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January came and went before the chance to wish everyone Happy New Year so it’s 

February well wishes from the team here in Broome.  We hope 2015 is everything you 

hope for and that we get to work alongside you again this year. 

I will be hitting the road in the next weeks as many return from a well earned break and 

I’m looking forward to catching up with the landholders of La Grange. 

The project end date of June 2016 is getting close and as we enter the last 17 months 

we look forward to finalizing the resource assessment and other investigations and   

support tools, and showcasing these at the 2015 regional workshop. 

The DAFWA project team presented a seminar update at the end of last year to         

Department and Industry people in Perth and the packed room indicated a keenness to 

hear what the project has been doing and where we are heading from here. 

Finalising the regional vision for future agriculture development in La Grange is a high 

priority for this last year.  A vision statement will be developed that the project and          

landholders can use to clearly outline what the residents of La Grange want.  If you 

haven’t had a chance to have your say as a landholder, make sure you contact me. 

Our La Grange project Facebook page had its first birthday at the end of last year and to 

celebrate the milestone we are updating the site’s cover pic and invite project            

participants to send photos for the new cover.   

Finally, congratulations to Matt Howard from Shelamar Station who guessed the closest 

date for the first 10mm of rain in the La Grange region.  We’re sure Matt will 

enjoy his new iWeather station and hopefully, there’s a little more rain for the 

region to come.  I trust 2015 is off to a good start.  

Cheers, Felicity Brown (Flic)  
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Seminar spreads the news 

The La Grange project team presented a seminar to 120 people in a packed South Perth 

DAFWA Theatrette on 12 November, explaining what the project has been doing and where 

the project is heading. The session was chaired by Terry Hill and other presenters included 

project manager Chris Ham, Felicity Brown, Richard George, Noel Schoknecht, Rod         

Safstrom and Geoff Strickland.  Karajarri Traditional Land Owners (KTLA) Joe Edgar and  

Gordon Marshall presented on behalf of the KTLA and Anna Dwyer on behalf of the project’s 

cultural advisors, Nulungu Research Institute.   

Besides DAFWA staff, many external people from other departments and industry attended 

the seminar. With just over 18 months to go the project seminar was an appropriate time to 

update interested people on the work to date, particularly with information about the natural 

resources of the region and the plan as we near the project’s end goal of developing accurate 

information surrounding the opportunities for agriculture development in the region.  Access 

to such information will assist the region to move on to sustainable and successful agriculture 

development. 

Joe Edgar, Anna Dwyer and Gordon Marshall (KTLA) Rob Delane (DAFWA) 
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The focus is on the future  
Identifying a strong and concise vision for 
agriculture development in La Grange is a 
valuable task that has been ticking away 
since the project began. 
The La Grange regional vision describes 
what stakeholders want their region to be in 
years to come.  It focuses on the future and 
communicates what the region wants and 
hopes to achieve for agriculture                
development in La Grange.   
Over the past two and a half years we’ve 
been listening to landholders’ thoughts, 
hopes, aspirations and dreams.  This year, the 
information gathered will be developed into a 
regional vision and relevant statement that the 
region can, from this project on, choose to use 
to provide Government, investors and others a 
clear understanding of what La Grange         
residents want for the future. 
In 2012 seven questions were emailed over 
seven weeks to pastoralists, horticulturalists, 
representatives from the region’s four traditional 
owner groups and Bidyadanga community along 
with the Broome shire, and relevant government 
departments covering the region.   
The responses to these questions were     
showcased at the first regional workshop at Eco 
Beach 2013. 
Last year these same seven questions were 
posted on the project Face book page. 
Landholders have communicated via emails and 
face to face conversations how they view the 
future for the pastoral, horticultural and          
agricultural industries in La Grange.  
Some landholders have taken up the project 
offer for assistance to develop confidential     
individual business vision plans, which identify 
common threads relevant to the regional vision.   
 

This information assists the project to determine 
the vision focus and common vision themes, to 
then prioritise into a draft vision statement and 
share with the region for comment at the       
regional workshop this year.   
The shared vision looks not just at land use but 
also economic vitality, natural and cultural     
resources and quality of life.   
Being involved in the La Grange project and 
specifically in developing the regional vision is a 
tool for residents to gain an understanding of 
what is happening across the region while     
addressing their own future. 
If you haven’t had the opportunity to express 
your views and would like to catch up please 
contact felicity.brown@agric.wa.gov.au  

Kicking back in the heat of the day at Mandora station  
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Matt Howard from Shelamar station picked the 

closest date for the guess the Wet first 10mm of rain.   
The Bidyadanga rain gauge officially recorded 17mm 
on the 21st December.  
Congratulations Matt, we hope you enjoy your 
iWeather station. 

Project Manager’s update 
Happy New Year to everyone! I hope 2015 is a prosperous year for you. 
I am feeling very positive as we prepare for the most exciting and challenging 
phase of our project. 
It reminds me of when I used to work for a building company. Halfway through 
the site is a mess with piles of equipment all over the place. The owner visits  
every day and complains it takes too long and costs too much. Soon though there 
is a concrete foundation, walls are up, bricks are laid, roof tiled and then you are 
onto the interior fit. Suddenly a messy building site becomes somebody’s home. 
A major task that we hope to complete this dry season; the monitoring bore  drill-
ing program will combine with field data and the AEM survey – providing our 
foundation. During this time the aquifer model will be built, ready for the data. Our 
land planners are being trained in clever software (MCAS) that can compile and 
interrogate complex layers of GIS information.  This software will help us to     
visualise land planning scenarios - with your help - and suddenly the ‘house’ 
takes shape. 
Ultimately our goal is to support and position the region to make the most of    
opportunity. Underpinning that is a solid foundation of science to guide            
development and manage our vital natural resources - just like a house. 
I thank you all for your support in 2014 and I look forward to working with you in 
2015.  Regards, Chris 

Sunset over La Grange 

Shelamar station Anna Plains station  

If you live in the La Grange region and 
love to take photos it’s time to update the 
cover photo on our La Grange Facebook 
page.  The photo needs to be landscape 
orientated and with the content more 
right aligned to allow for the profile pic in 
the bottom left hand corner, as well as in 
good focus and high resolution pixel. 
The cover photo can include people,  
animals, landscapes and seascapes. 
We’d love to see your ideas.  Send your     
photos to:felicity.brown@agric.wa.gov.au  

The La Grange     
project Facebook 
page has celebrated 
it’s first year.  Have 
you liked our page?  
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