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What’s on in       5 
La Grange  

Bringing the region together is always a challenge but the benefits are endless as we 

once again discovered at the annual regional La Grange project workshop held at Eco 

Beach in March.  The two-day event was well attended with 37 representatives from the 

region’s horticulture businesses and pastoral properties as well as traditional owners and 

relevant departments, businesses and agencies.        

The project’s soil and groundwater survey results from work carried out in 2013 were     

presented at the workshop, including the AEM visual data and the ground survey data 

from existing bores.  These results are further outlined in this newsletter edition along with 

the resource assessment work plans for 2014.                                                               

With the project now in its second year, the aspirations, wants and concerns of La Grange 

landholders for the future of the region are being more openly discussed and realised, 

which contributes to the development of the regional vision plan.  The La Grange project 

is a unique project and as highlighted at the workshop, the        

outcomes are based on the whole region coming together to     

progress towards a regional vision.  Thanks to those who attended 

the  workshop and thanks for your hospitality when I am on the 

road. Your ongoing contribution to the project is invaluable.             

               Cheers Felicity Brown       

From the Editor 
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Eco Beach was again the perfect venue for the 
second annual La Grange regional workshop.  
The two-day event welcomed 37 people from 
the region’s pastoral properties, horticulture      
businesses, traditional owner groups and      
relevant departments and agencies.  Sessions 
included the project’s resource assessment   
results and updates from individual industries 
and programs operating within the region. 
Most participants opted to stay overnight and 
attend the group dinner, a relaxed opportunity to 
meet fellow residents and further discuss topics 
surrounding the region.  Some even threw in a 
fishing line at the end of the day. 
We recognise and thank those who participated 
in the workshop. The opportunity to get together, 
meet new people and catch up with others from 
the region, to receive information and be a part 
of how the project operates and progresses is 
great and we encourage everyone’s involvement 
and input.  Outcomes from the workshop will be 
distributed to participants over the next weeks.  
Future get-togethers will include a day trip to an 
operating regional horticulture business and an 
on-country visit with traditional owners.            
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Regional workshop 

Jimmy Edgar, Dean Matthews, Thomas Djiagween and 
Pius Gregory (Yawuru) 

Helen Campion (Anna Plains), Geoff Strickland (DAFWA), 
Kirsty Forshaw (Nita Downs) 

OJ Bangu and Rhys Swain (Karajarri rangers) 

David Stoate (Anna Plains station) presents an update on 
the pastoral industry 

Sylvia Shovellor (KTLA) and Anna Dwyer (Nulungu      
Research Institute) 

Richard George (DAFWA) describes the AEM survey plane 



Workshop outcomes 

 

Outcomes from the regional workshop included to: 
 

Involve rangers in monitoring programs and provide informal training 
Develop and implement a communication engagement framework 
Acknowledge the information passed down from traditional owners 
alongside the technical data obtained from the resource assessment 
program 
Utilise old reports and data previously researched on La Grange area 
groundwater 
Develop culturally appropriate communication publications 
Develop the project newsletter as a two-way sharing of information  
Investigate possibility for an interactive project specific website/blog/
social media site 
Maintain a core representative group for regular face-to-face contact 
Continue project officer individual property and community visits 
Coordinate one large two-day regional workshop per year (March) 
Coordinate two localised day trips for the core representative group: 

  Visit an operating business or property within the region 
  Visit on-country area of cultural significance with traditional owners  
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Maps (like below) were provided at the workshop 
and an interpretation made by the Department of 
Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) scientist           
Dr Richard George.  

This particular map shows differing depths and 
slices (sections through the ground) and is a 
typical way to present the 30 layers of data. 
This map shows a slice through the ground from 
the coast (left) to over 150km inland about mid 
point of the La Grange area. The upper hand 
drawn blue line is the interpreted watertable (to 
be confirmed by future drilling) and the lower line 
is the probable base of the Broome              
sandstone.  Dark blue is land surface, pindan 
soil and upper fresh aquifers (flow is direction of 
dark arrow) while orange and red colours are  

 
more conductive or saline (clay or saltwater). 
The stylised bore (black line) to the left is 200m 
deep and the blue dotted line further left marks 
the inward limit of the saltwater interface.  The 
interface is represented by the red ‘ramp’ – 
showing salty water comes inland 10km.  The 
lower blue  arrows represents recharge areas to 
the deeper (Wallal) aquifer system that lies un-
der the siltstones, at a depth of over 300m. 

Project scientist Bob Paul presented results of a 
field survey of over 300 bores and windmills. 
Over 150 water samples were taken for detailed 
chemical analysis. Results indicated that more 
than 75% of samples were very fresh and little or 
any chemistry-related issues were found.   
Bore salinity levels were compared with the    
airborne mapping and the two were closely    
related, making predictions of salinity in areas 
without bore data now possible.  
 

Anna Dwyer (Nulungu Research Institute) and Matt Howard 
(Shelamar station) 

David Galwey (Shamrock Gardens) and Jimmy Edgar 
(Yawuru)  

AEM survey results 

Helen Campion (Anna Plains), Felicity Brown (DAFWA), 
Julie Melbourne (Yawuru) and Kirsty Forshaw (Nita Downs) 

Ground survey results 

Joe Edgar (KTLA) and Damian Forshaw (Nita Downs) 
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The Karajarri    Indigenous          
Protected Area (IPA) was declared 7 
May at  Mangkuna (Corkbark) about 
35kms south of Bidyadanga.  The IPA 
covers 24,797square kilometres and 
includes parts of the Frazier Downs 
Pastoral Lease and inland areas     
towards the Great Sandy Desert.   
The Healthy Country Management 
Plan developed by Karajarri            
Traditional Owners and the KLC sets 
out the long-term conservation targets 
and strategies for the management of 
the IPA.   

The Karajarri Rangers showcased the 
plan at the La Grange Regional    
workshop, outlining their responsibility  
for implementing the plan under the 
guidance of the cultural advisory   
committee.   

What’s on in La Grange? 

www.facebook.com/dafwalagrange 

Karajarri IPA 

Declaration 

Hi everyone.  Firstly, thank you for all your help in 2013 with supporting our 
field staff. 
At the Eco Beach workshop we explained that the project plans to install 
monitoring bores in the La Grange region in 2014.  These monitoring bores 
will assist to monitor the ground water table and salinity levels in the future, 
particularly with any further development that may occur in the region.   
The type of activity that the field staff were doing in 2013 was typically low  
disturbance activity, like taking soil and water samples and visiting bores. 
When we move to the next stage of installing monitoring bores, the approvals 
may a bit more complex and we seek your ongoing support, particularly with 
access, whilst the process surrounding the proposed monitoring bores is    
underway.  
In the same way as last season, Flic will be coordinating the visits to make 
sure that the timing is suitable, the access does not disturb you and that safety 
and other protocols are met. 
We value your support and guidance as we work our way through the         
approvals and this year’s work plan.  Regards, Chris Ham 

Work plans for 2014  

Eugene Bumba and OJ Bangu (Karajarri 
rangers) talk about the Management Plan 

The DAFWA soil team will 
return to the region during 
June and early July to     
complete the soil survey work 
commenced last dry season.   
Team leader Henry Smolinski 
updated workshop attendees 
on the soil survey results to 
date and of the work planned for 2014.  Henry will head the soil survey work 
again this year.   

Continuing the soil survey 

http://www.facebook.com/DAFWALaGrange

