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To: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au 
Subject: Submission on Health and Welfare of Dogs WA standard and Guidelines 
Attachments: GSMWorking Dog Animal Welfare Submission.docx 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am emailing a submission on behalf of the Green Shirt Movement. 
 
Regards 
Karyn Buller 



 

Re: Comment on the draft copy “Health and Welfare of Dogs in Western Australia” 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 

 
 Essentially, the Green Shirts Movement WA support the draft document as currently written.  We 
believe you have addressed the basic requirements for giving our working livestock dogs, and dogs in 
general good health and welfare standards. 

 
We do have some concerns, however, in the area of when livestock working dog owners are classed 
as a domestic dog operation. As stated in the document, under Part 3 - Additional requirements for 
domestic dog operations ", a person who owns five or more fertile bitches that are kept for the 
purpose of breeding and selling dogs." As many farms choose to run either bitches or dogs as their 
working team, if they had five or more bitches they would be classed as a domestic dog operation 
under the proposed guidelines. Farmers and some working livestock dog breeders may only breed 
the occasional litter.  Therefore, we believe this is an unnecessary imposition on farming operation 
to have to fulfil the extra requirements needed for a domestic dog operation.  With this in mind, we 
are requesting an exception for livestock working dogs in this area. 

 
Livestock working dogs have been valued as high as $40,000 each for their contribution towards a 
farming enterprise over their working lifetime. Livestock working dogs are of essential value to 
livestock enterprises, the instinct inherent in high quality livestock dogs cannot be overstated. We 
MUST NOT risk losing the benefits of a hundred years plus of selection for good health, 
conformation and working ability by narrowing the gene pool. 

 
When addressing the drafting of the document, please consider that livestock working dogs on farms 
are not being bred for profit, as pets or to look pretty in the show ring. They are an essential and 
irreplaceable tool in the efficiency of running and raising livestock. 

 

 
Yours faithfully  

 
 Green Shirts Movement WA 
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