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OUR VISION 
See the impact 
of priority pests 

reduced to a 
minimal or 
acceptable 

level. 

OUR MISSION 
Use the tools at 
our disposal to 

get priority 
pests onto the 

day-to-day 
agenda of 

anyone who 
lives, works or 

operates in our 
patch.



CHAIR'S STATEMENT 

The Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group (PHBG) has developed to a new level in 

2017. We have delivered an amazing service to our community, particularly 

in our primary roles of education and engagement. We initiated a series of 

extremely successful events including the Fox Workshop in Harvey, the Pest 

Fest in Waroona, the Rabbit Workshop in Ravenswood and the Herbicide 

Resistance Workshop in Pinjarra. Close to 300 people attended these 

events - a staggering turnout and a clear indication that there is a keen 

interest in pest management in the Peel Harvey.  

Considerable work has been undertaken to ensure that we set our 

organisation up to succeed over the longer term. During 2017, the PHBG 

transitioned from operating under the umbrella of Landcare Serpentine 

Jarrahdale to become its own incorporated body with full responsibility for 

managing its finances. The PHBG has taken the opportunity to put in place 

good governance structures and reporting systems. This has been a very 

extensive task that is nearing completion. 

Most recently, the PHBG was endorsed by Minister MacTiernan as a 

recognised biosecurity group for the purposes of section 169 of the 

Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. This means we have 

been formally endorsed by the government to support the community in its 

efforts to manage declared pests. Obviously, the next step is to consider 

our future funding model. I ask people to think rationally, and respect the 

opinions of others when determining our future funding model. Look at this 

as a Greenfields business venture that will be securing the future of the 

land and natural assets that will be handed over to subsequent 

generations. 

A large thank you to the committee and staff who have worked tirelessly 

over the past 12 months. Thank you to each one of you for your enduring 

support. 
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Generally, when the public begins to identify the presence of a 

pest in its patch, it is far from being a new incursion. These 

'established' pests have varying impacts on the local economy, 

the environment and its people.  

In 2016 the Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group (PHBG) ran a 

community survey to see what pests were of most concern. In 

2017 this provisional list was presented to government and 

industry for their feedback (see photos below). The list will 

remain open for discussion and negotiation with all 

stakeholders, including landholders, for the next three months. 

The list will be reviewed annually.    

PHBG's Priority 
Pests

PLANTS 
Cotton bush 
Paterson's curse 
Apple of Sodom 
Cape tulip 
Arum lily 
Blackberry 
Doublegee 
Watsonia

VERTEBRATES 
Wild rabbit 
Fox 
Wild pig 
Feral cat 
Rainbow lorikeet 
Wild deer

INVERTEBRATES 
Fruit fly 

To have your say on this list, 

email 

comms.phbg@gmail.com 

and ask to fill out the 

priority pest survey. 

Pests with a priority status

Progress

If you ever find something 

unusual, please call 

08 9368 3080, or email 

padis@dpird.wa.gov.au. 

    The PHBG will also 

provide biosecurity alerts via 

its Facebook page, and 

encourage people to use the 

MyPestGuide Reporter App.   

Through a greater engagement with the scientific literature 

and experts, the PHBG has learnt that no established pest 

has ever been completely eradicated from any continent in 

the world. The only successful eradication has been on 

small islands. This is why Government places a priority on 

preventing and stopping new incursions, and encourages 

its citizen's to report anything unusual.

CRUSTACEANS 
Yabby

Industry Round Table

Government Round Table



As you go through the list of the PHBG's priority pests, you will 

quickly discover that each pest has been established in the 

South West for many years, even decades. However, it is very 

important to note that each pest VARIES IN ABUNDANCE, IN 

SPACE AND OVER TIME. In some places they have reached their 

full invasive potential, in others they have not. 

To prevent the PHBG's set of priority pests from reaching their 

full invasive potential across the entire region, existing 

populations need to be contained. Targeted and ongoing 

population suppression will be necessary.  

In 2017, benchmarking and ongoing monitoring was an item that 

gained attention at the PHBG's government and industry round 

tables. Issues raised were taken to a joint meeting of the 

executive officers of biosecurity groups in the South West. The 

meeting confirmed that reliable and accurate knowledge 

regarding the distribution, density and impact of pest 

populations is generally lacking. Where it is available, it is 

not at a scale, or in a format which aids strategic 

planning. 

Resolving this issue is a priority for the PHBG over the next 12- 

18 months. Without benchmarking and monitoring, progress will 

be impossible to gauge.   

Pests with variable distributions, 
densities & impacts 

The PHBG must determine 

the level of interest in the 

community for reporting the 

incidence and damage 

caused by priority pests. 

Importantly, we need to 

know if it is a lack of 

awareness of the tools, or 

some other barrier at play.  

A number of reporting tools have 

been developed by the Australian 

and WA Governments to engage 

citizens in the reporting of 

established pests. To date, uptake 

in the Peel Harvey has been low. 

Progress



Communication & engagement

Progress

Information stalls 

in 2017

SJ Fair 
Pinjarra Festival 
Waroona Show 
Harvey Show

The PHBG will now have a professional look with a marquee 

and trailer being purchased and prepared for next years 

events. This was made possible through generous assistance 

from the Peel Harvey Catchment Council, and will allow 

anybody to set up and deliver without having to utilise and 

damage their own property.  

The PHBG is also looking at stocking the trailer with handy 

pest control equipment (e.g. weed levers, traps) for 

community groups to borrow. If you can get a group of 

people together, the PHBG would love to support your 

event in some way.

Harvey Show

Public Workshops 

in 2017
Fruit fly trapping 

Feral pig trapping 
Rabbit control 

Fox control

The PHBG has been working hard to keep its displays, 

information and social media content interesting and relevant. 

The PHBG has been taking a few communication risks to catch 

the attention of people who don't generally engage with pest 

management.  

The 'wanted' signs were a massive hit at the Waroona Show, 

with little kids, big kids and adults alike posing for a photo. With 

the popularity of selfies and photo booths, this was a way to 

tap into the communication preferences of younger people. 

Interestingly, parents were often reluctantly dragged into our 

display area, to find that they actually had a question to ask us 

about pest control.  

Waroona Show



Pest curriculum for primary and secondary schools in the 

region   

The PHBG engaged local school teachers to review what pest 

resources were readily available and locally relevant. The PHBG 

is close to finishing a comprehensive pest curriculum, which will 

be complemented by hands-on learning equipment, games and 

educational resources for hire (through the Biosecurity in a Box). 

The PHBG has also received fantastic news that it has 

received funding to provide teacher training to help with 

the roll-out of the curriculum in 2018. 

Education and knowledge 
exchange 

Looking to the future:  

Last year the PHBG 

hosted a public 

seminar by a leading 

researcher on safe 

pesticide use.  

This year the PHBG 

invited local pest and 

weed controllers, as 

well as Shire crews, 

to attend a day-long 

forum on herbicide 

resistance.

Progress

Biosecurity Forum

Tapping into expert knowledge 

The PHBG participated in the 2017 Biosecurity Forum, where 

biosecurity groups from around the State presented on their 

achievements and challenges they faced. The networking and 

learning from each other was invaluable. 

The PHBG was also represented at the Western Australian Local 

Government Association (WALGA) seminar series for managing 

pest animals.   

Teaching resources 

developed by the SJ 

Mens Shed in 

partnership with the 

PHBG:

Cotton bush seed 

pods preserved in 

resin

Feral animal scat 

boards



Behaviour change

According to a new research paper*,  

... a new, lower pest population is only possible if control tools 

are effective, where there is buy-in from the community, and 

landscape level application. 

Community buy-in may be the limiting factor and will usually 

require considerable investment in time and expertise to 

achieve the level of coverage to align with the size of effective 

management units. 

Indeed, the PHBG has identified that owners who do not reside 

at their property, or use their properties purely for lifestyle 

purposes, often fall outside the Group's network and/or sphere 

of influence. Of concern, often these owners lack the 

knowledge or capacity to effectively undertake pest control 

activities. 

The PHBG has teamed up with the University of New England to 

replicate engagement and behaviour change strategies used 

to good effect for managing tropical soda apple over East. 

The specific focus will be on absentee or lifestyle property 

owners and their management of cotton bush.

Progress

* Fleming, P, Ballard G, Reid N, and Tracey, J (2017). Invasive species and 

their impacts on agri-ecosystems: issues and solutions for restoring 

ecosystem processes. The Rangeland Journal, open access.

Keep your eye out for these signs over 

the next 12 months. If you are doing 

your bit, please contact the PHBG to 

discuss the possibility of getting a sign 

to put on your front gate.



Governance

Progress

The PHBG has been focusing on its long term sustainability - 

BECAUSE PEST CONTROL NEEDS TO BE SUSTAINED INTO THE 

LONGER TERM.  

In October 2015 the PHBG agreed to keep all funding options 

on the table, and this was reaffirmed in August 2016. One 

option included a declared pest rate. 

The PHBG has been looking more closely into this option. It has 

been to an information session, asked many questions and had 

some preliminary modelling done to show what rate would 

need to be raised to cover 1/2 of the operational budget of the 

PHBG - the other half comes directly through the State 

Government through dollar for dollar matching. 

The PHBG appreciates that there are some sensitivities about a 

declared species pest rate.  It is prepared to hear out those 

concerns during February, when it sets up in local libraries and 

community resource centres in the region. 

The PHBG also directs anyone who is interested to the 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

resources on the topic. Simply type 'recognised biosecurity 

group' or 'declared pest rate' into your browser. 

You are most welcome to contact staff or your local committee 

representative.



Partnerships
Our sincere gratitude is extended to the following organisations and 

individuals who have provided tremendous support to the PHBG in 2017: 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, through 

Sandy Lloyd, Tamrika Lanoiselet, Laura Fagan, Isabel Arevalo-vigne, 

Barney Dzowa, Jason Dearle, Henry Brockman, Peter Adams, Christine 

Comer, Lindsay Strange, Barry Davies and Simon Merewether. 

Peel Harvey Catchment Council, through Luke Rogers and Jane O'Malley 

Shire of Harvey, through Samantha Pickering and Simon Hall 

Shire of Murray, through Tom Lerner and Dean Unsworth 

Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale, through Pascal Balley and Vanessa 

Slater 

Shire of Waroona, through Chris Dunlop, Brad Vitale and Leonard Long 

Landcare SJ, through Kristy Gregory and Francis Smit 

SJ Mens Shed, through John Black, Robert Hollingsworth, Wayne Herron, 

Graham Pailthorpe, Steve Brown and many more. 

Waroona Landcare Centre, through Megan LeRoy and Colleen Archibald 

Waroona Lions, Waroona Agricultural Society and Waroona Youth 

Advisory Council 

Harvey River Restoration Taskforce, through Jordon Garbellini and Jane 

Townsend  

Leschenault Biosecurity Group, through Chris Howe 

Blackwood Biosecurity Inc, through Shelia Howitt 

University of New England, through Lynette McLeod 

Centre for Invasive Species Solutions, through Ian McDonald 

Livestock Biosecurity Network, through Frances Gartrell 

The following businesses have made donations to the PHBG; 

MZI who provided funds for catering at the Pest Fest, which were used to 

engage the SJ Food and Farm Alliance 

Waroona Rural Services & Elders, who provided prizes for the Pest Fest.  

Hamel Nursery, who provided native seedlings for the Pest Fest weed 

swap. 

The PHBG has received grants through the State NRM Office, Royalties for 

Regions, Peel-Harvey Catchment Council and the Peel Development 

Commission. 

Many photographs in this report were taken and supplied free of charge by  

Kirsten Cole.  Thank you for your generous assistance. 

Progress



Staff Contact Details

Jonelle Cleland 

Executive Officer 

exec.officer.phbg@gmail.com 

0409079156 

 

Teele Hooper-Worrell 

Communications Officer 

comms.phbg@gmail.com


