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The La Grange project is over half-way through with the June 2016 end date closer than 

the project’s 2012 start. 

To acknowledge the midway mark, this newsletter edition is dedicated to re-visiting the 

basics about the project and providing an update on results and where we are to date. 

Research on water, soil, the aspirations of landholders, land tenure, cultural and        

environmental areas of significance and markets and investment opportunities are all 

being covered through the project. 

A key group of DAFWA staff along with external consultants and landholders from the 

La Grange region have been working together to carry out the project, that will position 

the region to make informed decisions and the most of appropriate future development 

opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The importance of people, communication and relationships are key project ways of 

working along with innovation and flexibility in delivery of information.  

We hope you enjoy the edition and encourage the interested community to join our    

Facebook page and newsletter contact list and keep updated with the project. 

Thanks to all the landholders who accommodate project staff during field trips. 

Cheers, Felicity Brown 
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Impromptu meeting with Helen Campion and David Stoate (Anna Plains Station) on the highway in La Grange 

http://www.facebook.com/DAFWALaGrange
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The La Grange Agriculture Opportunities project is funded by Department of 

Regional Development (DRD) and run by Department of Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA).  

Actively involved in the La Grange project are: 

The project is developing information about the region so landholders can make informed decisions 
surrounding future agriculture developments in La Grange.   
Information is being gathered on the following: 



Workshop outcomes 

 

Outcomes from the regional workshop included to: 
 
 Involve rangers in monitoring programs and provide informal training 
 Develop and implement a communication engagement framework 
 Acknowledge the information passed down from traditional owners 

alongside the technical data obtained from the resource assessment 
program 

 Utilise old reports and data previously researched on La Grange area 
groundwater 

 Develop culturally appropriate communication publications 
 Develop the project newsletter as a two-way sharing of information  
 Investigate possibility for an interactive project specific website/blog/

social media site 
 Maintain a core representative group for regular face-to-face contact 
 Continue project officer individual property and community visits 
 Coordinate one large two-day regional workshop per year (March) 
 Coordinate two localised day trips for the core representative group: 
  Visit an operating business or property within the region 
  Visit on-country area of cultural significance with traditional owners  
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The results of the Project’s research will: 

 
 Identify suitable locations within La Grange 

for agriculture development, and areas that 

are not suitable. 

 Identify appropriate tenure and pathways 

for development and investment. 

 Identify current landholder’s plans,           

aspirations and future visions that will     

develop a regional vision. 

 Develop an Enterprise Assessment Tool 

which will help people calculate the cost 

and returns of agricultural development  

ideas within the La Grange region.  

 Develop an Investor/Landholder database 

for agriculture investment opportunities to 

connect with each other. 

The above and more information as developed 

by the Project, will position the region to make 

informed decisions and to make the most of    

appropriate development opportunities.   

The La Grange region 

 

The project started in February 2012                

and will finish June 2016. 

How information is being gathered: 
The project flew an Airborne Electro Magnetic 
(AEM)  survey flight over 6,000km of the La 
Grange region in November 2012 and May 2013.  
The visual data produced by the AEM defines the 
salt and freshwater interface and maps the 
groundwater resource. AEM results have been 
shared with project participants at the annual  
regional workshop and will be available to the 
public in 2016.  Results complement the ground 
assessments. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Ground Hydrogeology assessment: 

Project scientist Bob Paul and his team have  
surveyed over 300 bores and windmills in the La 
Grange region, taking over 150 water samples for 
detailed chemical analysis.  Results indicate 
more than 75% of samples were very fresh water 
with little or any chemistry-related issues. 

The bulk of the soil assessment work is complete.  
Core samples have been collected to determine 
types and depths of soils in the region and site 
descriptions and mapping is complete.  The soil 
survey work has already identified several types 
of pindan soils. Suitability for agriculture of each 
type is currently being     
assessed.   

An EM38 sled survey 
was offered to          
participants with       
appropriately cleared 
areas of land which  
assists to predict      
potential changes to 
soil properties under 
irrigation. 
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Landholder aspirations 
Communication, consultation and  
engagement are high priorities for the 
La Grange project.   

Annual regional workshops, formal 
meetings, casual get-togethers, the 
quarterly newsletter and project          
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
dafwalagrange are examples of how the 
project communicates information with 
project participants and the wider       
interested community.   

Project Officer Felicity (Flic) Brown    
regularly drives the region to visit       
individuals, businesses and groups and 
personally deliver information and      
updates where required. 

The project appreciates how busy our 
participants are and hence acknowledge 
the need for flexibility in delivery.  The 
priority is ensuring everyone involved in 
the project receives the same             
information and that everyone has the 
opportunity to have their messages 
heard. 

Individual business vision planning is 
offered to La Grange project              
participants, assisting landholders to  
develop their own vision plans and at the 
same time highlights common threads 
that support the development of the 
broader regional vision for La Grange.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The Project’s tenure tool is currently 
under development which will enable 
landholders to better understand the  
required land tenures for agriculture   
development, and processes for   
achieving any land development.   

 

The Project's Enterprise Assessment 
tool is also progressing well.  This Tool 
will help plan agriculture ventures by  
calculating costs, profits and risk, based 
on a business idea. 

 

Monitoring and evaluation of the La 
Grange project is carried out by BRM 
Economics, an independent company 
evaluating the project as it progresses.  
BRM is available to receive any       
feedback on the project from within or 
outside the project and exists to ensure 
the project is progressing as it should 
and improving where required. 

If you wish to contact BRM about the La 
Grange project: 

maito:LaGrange@samepageconsulting.
com.au 

 

Project principles developed at the 2013       
regional workshop 

Matt Howard (Shelamar) & Bob Paul (DAFWA) 
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