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• If Dickeya dianthicola is detected in potato samples taken from your
property, you will be issued with a Pest Control Notice under the
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (the BAM Act).
• These Notices outline specific requirements to be carried out by
property owners to minimise the risk of the pest being spread.   
• This includes not being able to move infected plants/tubers from
your property without a written notice from an authorised inspector
under the BAM Act.
• Infected properties were previously issued with Quarantine Notices,
which was used because Dickeya dianthicola was not a declared
pest under the BAM Act. Dickeya dianthicola has since been
declared.
• Penalties apply for non-compliance with any Notices.

How can I get approval to move and sell my
potatoes?
• DPIRD staff will work with growers who have been issued a Notice
to carry out a risk assessment of their operations and help develop a
plan for the movement and sale of ware potatoes. Each property will
be assessed on a case by case basis.
• At present, any known infected crop cannot be moved off your
property, but may be kept for future planting on your property.
• Subject to a risk assessment, uninfected crops may be allowed to be
sold, but only to an approved wash/packing facility and according to
biosecurity protocols for the management of waste material.
• This will allow affected growers to continue to carry out, as much
as possible, their normal business activities while at the same time
minimising any risk of spreading the pest.
For current updates on Dickeya dianthicola in Western Australia, visit
agric.wa.gov.au/ddianthicola
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What happens if samples from my property
test positive?

Dickeya dianthicola in potatoes
Management options
As with all other crops, on-farm biosecurity measures are the most effective way of preventing the
entry and spread of any pests and diseases.
There are also management practices currently being used overseas to manage the pest that may be
of use to growers:
•

Know what to look for.

•

•

Develop and implement biosecurity plans,
detailing strict hygiene measures for plants,
people, equipment and machinery.

Consider copper fungicides, which are          
partially effective against disease and may dry
out existing lesions.

•

Avoid wet conditions during harvest to prevent
soil from sticking to tuber skins.

•

Provide adequate ventilation in storage.

•

Check storages regularly for temperature       
increase and odours.

•

If problems are detected, hot-spot fans can be
used to cool the pile.

•

Restrict movement of people, equipment and
machinery from one part of your property to
another.

•

As much as possible source certified seed.

•

Visually inspect any plants purchased.

•

Spray out potential hosts.

•
Adhere to disposal and destruction guidelines
(once available).
•

Have effective pest management programs.

•

Avoid wounding during seed cutting, planting
and harvest.

•

Rotations using non-host plants.

•

Fungicidal seed treatment of seed during storage may help reduce spread.

•

Washers and processors to develop protocols
for the movement of infected and suspect
wares, waste and water management, and
batch hygiene.

•

More information
•

For other suggested management techniques refer to DAFWA’s
soft rot of potatoes web pages                                      
www.agric.wa.gov.au/soft-rot-potatoes

•

Refer to FAQs which are regularly          
updated, and are available from DPIRD’s
Dickeya dianthicola web pages.

•

For updates on DPIRD’s response program, refer to DPIRD’s Dickeya dianthicola
web pages.                              

•

For more information on farm biosecurity,
visit farmbiosecurity.com.au.

Soil pH management where appropriate.

Reporting options
• Call the Pest and Disease
Information Service on           
1800 084 881 to report
any suspected cases of
Dickeya dianthicola, or
• Email photos with your
name, address and mobile
number to info@agric.
wa.gov.au, or
• Report suspect pests
or diseases via the
MyPestGuide™ Reporter
app from the Google Play
or App Store.
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