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Canola sclerotinia update

Growers are urged to monitor canola crops for diamondback moth caterpillars in August

Native budworm moth trapping

What pests are lurking in your pantry? Sign up to participate in Pantry Blitz 2017 and find out!

Northam

Irishtown

Wickepin

Plant pathologist Jean Galloway (DPIRD) has confirmed apothecia production at her research sclerote depots at

Northam and Irishtown (in mid-July) and at Wickepin last week.

Plant pathologist Ravjit Khangura (DPIRD) says recent rain events coupled with high humidity in many canola

growing districts have elevated the risk of sclerotinia spore production and petal infection. Therefore canola

crops in high risk paddocks that have just commenced flowering or are at early bloom stages will need

protection.

Growers are urged to look at the current weather conditions and the forecast for the next week or so before

deciding on applying a fungicide spray. The spraying window is between 20-50% bloom.

DPIRD research over the past few years has shown that generally a well-timed single spray can effectively

control the disease and provides the best return on investment. However, when there are extended seasonal

conditions two sprays may be required to get the maximum responses to fungicide applications.

Whilst fungicides need to be applied before the disease symptoms appear on the main stem, symptoms on the

leaves can be used as an indicator that disease will appear on the stems provided conditions stay wet and

humid over the next couple of weeks.

Further information can be found at the department’s Managing sclerotinia stem rot in canola page and Ravjit’s

2017 Research Updates paper Sclerotinia in canola – ground infections, effect of row spacing, plant density and
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fungicide. Is it worth spraying after you see the disease?.

For more information contact Ravjit Khangura, Research Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3374.

Wyalkatchem

Highbury

Grass Patch

Bernie Quade (Landmark) has found 120 diamondback moth (DBM) caterpillars in 10 sweeps in some flowering

canola crops near Wyalkatchem. The crops will be sprayed for DBM and the green peach aphids which are also

in quite high numbers.

Garren Knell (ConsultAg) has found cabbage aphids in March-sown canola at Highbury which requires an

insecticide application. He also found some green peach aphids on leaves and DBM caterpillars causing some

leaf damage. The DBM have been in the crop for some time and he will continue to monitor the crops to see how

the populations change as wet conditions can often reduce their numbers.

A farmer has reported finding DBM caterpillars in full flowering canola crops near Grass Patch. When using an

insect sweep net to check a number of locations within the crops the farmer found between 20-160 caterpillars

per 10 sweeps.

It is important to monitor canola crops in August as it will indicate whether populations are on the increase as we

head towards the warmer days of spring.

To monitor for DBM it is recommended that at least four lots of 10 sweeps with an insect sweep net are taken at

various locations in each crop.

DBM are difficult to control because they breed prolifically and insecticide sprays can have limited effect.

Thresholds for control are:

Early to mid-flowering (no stress) - 50 grubs or more per 10 sweeps

Mid to late flowering (no stress) - 100 or more grubs per 10 sweeps

Pod maturation - 200 or more grubs per 10 sweeps.
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For more information refer to the department's Diagnosing diamondback moth and GRDC's Diamondback moth

factsheet.

For control options refer to the departments Winter/Spring Insecticide Guide 2017.

For more information on DBM contact Alan Lord, Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or Dustin

Severtson, Development Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3249.

Some larger flights of native budworm moths have been reported this week by budworm trappers in the northern

cropping region, although overall moth numbers are still relatively low.

The higher catches this week include; Binnu (16 moths), Cadoux (75), Eradu (25), Grass Patch (south-west)

(eight)

Results of this week's trapping are available at the department’s Native budworm moth numbers 2017.

For more information on Native budworm please refer to last week’s PestFax Issue 16 article Native budworm

moth trapping. Do you want a trap? and the department’s Management and economic thresholds for native

budworm page.

For more information contact Alan Lord, Technical Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3758 or +61 (0)409 689

468.
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The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) are asking for your help to tell them

what’s in your pantry by signing up for Western Australia’s second Pantry Blitz.

The Pantry Blitz is a biosecurity initiative designed to uncover what type of exotic pests might be hiding in

people’s kitchen cupboards. Many of these pests would be grain storage pests that could impact your farm.

Participants who sign up online will be mailed a free insect trap to place in their pantry. Once a week, between

12 August-9 September, each participant is asked to photograph their trap with or without insects stuck to it and

report their findings using the MyPestGuide Reporter app. Entomologists at DPIRD will identify any insects from

the photographs and report back to you directly.

Sign for Pantry Blitz by 14 August 2017. Packages, containing traps and instructions will be mailed to registered

participants. People are encouraged to sign up online via the department's Pantry Blitz 2017 page.

Pantry Blitz 2017 is a key activity of the department’s Boosting Biosecurity Defences project and is supported by

National Science Week and Royalties for Regions.

For more information contact Laura Fagan, Development Officer, South Perth on +61 (0)8 9368 3212.
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Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western Australia accept

no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or

any part of it.
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