
 

The resource assessment is in full swing for the  
La Grange project.  On-ground water and soil         
assessment teams have been working non stop 
throughout the region, property by property,     
sampling the water and soils. 
The hydrogeology team has spent over 70 days in 
the area since June, collecting water samples and 
compiling an inventory of existing bores.  At the 
same time the soils team has been collecting core 
soil samples and determining types and depths. 
This data will be analysed in Perth over the Wet 
season and collated with the AEM data.  DAFWA is currently working with CSIRO 
to convert the 6000km of AEM data so the various aquifer zones can be detected 
and patterns in groundwater salinity mapped to forecast what’s under the ground.  
This collated data will be presented to project participants at the workshop in the 
new year. 
Our social media proposal for a Facebook page has been approved, which makes 
La Grange one of the first projects within the Department of Agriculture and Food to 
develop a Facebook page. We will give you the Facebook thumbs up when the 
page is online.  The La Grange project webpage is also being developed for the 
new Department of Agriculture and Food website to be launched next year.   
We are thrilled to advise that Nulungu Research Institute is now onboard to provide 
specialist aboriginal facilitation, liaison and cultural advisory services for the project 
and we take this opportunity to welcome Nulungu’s Bruce Gorring and Anna Dwyer 
to the La Grange project team.   
Thankyou Shelamar and Shamrock Gardens for sharing a snapshot of their        
operations.  We welcome and encourage all La Grange businesses, properties and 
communities to share your stories and photos and showcase the region. 

 
Thank you to the businesses,      
properties and traditional owners for 
having project staff on site and on 
country.  Thanks for your help and 
generosity and for accommodating 
us all as well. 
Till next time,  

Cheers, 
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Project Hydrogeologist Bob 
Paul and his team have spent 
more than 70 days in the La 
Grange region collecting water 
samples and compiling an    
inventory of existing bores.  
They have worked on nine 
properties within the region. 
The bore inventory includes 
surveying the bore position, 
measuring water levels and 
bore depths (where possible) 
and recording bore              
construction details at the    
surface. 
Water sampling includes      
collecting pumped samples 
from bores and sending to the 
Perth ChemCentre for analysis 
of approximately 50 selected 
parameters.  The groundwater 
data will be analysed to look at 
groundwater patterns in the 
area and will support the AEM 

data that is currently being 
processed by CSIRO. 
Bob hopes to complete the    
on-ground assessment by    
November.  The information 
will be analysed and collated 
over the Wet season and will 
be presented to project             
participants early next year. 
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The La Grange project soil assessment team 
has been working on five participating         
properties within the region. 
The team has carried out soil investigations  
with the EM38 sled on three properties and 
without an EM survey (because of instrument 
malfunction) on a further two properties.  The 
team will return to the latter two for the EM    
surveys next year. 
To conduct the soil investigation the team drill 
holes to 4-8m deep along dirt tracks.  Core 
samples determine the depth to clay, rock, 
gravel and shallow water as well as determining 
soil types. 
This assessment is now complete on two        
La Grange properties and part of a third and      
involved over 180 soil test sites. 
Findings from the investigations indicate that 
there are at least five different Pindan soil types 
in the La Grange region. 
Over the Wet season the soils team will collate 

the data and complete a draft soil map in which 
we will try to define the five Pindan units. 
These results will be presented to project      
participants early 2014 and made publically 
available with the completed project release  
after 2016. 
 

Soil assessment program 

Hydrogeology assessment program 

Karajarri rangers measuring water 
depths with Bob Paul on  

Frazier Downs 

Testing water flow  and parameters 



Workshop outcomes 

 

Outcomes from the regional workshop included to: 
 

Involve rangers in monitoring programs and provide informal training 
Develop and implement a communication engagement framework 
Acknowledge the information passed down from traditional owners 
alongside the technical data obtained from the resource assessment 
program 
Utilise old reports and data previously researched on La Grange area 
groundwater 
Develop culturally appropriate communication publications 
Develop the project newsletter as a two-way sharing of information  
Investigate possibility for an interactive project specific website/blog/
social media site 
Maintain a core representative group for regular face-to-face contact 
Continue project officer individual property and community visits 
Coordinate one large two-day regional workshop per year (March) 
Coordinate two localised day trips for the core representative group: 

  Visit an operating business or property within the region 
  Visit on-country area of cultural significance with traditional owners  
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Meet the region  

Shelamar station is 200km south of Broome     
fronting the Great Northern Highway.  
Shelamar is growing sweet corn under centre pivots 
and water melons and pumpkins on drip irrigation. 
Shelamar supplies direct to Coles and Woolworths 
and markets throughout Australia. 
  

Shamrock Gardens grows 
water melons and seedless 
water melons under a sub 
surface trickle irrigation   
system.   
Recently, the business has 
added hay production to the 
operation, growing sorghum 
hay to supply local cattle 
producers. 

Shamrock Gardens is located 150km south of Broome on the Great Northern Highway.  
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Vision planning 

Properties and businesses throughout the region have taken up the offer 
through the project for individual property vision planning.      

This planning process is proving vital in determining the future vision for the 
region as highlighted by landholders and residents from the region. 

Individual property vision plans remain confidential and the property of       
individuals.  The common challenges, concerns and goals that are presenting 
during the planning exercises are essential for the project regional vision plan, 
highlighting how existing landholders view the future for the region.    

Disclaimer:  The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western Australia accept no 
liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

Keeping up with social media, the La Grange project will soon have our own 
Facebook page. 
Developed in response to ideas from the Eco Beach meeting for an interactive 
social media site, the application was one of the first within the Department of 
Agriculture and Food to be approved. 

The La Grange project Facebook page will be an up-to-date information hub to 
maintain regular communication and encourage conversation surrounding the 
project. 
The page aims to promote pride and unity within the region and encourage   
individual project participants to think, respond and plan for the future as a    
region. 

The Facebook page will enhance community engagement and build confidence 
in the project.  The page also aims to improve cultural awareness and       
knowledge of the region’s existing pastoral and horticulture industries. 
The social media site highlights the project’s commitment to be progressive and 
innovative and to share the same information with all. 

Social media 

The Karajarri rangers assisted Bob Paul to locate and test the bores on  
Frazier Downs station.  During this assessment Bob carried out informal 
hydrogeology training with the rangers and the rangers taught Bob and the 
team some local knowledge as well.   
[Below] Ranger OJ talks about the soap wattle and its usefulness when   
getting hands dirty working on country. 

Working with Karajarri rangers 


