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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

I am writing with concern to the proposed ban on certain training tools, namely the E Collar and 
Prong Collars. 

These collars if used in the correct hands are an important training tool.  The prong collar in 
my opinion should have its name changed to Pressure Collar as this describes its job in a 
better way as opposed to prong suggesting it sticks into the animals body, one can safely 
demonstrate this to clients by putting it on your arm (or neck) showing exactly what it does, 
they are not spiked at all, rather blunt and rounded on the ends.  Those images that have 
been banded about with the collar embedding itself into the animals skin clearly show a 
disregard for the care of that animal in the first place as quite clearly there has been abuse 
by leaving it on the animal for an extended period. 

My own personal experience is as follows - my daughter 7 years ago while she was living at 
home introduced a rescue dog into our family. He is a German Shepherd/English Mastiff 
cross and came to us as a 4 month old from a foster family.  She named him Bundy, he was 
a handful, we had a 9 year old cat at the time and they didn't get on.  He had a lovely 
temperament but was full of energy and very strong willed.  She did all the right things in the 
way of training him - contacted various groups to find out which training path to follow.  She 
was advised to do positive reinforcement initially, then when that didn't work it was 
suggested she get a behavioural consultant in, long story short neither of these methods 
worked, it was an extremely tense time in the household almost to the point of returning him 
to the rescue group.  A last resort was to send him to `boot camp' at a local dog training 
facility - he boarded there for 10 days, when he returned he had improved significantly. This 
bootcamp took a "balanced" training approach, not a positive only one. Lauren had to waste 
hundreds of dollars and time she didn't have making the issue worse with the positive 
reinforcement restricted trainers, before things got better. But Bundy was still out of control 
in some situations - namely with the cat, he still had questionable recall and still had 
explosions on lead at other dogs. He still caused fights and almost injured himself/others 
even after this bootcamp. 



My daughter is a very passionate person when it comes to animals, their welfare is always 
paramount to her, she doesn't believe in destroying dogs because the thought is they can't 
be helped.  As a result of her own experience with Bundy she started looking into the other 
training methods available to maybe help him.  She has put many hours of study into 
researching these two particular tools, she has even travelled to Melbourne to take part in a 
training seminar to learn how to use these tools and other techniques to help these 
wonderful animals. She started a dog wash/pet sitting business a few years ago which has 
evolved into helping owners manage their dogs when it comes to walking them and 
integrating them with other dogs/pets, she has been very successful and many of her clients 
are so grateful she has introduced these tools to them - you can see reviews on her 
business page `The Holistic Hound'. Bundy is 7 this year and is an absolutely amazing 
animal, he is a big dog but is so well trained - he is now a helper dog for her business and 
helps other dogs in their rehabilitation thanks to these tools. They also rehabilitated his cat 
aggression, meaning they could welcome a cat to the family, and gave him a guaranteed 
recall no matter the distraction. 

Lets be clear here, these tools are used to correct a dogs path and to communicate, 
sometimes even just at a low, gentle level - as a reminder to the animal 'no you can't do 
that', its not used as torture again as many media reports would have you believe. In 
Bundy's case, he used to like chasing Kangaroos when he was out in the bush - very 
dangerous for him, a quick press on the button - not a prolonged hold on the button - 
reminded him 'hang on, I can't do that' and he would return to my daughter. Isn't that safer 
than a Kangaroo ripping him apart? 

On a side note, lets quickly mention the regular lead, owners pull back on these sharply 
when they want their dogs to do something, how is this humane?? you can damage the 
dogs windpipe, choke them potentially, the next thing to do when that doesn't work seems 
to  be to slap the dog to get them to do what they want - humans have done this for years.  

I hope these tools aren't banned, they give owners choice in training methods, there are 
always going to be individuals that do the wrong things by their animals - unfortunately this 
is human nature.  Why penalise the trainers that are getting immense success for both dogs 
and their owners, its as much about educating the owners as the dogs by the way. Instead 
of banning them could a Register of Users be implemented, those trainers who are using 
them correctly could be on it, clients would have to go through the register to find a trainer 
who can educate them in the correct way to use them? 

Its a democratic society surely the option should be available to all. 

Regards 
 
Julie Maslen 
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