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Aphids and beneficial insects are active in crops

Vegetable beetles may cause damage to crops on warm days

Diamondback moth activity update

Native budworm moth activity and trapping update

Canola aphids

Goomalling

Toodyay

Northam

York

Beverley

South Stirlings

Hopetoun

Entomologist Dusty Severtson (DPIRD) has found cabbage aphids along crop edges in flowering canola crops near

Toodyay and Northam. He has also found turnip aphids along the crop edges of flowering canola crops near

Goomalling.

David Stead (Anasazi Agronomy) has been finding turnip and cabbage aphids at below threshold levels in canola

crops through Northam, York and Beverley. He noted that some parasitised aphids (mummies) could be seen, the

crops will continue to be monitored for aphid population increases.

DPIRD staff have noted that a canola crop near Northam which had cabbage aphid-infested racemes on some

plants (up to 15cm long aphid colonies) up to 6 weeks ago along the crop edges have decreased to almost

undetectable levels this week with parasitized aphids easily found on raceme terminals. This crop had been

monitored for parasitoid wasps using yellow sticky traps which indicated that the wasps had been detected in low

numbers up to eight weeks ago and increasing to huge numbers last week. It is expected that the high parasitoid

wasp numbers in the paddock currently should prevent further aphid infestations from developing into damaging

numbers. For more information, see the department’s Know what beneficials look like in your crop page.
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Crop protection officer Alice Butler (DPIRD) has reported finding cabbage aphids in a late flowering 44Y27 canola

crop at South Stirlings.

Luke Marquis (South East Agronomy Services) recently found large numbers of green peach aphids in a late sown

barley crop near Hopetoun.

For more information on identifying and managing canola aphids refer to the department’s;

Aphid management in canola crops page

Diagnosing canola aphids page

Aphids in your crops YouTube video.

Growers and consultants are urged to continue checking for the Russian wheat
aphid
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 Russian wheat aphid

It is important that growers and consultants continue to monitor WA cereal crops for the Russian wheat aphid

(RWA). This pest has not been found in WA. In addition to feeding damage it can inject toxins into cereal plants

further stunting them and reducing yields. For more information on RWA refer to the department’s Diagnosing

russian wheat aphid and Biosecurity alert - Russian wheat aphid pages.

Remember, if you are unsure of what aphid species you are finding in your crops you can use the PestFax Reporter

app to attach up to three images of the aphid(s) and request that a department entomologist identify or confirm the

aphid species via an email or phone response.

For a list of insecticides registered for use on aphids see the department’s 2018 Winter/spring insecticide guide.

For more aphid information contact Dustin Severtson, Development Officer, Northam on +61 (0)8 9690 2160, Alan

Lord, Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or Svetlana Micic, Research Officer, Albany on +61 (0)8

9892 8591.

Gibson

Grower Jolie Delroy reports finding large populations of vegetable beetles in a barley crop north east of Gibson.

Hundreds of the beetles could be seen clustering in the crop with no damage evident to the flowering barley crop.
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Adult vegetable beetles are oval 8mm long beetles with a rounded head and flattened body. They are usually a dull

grey colour, but may appear brown or almost black.

Vegetable beetles are commonly found throughout the grainbelt of WA with huge numbers seen in some paddocks

with no damage to plants at all during the season. This is because their primary food preference is not plants, but

rather decaying organic matter and fungi. It is likely that vegetable beetles are increasing in some crops as a result

of increased stubble retention and organic matter.

These beetles have been known is some cases to cause damage to crops on warm days where the topsoil is dried

out and the beetles turn their feeding towards the crop plants. In these cases, control is difficult because

insecticides have little impact on them.

More information about vegetable beetles can be found at DPIRD’s Diagnosing vegetable beetle damage page.

For more information contact Dustin Severtson, Development Officer, Northam on +61 (0)8 9690 2160, Alan Lord,

Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or Svetlana Micic, Research Officer, Albany on +61 (0)8 9892

8591.

Yuna

Mingenew

Carnamah

Development officer Tim Scanlon (DPIRD) has reported finding diamondback moth (DBM) caterpillars when sweep

netting flowering canola crops at Yuna, Mingenew and Carnamah. Tim recorded; one DBM per 10 sweeps at Yuna,

four per 10 sweeps at Mingenew and seven per 10 sweeps at Carnamah.

Growers and consultants are reminded that now is the time to monitor crops for DBM by doing at least four lots of

10 sweeps with an insect sweep net at various locations in canola crops. Past GRDC funded department research

into DBM outbreaks has indicated that July to August is a critical time of year to monitor caterpillar numbers as it

assists with foreseeing possible damaging spring populations.

It is also a timely reminder that small budworm caterpillars (10-15mm long) can be confused with DBM larvae when

sweep netting. The easiest method to tell the two apart is that DBM wriggle rapidly when disturbed and have more

of a tapered shape at the ends as opposed to budworm. Hoverfly larvae, which are predators of aphids, also look

very similar to DBM, but have a pale to white stripe on the back.

Thresholds for control are:
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Early to mid-flowering (no stress) - 50 grubs or more per 10 sweeps

Mid to late flowering (no stress) - 100 or more grubs per 10 sweeps

Pod maturation - 200 or more grubs per 10 sweeps.

For more information refer to DPIRD’s Diagnosing diamondback moth page and GRDC's Diamondback moth fact

sheet.

For more insect information contact Dustin Severtson, Development Officer, Northam on +61 (0)8 9690 2160, Alan

Lord, Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or Svetlana Micic, Research Officer, Albany on +61 (0)8

9892 8591.

Mullewa

Mingenew

Moora

Beverley

Usual automated and manual trapping locations

Peter Eliot-Lockhart (Elders) used a sweep net to monitor a chickpea crop near Mullewa and found 2-10 budworm

caterpillars per 10 sweeps.

Development officer Tim Scanlon (DPIRD) has found one small (10mm long) budworm per 10 sweeps in a

flowering canola crop at Mingenew. Tim also found one budworm (20mm) in 10 sweeps in a lupin crop at Moora.

David Stead (Anasazi Agronomy) has found a budworm caterpillar feeding on florets in a 10% flowering canola crop

at West Beverley. Low numbers of budworm in these areas would indicate a small moth flight 3-4 weeks ago.

The larger native budworm flights recorded by budworm trappers this week include; Maya East (89 moths), Maya

North East (68), Kirwan East (65), Dowerin (64), Binnu (49), Pithara (45), Badgingarra North East (30) and

Kellerberrin South (28).

Although information on moth flights is very useful in alerting growers to potential native budworm risk there is no

substitute for sweep-netting crops to check for native budworm grubs. With many crops in the vulnerable pod

development growth stage it is important to regularly monitor grub numbers and determine whether control

measures are required. The decision to spray for native budworm in canola and lupins (but not other crops) can be

left until pods are beginning to mature. If caterpillar numbers are below threshold limits, the decision to spray should

be delayed and periodic sampling continued.
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Results of this week's automated and manual trappings are available at the department’s Native budworm moth

numbers 2018.

A mapped view of the native budworm trap captures is available at cesar’s MothTrapVisWA page. Viewers need to

select the desired trapping date range.

Detailed information on the native budworm can be found at the department’s Management and economic

thresholds for native budworm page.

For more information contact Alan Lord, Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or +61 (0)409 689

468.
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Important disclaimer
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The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of

Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or

release of this information or any part of it.
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