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This factsheet provides an overview of planning, implementing, and managing a revegetation project, 
including as part of a registered carbon farming project.  It includes links to other information sources. 

Implementing a revegetation project for carbon sequestration purposes is similar to current revegetation 
practices aimed at improving biodiversity, establishing farm forestry and other commercial woody crops, or 
to improve on farm and other land management practises. 

Landholders can choose to register their project with the Clean Energy Regulator to generate Australian 
Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) as part of the Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF), or sell carbon credits to 
secondary (non-ERF) markets such as the Verified Carbon Standard or Gold Standard, subject to the 
requirements and methodologies of each scheme being met. 

 

Objectives 
When planning a Revegetation for Carbon Sequestration project, make sure that you identify the objectives 
of each specific activity and incorporate these into your overall business plan. 

For example, a farmer with a section of land no longer viable for cropping due to increasing salinity could 
design a revegetation for carbon sequestration project on the non-viable area to meet dual objectives of 
developing an alternative income source and rehabilitating the saline area. 

The additional environmental, social, or economic benefits arising from carbon farming or carbon 
abatement activities are referred to as co-benefits. When seeking assistance from a carbon farming or other 
biodiversity support program, project owners will generally need to identify the co-benefits that their project 
will generate as secondary objectives. 

Revegetation for Carbon Sequestration Factsheet 

Western Australian Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program 

https://verra.org/project/vcs-program/
https://www.goldstandard.org/


 

Planning 
Once you have determined your objectives, the next step is to plan your project. Ensure you identify 
monitoring and evaluation measures in this phase so you can review and adapt your plan along the way. 

There are many factors to consider when planning a revegetation project, including but not limited to: 

Legislative and other obligations 
• If planning to generate ACCUs, you need to understand and meet the requirements of the relevant ERF 

method and other legislative requirements, such as permanence periods (25 or 100 years). 
• Most biodiversity or oil mallee plantings implemented in the South-West Land Division will use the 

Reforestation by Environmental or Mallee Plantings FullCAM method or the Plantation Forestry method. 
• Local or State government approval or permits may be required. This could include local planning 

approvals, notice to drain or pump water, etc. 

Project design, species selection and implementation considerations  
• A Land Management Strategy will help you understand how to maintain and integrate carbon 

sequestration in the landscape, and how carbon farming fits within your broader business objectives. 
DPIRD has designed templates for both Soil and Vegetation Land Management Strategies. 

• Consider the most appropriate planting configuration to fit with existing practices (grazing/crop rotation). 
• Species selection should suit your overall project objectives and other land management aims.  See the 

Additional Resources section below for informative links. 
• Understand the requirements of specific native fauna species when planning activities to create or 

improve natural habitats.  
• Consider adding habitat elements for specific fauna species e.g., sand heaps, rock piles, hollows, logs, 

and nesting boxes etc.  The Habitat for Nature Conservation website includes valuable case studies on 
revegetation designed for particular objectives. 

• Identify the best-suited planting/seeding configuration for each area (belt, patch or block planting).  
• Determine how you will establish vegetation (tubestock, direct seeding, handplanting or combination).  
• Consider the timing and duration of the project. Do activities need implementation over multiple years? 
• Plan for contingencies and the time needed to revegetate - be flexible. Factors to consider include:  

‒ allowing for adverse environmental conditions  
‒ availability of seed or space within nurseries  
‒ availability of environmental professional services 
‒ the need to in-fill or replace plant losses  

• Estimate the total planting area, length and row spacing to determine the required number of seedlings, 
seed and any soil conditioning inputs. The plant spacing guide is a useful reference to calculate the 
number of stems per hectare achieved when planted at different row and inter-row spacings. 

• Identify fencing needs (type and length) and plant protection requirements (tree guards etc).  Fencing 
should allow for the movement of native animals, but not compromise seed or seedling survival. 

Machinery, weed and pest control requirements 
• Determine your machinery requirements such as tree planters with/without seeding capability, niche, or 

specialised seeders, handplanting equipment (pottiputkis, seedling buckets etc). Some potential sources 
of specific revegetation equipment include local governments, farm tree nurseries, landcare groups, and 
private contractors. 

• Choose your site preparation method – what is required prior to planting? This may include surface or 
ground water management, scalping, mounding, or ripping. 

• Identify and develop control programs for weed and pest species (vertebrate and invertebrate) that may 
impact your project.  Red-legged earth mites, rabbits, and feral pigs in particular can have significant and 
rapid impacts on seeded/seedling areas.  

• Discuss your weed and pest control program with your local NRM, landcare groups, local government or 
private contractor. Allow time to organise permits if you need to undertake vertebrate pest control (rabbit, 
fox, feral pig). Your local recognised biosecurity group may be able to assist. 

http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-the-land-sector/Vegetation-methods
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-the-land-sector/Vegetation-methods
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-the-land-sector/Vegetation-methods/Reforestation-by-Environmental-or-Mallee-Plantings-FullCAM
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-the-land-sector/Vegetation-methods/plantation-forestry-method
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/soil-salinity/land-drainage-and-soil-and-land-conservation-act-western-australia
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Land%20Management%20Strategy%20-%20Soil%20Carbon.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Land%20Management%20Strategy%20-%20Reforestation.pdf
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/offreserve-conservation/234-habitat-fornature-conservation4
http://avongro.com.au/Webpages/GAWA20TREE20STOCKING20RATE20GUIDE.pdf.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/baits-poisons/registered-pesticide-permits
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/learn-more-about-your-recognised-biosecurity-group


 

 
Financial considerations 
• Your detailed planning consideration will help you to develop a comprehensive budget. 
• Consider the cost of inputs, labour, and management the overall project. 
• Are there financial grants or other assistance programs available?  DPIRD offers upfront funding for 

eligible carbon farming projects through the Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program. 

Implementation 
• Continuously review and adapt your revegetation plan, ensuring you remain flexible to accommodate 

issues such as supply or skills shortages, adverse climatic events or changes to your enterprise. 
• Consult regularly with your seedling and seed suppliers leading up to your planned implementation to 

identify any short fall and possible substitution options. 
• Decide whether fencing is most appropriate before or after planting.   
• Implement your pest and weed control program. If utilising direct seeding, ensure that any residual and 

pre-emergent herbicides do not adversely impact germination.  
• Kangaroos can also impact revegetation areas. The use of strategic fencing and tree guards may help 

alleviate grazing. Talk to your local Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions office as 
they are a protected species. 

Monitoring and reporting 
• While you are planning your revegetation, consider what you want to measure. This could include 

plant/seed survival, diversity, growth, natural recruitment or utilisation by fauna species.  
• By establishing monitoring methods and targets in the planning phase, you can identify the most 

appropriate monitoring methods and timeframes. Your local Natural Resource Management group are a 
good contact to get assistance with aspects of a monitoring and evaluation program. 

• Be aware of your reporting requirements if you are registering your project with the Clean Energy 
Regulator or are receiving funding from grants programs. Consider any other reporting obligations if you 
have collaborators or other sources of assistance. 

Management 
• You will need to consider, budget, plan and implement any on-going management issues such as fire, 

accidental grazing, pest and weed incursion, and the sale of property.  
• A management plan will help you manage your project within the context of your enterprise and 

demonstrate evidence for any contractual obligations to potential funders. 
• Depending on the complexity and scale of your revegetation, you may want to discuss the on-going 

management of your project with your local natural resource management, land care or recognised 
biosecurity group, relevant state or local governments, or professional service providers.  

  

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/carbon-farming/western-australian-carbon-farming-and-land-restoration-program
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/
https://nrmregionsaustralia.com.au/nrm-regions-map/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/learn-more-about-your-recognised-biosecurity-group
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/learn-more-about-your-recognised-biosecurity-group


 

Further information 
 
Visit www.agric.wa.gov.au/CF-LRP 
Email carbonfarming@dpird.wa.gov.au 
Register your interest and receive email updates using this link. 

Contacts  
The following contacts may assist with aspects of your project:  

• DPIRD administer the Western Australian Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program and provide a 
range of information on agricultural practices. 

• Find your local Natural Resource Management Group here. 
• Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions regulates seed collection and licensing and 

many other aspects of conservation management. The Land for Wildlife program administered by DBCA 
is a free, voluntary scheme to encourage and assist private landholders to provide habitats for wildlife on 
their property.  

• Revegetation Industry Association of WA, Environmental Consultants Association (WA) and WA 
Landcare Network are peak industry groups. They provide a range of standards, other documents, and 
opportunities. 

• A Service Provider Directory - Carbon Farming Advisors provides some guidance and key questions to 
consider when choosing a Service Provider.   

Additional Resources 
• Key Steps - Establishing a carbon farming project - factors to consider when planning carbon projects. 
• Pest and Disease Information Service (PaDIS) – important contacts and information for pests and  

diseases of primary production. 
• MyPestGuide - useful, free app to request identification of pests and weeds. 
• Revegetation Techniques and Timelines - key considerations for revegetation planning. 
• Herbiguide - information on weeds, pests and diseases in crops, pastures, horticulture, and 

environmental situations to help with decisions on control. 
• Florabase - database of WA flora species including descriptions, maps, images, and conservation status. 

Results can be filtered by search criteria such as by local government area. Helpful with identifying local 
species for revegetation planning. 

• A Western Australian Biodiversity Data Repository is planned for release in mid-2022 hosting biodiversity 
data from all environment-related sectors including government, industry, research, and the community. 

• Native Vegetation Handbook Series - based on local government areas, these identify many 
environmental values including landscape, soil and vegetation units/systems and document locally 
occurring plant species listed by vegetation unit. 

• Habitat for Nature Conservation – includes several links to revegetation documents and case studies 
including site preparation, seedling quality and machinery. 

• Florabank – provides knowledge and information for the native seed sector. 
• The DPIRD agriculture pages host many relevant and informative articles including Soils, Land Use, 

Carbon Farming and information for Small landholders in Western Australia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia accept no 
liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

Copyright © Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2022. 

http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/CF-LRP
mailto:carbonfarming@dpird.wa.gov.au
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/carbon-farming/western-australian-carbon-farming-and-land-restoration-program
https://nrmregionsaustralia.com.au/nrm-regions-map/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Department+of+Biodiversity%2C+Conservation+and+Attractions&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU967AU967&oq=Department+of+Biodiversity%2C+Conservation+and+Attractions&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512l3j46i175i199i512j0i512l4.569j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/land-for-wildlife
https://www.riawa.com.au/
https://www.eca.org.au/about/about-eca/
http://www.landcarewa.org.au/about-wa-landcare-network/
http://www.landcarewa.org.au/about-wa-landcare-network/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Service%20Provider%20Directory%20-%20Carbon%20Farming%20Advisors.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/Key%20Steps%20-%20Establishing%20a%20carbon%20farming%20project.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity/pest-and-disease-information-service-padis
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/pests-weeds-diseases/mypestguide
http://www.herbiguide.com.au/Home.aspx
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/biodiversity-information-office
https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/nat_veg/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/offreserve-conservation/234-habitat-fornature-conservation4
https://florabank.org.au/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-land-water/soils
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-land-water/land-use
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-land-water/land-use/carbon-farming
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/climate-land-water/land-use/small-landholders-western-australia
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