or water consumption 

 Loss of appetite or weight loss 

 Unusually dull or lethargic 

 Vomiting or diarrhoea 

 Straining to urinate or have a bowel motion 

 Runny or weepy nose or eyes 

 Lameness or difficulty standing or walking 

 Bleeding that has not stopped in a few minutes 

 Swelling of any body part 

 Apparent pain or discomfort 

 Restlessness or not sleeping 

 Sneezing or coughing repeatedly 

 Difficulty breathing/panting excessively 

 Patchy or excessive hair loss 

 Scratching at or shaking the head repeatedly 

 Wounds or inflamed areas 

 Loss of balance 

 Fits or seizures 

 Any other physical or behavioural abnormality  

 

2. Signs of good health: 

 Bright, alert and responsive 

 Clean, shiny coat free of bare patches 

 Free of wounds, swelling or lumps 

 Free of fleas and intestinal worms 

 Healthy appetite and normal weight 

 Keen to exercise 

 Moves freely and easily when walking or running 

 Have a bowel motion at least once a day but not have diarrhoea 

 Urinates at regular intervals through the day 

 Free of abnormal discharges from eyes, nose, mouth or ears 



 Not coughing or sneezing excessively 

 Free from abnormal odours 

 
G7.2 Veterinary care should be sought promptly for a dog showing signs of ill 
health or injury. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G7.12 Dogs should be groomed sufficiently to prevent the coat from becoming 
tangled or matted. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G7.13 Dogs’ coats, ears and feet should be checked regularly and appropriate action 
taken when grass seeds, burrs and external parasites such as fleas, ticks and 
mites are observed. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G7.14 Dogs’ teeth and gums should be checked regularly and appropriate action 
taken when signs of poor teeth and gum health are observed. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 

8. Food and water 
 
S8.1 A dog must have access to clean water in a sufficient quantity to meet the 
dog’s physiological needs. 
 
Proposed S8.1 
A dog must have access to clean water in a sufficient quantity to meet the 
dog’s physiological needs at all times. 
 
G8.5 Food and water containers provided for dogs should: 
(a) be constructed of non-toxic materials; 
(b) be designed for easy and effective cleaning and disinfection; 
 (c) be readily accessible to the dog and positioned to avoid unintended 
spillage or contamination by urine or faeces; and 
(d) not pose an unreasonable risk of harm to the dog. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G8.6 Spoiled or contaminated dog food or water should be removed and disposed 
of promptly, and containers cleaned before reuse. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 



9. Body condition 
 
G9.2 Veterinary advice should be sought: 
(a) if the dog’s body condition lies outside the ideal range (4-5 of 9 on the 
WSAVA scale) and the dog shows signs of ill health, such as not 
eating, drinking, toileting or behaving normally; 
(b) if a dog’s body condition changes (as reflected by change in BCS) 
without known changes to nutritional intake or level of exercise; 
(c) for a dog with a thin body condition (BCS below 4 of 9), which does not 
respond to increased nutritional intake; or 
 (d) for a dog with a heavy body condition (BCS above 5 of 9) which does 
not respond to a reduced nutritional intake and suitable increases to 
the dog’s level of exercise. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 
 
10. Behaviour and training 
 
S10.1 The social and behavioural needs of a dog must be met on a daily basis. This 
includes providing appropriate environmental enrichment, that takes into 
account the individual characteristics, and health of the dog. 
 

The above Standard must include the specific tools and techniques of providing 
enrichment and stimulation so that owners are informed about the optimum ways to 
enrich their dog’s life. The Victorian Code of Practice for the Breeding and Rearing of 
Dogs Table 1- Exercise and Enrichment for Dogs has been used as a source of 
information for ways to provide enrichment for dogs. 
 
Proposed Standard 
 
The social and behavioural needs of a dog must be met on a daily basis. This 
includes providing appropriate environmental enrichment, that takes into 
account the individual characteristics, and health of the dog. Tools and techniques 
that can provide enrichment include toys (for example, rope toys, squeaky 
toys, rubber toys, etc and  food dispensing toys that encourage foraging 
including treat balls, stuffed kongs, frozen food, bones  as well as utilising  
competition training and training hunting/retrieving activities as alternative 
forms of enrichment. 
 
G10.1 Dogs should be appropriately socialised with people, dogs, other animals and 
stimuli to acclimatise them to their environment, and the circumstances in 
which they will be kept as an adult. 
 
G10.1 must be raised to a Standard after being amended to reflect the serious 
community issue of dogs not being exercised daily outside of their yard. Researchers 
at Latrobe University found that as many as 63% of dog owners did not walk their 
daily. (Bennett, P.C., Mornement, K., & Howell, T. (2013). Pet-care practices in 



Victoria, 2013: a survey of bird, cat, dog and rabbit owners. Unpublished report, La 
Trobe University, Australia.) 
 
Proposed Standard 
Dogs should be appropriately socialised daily outside their yard, with people, dogs, 
other animals and stimuli to acclimatise them to their environment, and the 
circumstances in which they will be kept as an adult. 
 
 
11. Exercise 
 
G11.1 Dogs should be given the opportunity to exercise for a minimum of 20 minutes 
each day, unless under veterinary advice. 
 
The Draft Standards set out the importance of exercise so that a dog has the 
opportunity to express natural behaviours ,is provided a positive experience of being 
outdoors and exploring, which allows interaction with other people and animals and 
the environment. However the draft Standards fail to prescribe the minimum duration 
of daily exercise for dogs outside their yard. 
The Victorian Code for the Private Keeping of Dogs best practice recommendations 
for exercise state that “Dogs should have regular and frequent contact with their 
owner(s), other people and dogs outside of their yard as they are social animals and 
human contact is important.  
 

Amend G11.1 and raise to Standard 
 
Proposed Standard 
Dogs should be given the opportunity to exercise for a minimum of 20 minutes 
each day outside their yard or in the case of domestic dog businesses, outside 
their enclosure, unless under veterinary advice. 
 
 
12. Restraint 
 
S12.4 A muzzle must only be used on a dog: 
(a) while the dog is under direct supervision; 
(b) for a period that does not pose an unreasonable risk of harm to the 
dog; and 
(c) if the muzzle does not restrict the dog’s breathing or panting. 

I refer to an article in the media where RSPCA WA are quoted  in reference to the 
use of muzzles in working dogs that “improper use could: "Prevent the dog from 
being able to properly swallow, pant and take water” 
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/rspca-expresses-concern-over-muzzles-ng-
b11130fbf3ab31339d2113ab814344d8 

In my opinion, their comment is applicable to all situations where a dog is muzzled 
and the above Standard must be amended. 

Proposed Standard 

https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/rspca-expresses-concern-over-muzzles-ng-b11130fbf3ab31339d2113ab814344d8
https://www.perthnow.com.au/news/rspca-expresses-concern-over-muzzles-ng-b11130fbf3ab31339d2113ab814344d8


A muzzle must only be used on a dog: 
(a) while the dog is under direct supervision; 
(b) for a period that does not pose an unreasonable risk of harm to the 
dog; and 
(c) if the muzzle does not restrict the dog’s breathing or panting and allows it to 
easily pant and drink. 
 
 
13. Electronic collars 
 
Remove Standard 13.1 and 13.2 
 
Proposed Standard 
Electronic collars including any that deliver an aversive stimuli like electronic 
shock collars,citronella collars, vapour, vibration, air pressure and tone, must 
not be used for remote training, anti-bark or containment. 
 
As acknowledged in the supporting paper on electronic collars, the electronic collar 
that issues a shock to control barking and to remote train are banned in NSW and 
South Australia. In NSW, the use of shock collars to contain animals is conditionally 
allowed. 
Peak animal welfare groups,RSPCA Australia  and AVA have called for a ban on the 
usage of electric shock collars to control barking, to remote train and to contain 
animals,  with both these groups also opposing the use of collars that deliver 
aversive stimuli, including citronella collars and high-pitched sound-emitting devices. 
The supporting paper also states that “Research in electric shock collars for dogs 
has found that, in addition to showing pain and fear at the time of receiving an 
electric shock from a collar, dogs have shown longer-term signs of stress associated 
with their use 6. Factors such as the moisture, dirt, coat length, degree of contact, 
and the dog’s temperament will affect a dog’s experience of an electric shock collar 
5,7 . There is a significant risk of poor welfare outcomes with electric shock collars, 
especially if a collar is not fitted and used appropriately. Excessive stimulation 
leading to compromised welfare can arise from inexperience, malicious handling or 
device malfunction1,6 , and skin wounds and infection can result from the electrodes 
of poorly fitted collars, or as a result of prolonged periods of wear” 
 
Therefore the draft Standards must reflect the current scientific evidence on the 
adverse welfare outcomes associated with electric shock collars and it is not 
acceptable to the community that despite the strength of the evidence and the advice 
of peak welfare bodies, the draft Standards are proposing to permit their usage to 
satisfy certain industries and organisations. 
 
 
14. Euthanasia 
 
S14.1 Euthanasia must be conducted by intravenous injection of a euthanasia 
agent administered by a veterinarian, or another person authorised to 
administer such an injection under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1960, unless: 
(a) there are reasonable grounds for using an alternative method; 
(b) the alternative method will humanely kill a dog; 



(c) the alternative method is performed by a person competent in the 
method; and 
(d) avoids unnecessary injury, pain and distress of the dog. 
 
In S14.4, the alternative methods of euthanasia must be prescribed so that people 
are not permitted to use blunt trauma, gassing, drowning, poisoning, the use of a 
knife, the use of an vehicle to run a dog over etc. 
There is no reason a person in a suburban area or a person living in a regional town 
cannot transport a dog to a veterinarian for euthanasia as veterinary centres and 
after hour services are commonly found in all suburbs and regional towns. 
In regional areas away from town centres, farmers have the option of using a firearm 
or a bolt gun for euthanasia, given that farmers commonly hold firearm licences and 
there are no requirements to have a licence to own a bolt gun. 
 
Proposed Standard 
S14.1 Euthanasia must be conducted by intravenous injection of a euthanasia 
agent administered by a veterinarian, or another person authorised to 
administer such an injection under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1960, unless: 
(a) there are reasonable grounds for using the following alternative methods-
Firearm, or Boltgun; 
(b) the alternative method will humanely kill a dog; 
(c) the alternative method is performed by a person competent in the 
method; and 
(d) avoids unnecessary injury, pain and distress of the dog. 
 
S14.4 Where a person undertakes to kill a dog, reasonable action must be taken to 
confirm the dog has died. 
 
Amend Standard to include signs of confirmation that dog has died. 
 
Proposed S14.4 
Where a person undertakes to kill a dog, the following action must be taken to 
confirm the dog has died; 
 

No corneal 
reflex 

Little finger. Touch the cornea (the glassy part of the eye ball). No blink should occur. 
Corneal reflex is also known as the blink reflex 

Pupil fixed 
and dilated 

Ring finger. Part the eyelids with ring finger and thumb if closed. In a stunned animal, 
the pupil will usually contract into a small black spot in response to the light entering the 
eye. Whereas in a dead animal, the pupil is fixed and dilated. 

No jaw tone 
Middle finger. Part the jaws through the side of the mouth using middle finger and 
thumb. There should be no resistance (jaw tone). 

Flaccid 
tongue 

Index finger. The tongue often flops out when the jaws are opened to test for jaw tone. 
The tongue should be flaccid when tugged. 

No rhythmic 
breathing 

Thumb. Feel for air movement from the nostrils on the moistened palm of the hand and 
thumb while looking at the chest and abdomen for signs of breathing. There should be 
no rhythmic breathing. 

 
G14.1 The euthanasia or humane killing of a dog should not be carried out in view of 
any other animals. 
 



Raise to Standard. 
 
 
15. Breeding of dogs 
 
S15.1 A dog must not be mated unless; 
(a) the dog is health-checked not more than twelve months before the 
mating and is deemed fit for breeding by a Veterinarian; 
(b) the dog is in good health at the time of mating; 
(c) in the case of a male dog, the dog is at least twelve months of age; 
(d) in the case of a bitch, the dog is at least twelve months of age and 
physically mature, and has had at least one season (oestrus cycle) 
prior to the mating; and 
(e) if the bitch is seven years of age or more, that the bitch is certified by 
a veterinarian as fit for further breeding. 
 
The Victorian Code for the Operation of Breeding and Rearing Establishments; 
Section 6 (3) (C)- Female dogs must be at least 12 months of age prior to their first 
mating. A female must have a general health check by a veterinary practitioner prior 
to first mating to assess whether she is physically mature enough to be bred with. 
Veterinary practitioners must provide a certificate to state that, at the time of 
examination, the female is suitable to breed. A veterinary practitioner must provide a 
general health check: within 4 weeks prior to all subsequent seasons in which the 
owner intends to mate the female; and within 8 weeks post-partum; or  at least once 
per year, whichever is more frequent. 
 
6(3)(B)- A male must have a general health check by a veterinary practitioner prior to 
first mating to assess whether the dog is physically mature enough to be bred with. 
Veterinary practitioners must provide a certificate to state that, at the time of 
examination, the dog was suitable to breed. Male dogs must have a general health 
check by a veterinary practitioner, at least annually.” 
 
Using the higher welfare outcomes in the Victorian code, S15.1 must be amended as 
below. 
 
Proposed S15.1 
A dog must not be mated unless; 
(a) the dog is health-checked prior to first mating and is deemed fit for 
breeding by a veterinarian. A veterinary practitioner must provide a general 
health check: within 4 weeks prior to all subsequent seasons in which the 
owner intends to mate the female; and within 8 weeks post-partum; or at least 
once per year, whichever is more frequent. A male dog must have a general 
health check at least annually. 
b) the dog is in good health at the time of mating; 
(c) in the case of a male dog, the dog is at least twelve months of age; 
(d) in the case of a bitch, the dog is at least twelve months of age and 
physically mature, and has had at least one season (oestrus cycle) 
prior to the mating;  
(e) if the bitch is seven years of age or more, that the bitch is certified by 
a veterinarian as fit for further breeding. 



 
G15.3 A bitch should not be bred: 
(a) to produce a litter from consecutive seasons; and 
(b) more than four times in her lifetime; 
unless veterinary advice indicates that this breeding practice will not pose the 
dog an unreasonable risk of harm. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G15.4 A bitch that: 
(a) is over five years of age and has not been previously bred; or 
(b) has experienced reproductive complications or disease; 
should not be bred unless veterinary advice indicates that future breeding will 
not pose the dog an unreasonable risk of harm. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G15.7 Breeding dogs should not be selected for exaggerated breed characteristics 
which may impact on the health or welfare of the resultant puppies. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G15.9 A dog should not be mated with a second degree relative. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 
16. Whelping and care of puppies 

 
G16.1 Bedding material for the whelping and puppy rearing area should be: 
(a) replaced after whelping; and 
(b) replaced as frequently as needed to keep the area clean, while taking 
care to not disturb the dam and litter. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G16.2 A dam and recently born puppies should be monitored at least every six 
hours, to assess the dam and litters’ state of health, and to ensure the 
puppies are feeding and maternal acceptance has been established. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G16.3 A lactating dam should have access to food at all times. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G16.4 The eyes and ears of a puppy should not be interfered with before they open 
or unfold. Veterinary advice should be sought if a puppy’s eyes have not 
opened naturally by 14 days of age, or if ears have not unfolded naturally by 
20 days of age. 



 
Raise to Standard 
 
G16.5 Daily gentle handling of puppies should begin within seven days of birth. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G16.6 An appropriate puppy socialisation program should be started when the puppy 
is four weeks of age. This involves the safe, gradual and positive introduction 
of puppies to different stimuli likely to be encountered in the future. 
 

 
Part 3 – Additional requirements for domestic dog Operations 
 
In this document, a domestic dog operation is, in part, defined as a person who owns 
five or more fertile bitches that are kept for the purpose of breeding and selling dogs. 
RSPCA WA have called for the definition of a domestic dog operation to be 
amended to cap the number of breeding females at 3 or more. Given the strong 
community support to stop the unchecked activity of backyard breeders, I support 
the calls of RSPCA WA. 
 
18. Minimum housing conditions 
 
S18.3.3 Dogs must not be kept exclusively in darkness or continuous lighting over 
any 24 hour period. 
 
S18.3.3 must be amended to ensure that dogs have unrestricted access to natural 
daylight during daylight hours and must have at least 8 hours of darkness overnight. 
 
Proposed s18.3.3 
Dogs must not be kept exclusively in darkness or continuous lighting over any 24 
hour period. Dogs must have unrestricted access to natural daylight during daylight 
hours and must have at least 8 hours of of darkness overnight. 
 
G18.1 An establishment should be designed and constructed to ensure that drainage 
does not run from isolation areas to, or through, other animal housing areas. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G18.2 Faulty or flickering lights should be promptly replaced. 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
G18.3 The temperature of housing in an establishment should be maintained 
between 15 and 30 degrees 
 
Raise to Standard 
 
 
23. Exercise 



 
The exercise and socialisation needs of dogs who spend extended hours in their 
enclosure in a domestic dog business, must be prescriptively addressed by the 
Standards in this document. 
To achieve much higher welfare standards for dogs in WA domestic dog businesses 
than currently in the Draft Standards, this document must replicate the following of 
the Victorian Code for the Operation of Breeding and Rearing Establishments and 
apply it to all domestic dog businesses including pounds, pet shops , working dog, 
boarding and training businesses: 

 

6 (4) (a) Exercise and enrichment 

 
Table 1-Exercise and Enrichment 

Category  Exercise requirements   Environmental enrichment requirements 

Puppies 
0–4 weeks 

 

Normal movement within the whelping box 
and mother’s pen area 

Must provide a variety of different surfaces within 
the enclosure that expose the puppies to different 
textures (for example, hard floors, soft bedding, 
newspaper, artificial grass, turf, etc.) 

Puppies  
4–8 weeks 

 

Normal movement and play within the 
mother’s pen area 

Can include playing with toys and interaction 
with humans  

Must provide a variety of different surfaces within 
the enclosure that expose the puppies to different 
textures (for example, hard floors, soft bedding, 
newspaper, artificial grass, turf, etc.) 

Must provide a variety of toys within the enclosure to 
develop motor skills and play behaviour 

Must rotate the toys on a weekly basis 

May wish to provide noise simulation CDs 

Puppies 
8–16 weeks 

Must provide a minimum 20 minutes 
run/play time daily within a secure area 
outside of primary housing enclosure 

Exercise may include:  

 introduction of daily walks on lead 

 basic obedience training 

 training working dogs for farm work 

 training hunting/retrieving dogs for 
hunting/retrieving activities 

Must provide a variety of different surfaces within 
the enclosure that expose the puppies to different 
textures (for example, hard floors, soft bedding, 
newspaper, artificial grass, turf, crate training etc.) 

Must provide a variety of toys within the enclosure to 
develop motor skills and play behaviour 

Must rotate the toys on a weekly basis 

May wish to provide noise simulation CDs 

Dogs  
(16 weeks 
+) 

 

Minimum 30 minutes exercise twice daily 
with at least 2 hours between each exercise 
session  

Exercise may include :  

 on-lead walking or off-leash run/play time 
within a secure area 

 competition training 

 training hunting/retrieving dogs for 
hunting/retrieving activities 

Must provide toys (for example, rope toys, squeaky 
toys, rubber toys, etc.) and rotate weekly 

May also provide food dispensing toys that 
encourage foraging. Examples include: treat balls, 
stuffed kongs, frozen food, bones  

May utilise competition training, crate training, and 
training hunting/retrieving activities as alternative 
forms of enrichment. When using these activities 
they must occur at least 3 times weekly and must be 



Category  Exercise requirements   Environmental enrichment requirements 

 participating in hunting activities 

 training working dogs for farm work 

interchanged with other forms of enrichment 

Senior dogs 
(7+ years)  

 

Same as adult dog unless modified under 
health management plan  

Same as adult dog requirements  

 

Pregnant 
bitches  

(1–7 weeks 
gestation) 

Same as adult dog requirements  Same as adult dog requirements 

Pregnant 
bitches 

(7+ weeks 
gestation) 
and 
lactating 
bitches 

 

 

Must provide gentle exercise for a minimum 
20 minutes twice daily in an area containing 
natural daylight  

Exercise may include on-lead exercise or 
off-leash in a secure fenced area being 
directly monitored/supervised  

Exercise modifications must be under the 
direction of a veterinary practitioner  

Same as adult dog requirements 

 

Dogs/puppi
es — 
injured, ill, 
or 
recovering 
from ailment 

Under guidance of veterinary practitioner  Under guidance of veterinary practitioner 

 

 

Table 2. Socialisation and handling for dogs 

Category  Socialisation Handling 

Puppies  
0–4 weeks 

 

Must include exposure to humans through 
daily handling 

Must remain with mother and other 
littermates unless under veterinary advice 

Must include 5 minutes human handling per puppy 
daily from  
7 days of age  

 

Orphaned 
puppies  
0–4  weeks 

Must include exposure to humans through 
daily handling 

Must remain with other littermates where 
possible, unless under veterinary advice 

Handling of orphaned puppies outside of normal 
feeding and cleaning must be conducted under the 
direction of a veterinary practitioner 

Puppies  
4–8 weeks 

Must include exposure to humans through 
daily handling and interactive play using 

Must consist of a minimum of  
30 minutes human handling per litter daily  



Category  Socialisation Handling 

 toys 

Must remain with mother and other 
littermates until 6 weeks of age unless under 
veterinary advice 

May include exposure to vaccinated puppies 
from other litters from 6 weeks of age in a 
separate pen, for 10 minutes per day where 
practical 

 

Puppies 8–
16 weeks 

Must include exposure to humans through 
daily handling and interactive play using 
toys 

May include exposure to a variety of other 
vaccinated dogs that are socially compatible 
where practical 

Must consist of a minimum of 30 minutes human 
handling per puppy daily.  

 

Dogs  
(16 weeks 
+) 

 

Must include exposure to humans through 
daily handling and positive interactions 
(such as play time) outside of daily 
cleaning/feeding routine  

Must include play and exercise time with a 
variety of other vaccinated dogs that are 
socially compatible 

Must consist of a minimum of  
30 minutes human handling per dog daily  

 

Senior dogs 

(7+ years)  

 

Same as adult dog requirements Same as adult dog requirements 

Pregnant 

bitches  

(1–7weeks 

gestation) 

 

Same as adult dog requirements Same as adult dog requirements 

Pregnant 

bitches 

(7+ weeks 

gestation) and 

lactating 

bitches 

Same as adult dog requirements — reduced 

exposure to other dogs  

Same as adult dog requirements 

Dogs/puppies 

— injured, ill, 

or recovering 

from ailment 

Under guidance of veterinary practitioner Under guidance of veterinary practitioner 

 

 



Regards, 

Ruchita Saklani 

 

 
 
. 
 
 

standards: Crating 
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