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 Respondent information 

Company or association represented by this 

submission  

 

 

 

Postal / business address 

 

 

Your name 

 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Phone number 

 

 

Consent to treat this submission as a public document 

Your submission will be made public and published in full on the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development (department) website unless you ask for it to be 

confidential. Your name will be included but your contact address will be withheld for privacy. 

It is important to note that even if your submission is treated as confidential by the department, 

it may still be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 or any other applicable 

written law. Submissions that contain defamatory or offensive material will not be published. 

Do you wish this information to remain private and confidential? (Please mark the applicable 

box). 

I acknowledge that this submission 

will be treated as a public document 

This submission is confidential 

 

If you have marked your submission as confidential, please identify any specific parts which you 

feel need to be kept private. 

 

 

 X 

 

 

 

 

Ann Rushby 
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 Feedback on the draft Dog Standards and Guidelines 

1. Please indicate if you are any of the following: 

X Companion dog owner  

☐ Working dog owner  

☐ Sporting dog owner 

X Dog breeder  

☐ Dog trainer  

☐ Pet shop owner or employee 

☐ Other pet business owner or employee  

☐ Local government employee  

☐ Local government elected member  

☐ Rescue organisation employee or volunteer (including foster carer for dogs) 

☐ Veterinarian  

☐ Veterinary nurse  

☐ I do not own or care for a dog  

☐ Other (please specify) ______________________ 

 

2. Should people who own or keep dogs have to comply with minimum standards for 

the health and welfare of dogs?  

3. Should people who breed dogs have to comply with minimum standards for the 

health and welfare of dogs?  

 

4. Should people who care for dogs in a domestic dog operation have to comply with 

additional minimum standards for the health and welfare of dogs?  

5. Do you think that the proposed standards and guidelines in the document reflect 

community values and expectations for the acceptable treatment of dogs?  

6. Do you think that complying with proposed minimum standards in Part 2 - General 

Care of Dogs will increase the cost of owning a dog?  

 

Yes they should as it is a living animal. 

Yes they should 

No as the minimum standards cover all requirements.  

Yes they do 

No – the requirement for microchipping and transfer of ownership are already a 
requirement in The Dog Act. These standards already apply to breeders who are 
members of Dogs West. 
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7. Comments or issues relating to Part 2 - General Care of Dogs of the draft Dog 

Standards and Guidelines. Please indicate the page, section and title for each part 

being commented on. 

If applicable, please identify any evidence of likely costs, benefits or other impacts 

that may arise from the proposed Standards and Guidelines.  

Page 6 - G2.6 it is not always possible for a puppy to go to a new home before 12 weeks 
of age due to maturity of the relevant breed, also breeder may run on to make a selection 
and additional pups are now available, buyer changes their mind. 

 

8. Do you think the key issues about the general care of dogs have been adequately 

addressed in Part 2 of the draft Dog Standards and Guidelines? Please provide any 

suggestions for alternative options. 

Yes it  is wel l covered.  

Page 23 S15.1  

(a) 12 months prior to a mating is too long – this should be no more than 3 months 

prior to be a relevant health test. 

(b)There is no scientific evidence that a male dog under 12 months of age cannot 

be used for breeding. This should be removed or altered to 9 months as most 

breeds are mature enough at that age. 

(d) there is no scientific evidence that it is not suitable to breed a bitch prior to 18 

months – this should be lowered to 12 months minimum. 

 

  

9. Comments or issues relating to Part 3 - Domestic dog operations of the draft Dog 

Standards and Guidelines. Please indicate the page, section and title for each part 

being commented on. 

If applicable, please identify any evidence of likely costs, benefits or other impacts 

that may arise from the proposed Part 3 Standards and Guidelines.  

Part 3 Is applicable to commercial dog operations NOT small preservation breeders. 

The whole of this section is impractical for a small owner/breeder – it is applicable to 
commercial establishments with employees. 

There needs to be a realistic definition of a domestic dog operation in relation to the 
ATO and business registration. 
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10. Do you think the key issues about the care of dogs in a domestic dog operation 

have been adequately addressed in Part 3 of the draft Dog Standards and 

Guidelines? Please provide any suggestions for alternative options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Other comments 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature                                                                            Date 

 

 

 

Returning this form:  

Please return submissions by 5pm on Friday 7 June 2019  

Email: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au  

 

Post:  Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 

Animal Welfare Regulation  

           Locked Bag 4 

  Bentley Delivery Centre 

WA 6983 

Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or 

otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

Copyright © Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2019 

This whole section applies to larger commercial operations ie over 10 fertile females, 
boarding kennels etc. 

There is no distinction between a preservation breeder – who is selectively breeding to 
maintain a breed - and a commercial operation.  

There should be a maximum of 10 fertile females, within breeding ages, to allow the 
continuation of a breeding programme to  meet demand for puppies of a specific breed. 

All other states have a maximum of 10 fertile females prior to being considered a 
commercial operation or dog breeding business. A commercial operation should be 
complying with more standards than a preservation breeder. 

 

To be able to comply with these standards, some preservation breeders will reduce their 
number of dogs which will in turn reduce the number of selectively health tested 
pedigreed puppies available for the public to purchase. This may result in puppies being 
sourced from unknown breeders or puppy farms in other states, which means buyers will 
have no support system from the breeder to give advice on the ongoing care of their 
family companion.  
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