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Happy New Year and welcome to the second last edition of our DAFWA La Grange   

Agriculture Opportunities newsletter.  As we near completion of the four year Regional 

Economic Development Water Opportunities Project we take great pleasure in handing 

over the results firstly, to landholders of the region who have been vital participants in 

the project. Extensive research of the region’s water and soil is now complete and this 

information has been layered onto maps which visually identifies  optimal areas for   

irrigated agriculture development in La Grange. 

The CSIRO ground EM survey is finished, which along with the bore information,     

complements the AEM air survey flown in 2012. This extensive resource information 

coupled with the markets and investment research and economic tools will enable the 

region’s landholders to make informed decisions surrounding economic development 

within La Grange.  The monitoring program has installed bores on 23 sites across the 

La Grange which will monitor the health of the region’s groundwater into the future.    

Data loggers installed into these new bores in addition to the existing bores will assist 

the monitoring. The Coriolis report (page 2) has identified world market product          

demands that the La Grange region could grow and the first round of Grower 

Group grant applications have closed with a second round opportunity 

planned for later this year.  We wish you the best for 2016 and thank all those 

involved who have made the results and this project, possible.  The regional 

release of data will be next in May and the public release soon after that.    

Enjoy the edition.  Cheers, Felicity Brown 
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The Department of Agriculture and Food WA, 
through the DAFWA La Grange Agriculture   
Opportunities project commissioned “Growing 
the North,” otherwise known as the “Coriolis  
report” to identify high-potential products that 
markets are demanding and what the North can 
produce. 
Growing the North provides a market-led       
approach to identify products with strong       
demand and experiencing growth in markets, to 
ensure a greater potential for success.  
22 countries were defined as high potential   
target markets for new agricultural products 
which could be produced in northern Western 
Australia.  

 
For more information on the report, contact     
La Grange project manager Chris Ham  
christopher.ham@agric.wa.gov.au and for the 
full report, visit the DAFWA website. 
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Water and soil resources mapped  
 
The resource assessment for the region is now 
complete and the water and soil data results are  
currently being layered onto individual property 
maps and delivered to the Landholders of La 
Grange.  This information is being provided to 
individual project participants first, before being 
presented to the region during the annual La 
Grange Agriculture project two-day workshop.  
The results have been most appreciated by those 
who have received the data maps, which identify 
the suitability of their land for irrigated agriculture.  
With this information landholders can make     
informed decisions about future agriculture     
development within the region of La Grange.   
The overall project results and research will be 
available to the public at the project’s completion 
this June 30, 2016, presented through a forum 
held in Broome.  
If you are one of the remaining project            
participants who hasn’t received your individual 
property data maps yet, contact Felicity Brown to 
arrange delivery of your results.   
 

Station owners, children and staff were all involved in the presentation of Anna Plains data maps  

Pictured: Joanna Stoate, Helen Campion, Sam Carter, John Stoate and David Stoate   

Station owners of the region including Pete and Polly Edmunds 

from Mandora have been actively involved in the project over 

the four years  
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Grower Group R&D Grants 

The $17.4 million Grower Group R&D Grants program is a major component of 
the Agricultural Sciences R&D Fund Royalties for Regions program.  WA-based, 
incorporated grower groups, and not-for profit, farmer-driven organisations with 
an Australian Business Number (ABN), are eligible to apply for individual grants 
between $20 000 and $500 000.  The first round has closed with some local 
growers applying.  Interested Kimberley growers for the second round in August 
are encouraged to contact DAFWA’s Chris Ham 0427 085 110 for further        
information. 

Final regional workshop for La Grange  
 
The fourth and final regional workshop for the DAFWA La Grange project will be 
held early May.  The four year project findings, data, results and research will be 
handed over to project participants as a region.  Those attending the two-day 
event will be presented with comprehensive information on the soil and water 
resources, as well as potential investment and market opportunities and tools to 
assist decisions surrounding agriculture development opportunities within La 
Grange.      

Shelamar station and  

Shamrock Gardens       

horticulture businesses 

have been actively involved 

in the project over the four 

years 

Yawuru and Karajarri    

traditional owner groups as 

well as Nyangumarta have 

been actively involved in the   

project over the four years 

http://www.facebook.com/DAFWALaGrange
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/horticulture/grower-group-rd-grants-program
mailto:christopher.ham@agric.wa.gov.au?subject=Chris%20Ham

