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From the Chairperson 
It gives me great pleasure to present the 2015/16 Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry 
Funding Scheme Annual Report to the scheme contributors, stakeholders involved in 
the Western Australian grains, seeds and hay sectors and to the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food. 

Over the past 12 months, the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme 
Management Committee have continued to focus on delivering a biosecurity scheme 
that is of value to the industry. The bedstraw eradication program continues to make 
headway, and we expect the properties currently under quarantine to move into the 
final ‘release phase’ of the program from 2017. We also made changes to the 
skeleton weed program to support greater involvement from Local Action Groups, 
which has been well-received. 

The Department of Agriculture and Food’s review of the declaration status of 
skeleton weed has been a priority for the Management Committee during 2015/16. 
Of particular importance were the potential implications of a change in skeleton 
weed’s declaration status on the IFS-funded program. We have had many robust 
discussions, and have been liaising closely with the Department on this — and will 
continue to investigate the issue in 2016/17. 

Our discussions with industry indicate that most Scheme contributors want the 
skeleton weed program to continue as is, but without any increase in the contribution 
rate. The good seasons we have had over the past few years have enabled the 
Scheme to maintain the current contribution rate; however, in an ‘average year’, the 
program costs will far outweigh the grower contributions. Of particular importance to 
us, as a Committee, is that the Scheme provides value for investment by addressing 
priority biosecurity issues that may affect the continued productivity, profitability and 
sustainability of our industry. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the DAFWA staff and Local Action 
Groups for their passion and dedication, which contributes to the success of the IFS-
funded programs; and I am confident that their passion for the biosecurity of the 
industry will be just as strong regardless of the pest or disease that we are facing. 

I am looking forward to engaging the industry during my first year as Chairperson to 
discuss the options for the skeleton weed program, and for a broader discussion on 
the future direction for grain/seed/hay biosecurity in Western Australia. I encourage 
Scheme contributors to have a say in how the Scheme is used to support a viable 
and sustainable industry into the future.  

Yours sincerely 

Ron Creagh 
Chairman 
Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme Management Committee 
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Vision for the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding 
Scheme 
A sustainable process for industry management of incursions in the grains, seeds 
and hay sectors of Western Australia. 

Mission of the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding 
Scheme Management Committee 

• To oversee and provide direction to the Scheme. 
• To work in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Food Western 

Australia, industry and others. 
• To have clear boundaries and responsibilities. 
• To maintain good working relationships. 
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1. Overview of the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding 
Scheme 

In June 2010, the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme (IFS) was 
introduced to address biosecurity threats relevant to the Western Australian grains, 
seeds and hay industries. The Scheme was established under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007 to enable grain, seed and hay producers to 
identify the pest and disease priorities at a whole-of-industry level, and then to raise 
funds for programs that address these priorities. 

Funds are raised through a grower contribution that is collected by ‘registered 
receivers’. These payments are forwarded to the Department of Agriculture and 
Food Western Australia (DAFWA). In accordance with the IFS regulations, DAFWA 
maintain and administer the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Declared Pest Control 
and Compensation Account in consultation with the industry. 

Growers do not have to participate in the Scheme — there is a mechanism that 
allows them to opt out. Opting out does not remove the legal requirement to deal 
with the pests and diseases to which the Scheme relates, but does disqualify the 
grower from any benefits provided by the Scheme such as assistance and 
compensation. By opting out, a grower is opting out of the scheme as a whole — 
there is no provision in the IFS regulations to opt out of individual programs funded 
through the scheme. 

The Grains, Seeds and Hay IFS is overseen by a seven-member Industry 
Management Committee. The Minister for Agriculture and Food appointed the 
Committee members after inviting industry nominations and receiving advice from an 
industry-based Appointments Committee. As required by regulation, the majority of 
the Industry Management Committee are full participants of the Grains, Seeds and 
Hay IFS. 

The Committee is responsible for approving the biosecurity-related programs funded 
through the Scheme, and providing advice to the Minister on the Scheme’s area of 
operation and the contribution rate. 

The State Government, through DAFWA, provide the necessary support to ensure 
proper governance and the effective operation of the Scheme and Committee. This 
includes secretariat, communications, policy and technical support, as well as 
financial management. Furthermore, the normal regulatory inspection and 
compliance activities undertaken by DAFWA closely complement the priorities of the 
Committee.  
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2015/2016 Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme 
During 2015/16: 

• Contributions of 30 cents per tonne applied to the first sale of all grain and seed 
produced within the agricultural areas1 of Western Australia (WA) 

• Contributions of 15 cents per tonne applied to the first sale of all hay produced 
within the agricultural areas1 of WA 

• Contributions totalling $3 897 555 were received 
• Contributions were used to fund programs to control skeleton weed and eradicate 

three-horned bedstraw 
• The cost of the skeleton weed control program was $3 283 234 
• The cost of the three-horned bedstraw eradication program was $308 160, 

excluding compensation payments 
• Committee costs totalled $20 975 
• 17 producers opted out of the Scheme, with a total of $31 004 refunded to these 

producers in the 2016/17 financial year.  

1 The agricultural areas (roughly a line from Northampton to Esperance) are defined as all local 
government districts excluding Broome, Halls Creek, West Kimberley, Wyndham-East Kimberley, 
Ashburton, Carnarvon, Coolgardie, Cue, Dundas, East Pilbara, Exmouth, Laverton, Leonora, 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Meekatharra, Menzies, Mount Magnet, Murchison, Ngaanyatjarraku, Port 
Hedland, Roebourne, Sandstone, Shark Bay, Upper Gascoyne, Wiluna and Yalgoo. 
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2. Industry Management Committee 
Mr Barry Large (Chairperson)* runs an 8500 hectare (ha) family farm in the Miling 
area. The main focus of the farm is a 6000 ha cropping program, which is 
complemented by a Merino flock. As well as sitting on a number of national 
agricultural bodies, Barry is a member of the Biosecurity Council of Western 
Australia, a grower representative on the Biosecurity GrainGuard, a Director of Grain 
Producers Australia and a Director of the Grains Industry Market Access Forum. 

Mr Rob Beard is a grain grower farming in north Meckering and Cunderdin. He is a 
member of the Pastoralists and Graziers Association (PGA) Grains committee and 
Chair of the PGA Mortlock division. Rob is the PGA representative on the 
GrainGuard committee, chairs the Farm Advisory committee for the Cunderdin 
Agricultural College and also represents the Cunderdin Agricultural College on the 
Combined Ag Advisory committee. 

Mr Ron Creagh owns and operates a broad acre cropping and livestock enterprise 
in the Shires of Nungarin and Trayning. He is a founding member of the Ningham 
Focus Group, and a past President of the Nungarin Shire Council. Ron was a 
member of the Agriculture Protection Board, Chairman of the GrainGuard initiative 
and member of the Biosecurity Council of Western Australia. Ron is currently 
appointed to the Grain Industries Association of WA’s Wheat Council. 

Mr Henry Hodgson* farms 13 300 hectares in Kulin, in partnership with his father. 
The focus of the business is mixed cropping and livestock. He is a board director of 
the Kulin Community Bank and an elected committee member of the Lakes Local 
Action Group for skeleton weed, which services the shires of Kulin, Kondinin, Lake 
Grace, Dumbleyung and Wickepin. 

Mr Brad Jones owns and operates an 11 000 ha grain property in the central 
wheatbelt. He is also Director of Cropcair and Bungulla Tech. 

Mr Jim Sullivan has been involved in the agricultural industry for more than 50 
years, and currently runs a successful livestock enterprise in the Varley-Holt Rock 
area of WA. He has been involved in the Eastern Wheatbelt Declared Species group 
for 12 years, including as the Chairperson; and is the current Chairman of the Board 
of Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management Inc. 

Ms Suzanne Woods is partner in a 2000 ha cropping business in the Calingiri 
district, producing hay for domestic and export markets. She has been active in 
numerous local, regional, State and national groups associated with agriculture and 
rural communities. 

*member until 30 June 2016  
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Name Position Expiry of term 

Barry Large Chairperson 30 June 2016 

Ron Creagh Member 30 June 2016 

Suzanne Woods Member 30 June 2016 

Rob Beard Member 30 June 2018 

Henry Hodgson Member 30 June 2018 

Brad Jones Member 30 June 2018 

Jim Sullivan Member 30 June 2018 
 

The terms of three members of the Industry Management Committee expired on 30 
June 2016; and Mr Henry Hodgson resigned from the committee. Nominations were 
sought from the industry and assessed by an Appointments Committee comprised of 
industry representatives. The Appointments Committee made recommendations to 
the Minister for Agriculture and Food on the Committee membership and terms of 
appointment, with the new appointments/reappointments commencing 1 July 2016. 

The current Industry Management Committee members are listed at Appendix 1. 
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3. Committee activities 
Since the introduction of the IFS in 2010, the Industry Management Committee has 
governed the collection, management and use of industry funds to deliver a 
biosecurity funding scheme that benefits the Western Australian grains, seeds and 
hay industries. 

During the 2015/16 year, the Committee held four ordinary meetings and one 
teleconference. The focus of these meetings was to receive briefings and make 
decisions around the collection and remittance of grower contributions, progress of 
the IFS-funded programs and the general governance of the Scheme.  

Scheme governance 
Income vs expenditure: The level of IFS contributions is directly related to the 
harvest, and therefore dependent on seasonal conditions. In an ‘average year’, the 
amount of IFS contributions will not fully cover the costs of the annual IFS programs 
and other expenses. In June 2015, the Committee held a workshop with key DAFWA 
staff to identify how the Skeleton Weed Program may be delivered more cost-
effectively from 2016/17. 

Several options were identified through the workshop, which were further refined 
during 2015/16. However, the planned process of having an industry forum to 
discuss how the program might move forward was postponed. The reason for the 
postponement was the outcome of a technical review of skeleton weed undertaken 
as part of the ‘review of the declaration status of declared pests’ conducted by 
DAFWA. Before the Committee can consult industry on the future Skeleton Weed 
Program, it needed to investigate the reasoning behind the outcome of the technical 
review and the potential impacts of any change in the declaration status of skeleton 
weed on the current IFS-funded program (see below). 

2015/16 approved programs: The Committee approved the 2015/16 IFS-funded 
programs in March 2015, though not unanimously, confirming the continuation of the 
Skeleton Weed Program and Bedstraw Eradication Program. Over the course of the 
2015/16 financial year the Committee actively monitored the progress of the 
programs, including quarterly updates on the work undertaken, issues and 
successes. More detailed information on the programs is provided in Section 5 of 
this report. 

Compensation for foregone production: As part of the Bedstraw Eradication 
Program, approved programs were developed and put into operation on areas 
quarantined due to the presence of three-horned bedstraw. The management 
practices specified in the approved programs can result in reduced production from 
the quarantined areas. As such, affected landholder/s may apply to the Committee 
for compensation. 

During the 2015/16 financial year, two applications for compensation were made to 
the Committee (one related to the 2014 growing season and one to the 2015 
season). The applications were assessed by the Committee and offers of 
compensation made, which were accepted by the landholders. 
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Remittance of IFS contributions: The Committee monitored the remittance of IFS 
contributions to ensure compliance with the regulations and maximise the funds 
available to address biosecurity issues of concern to the industry. Where 
discrepancies occurred during the year, the Committee requested these entities be 
followed-up by DAFWA. 

Economic analysis: Dr David Cook presented an economic analysis for skeleton 
weed. The analysis compared the potential economic impacts of skeleton weed over 
30 years under ‘control’ and ‘nil control’ scenarios. The analysis concluded that a 
coordinated, industry-wide program is saving the industry $5.3 million per year. At 
the current IFS investment of approximately $3.4 million per year, this implies a cost-
benefit ratio of 1.6 to 1. It is important to note that the model ‘does not pretend to be 
perfect and, therefore, “certain” when making predictions about possible future weed 
spread scenarios’. 

Recommendations to the Minister 
2016/17 IFS: In March 2016, the Committee confirmed the skeleton weed and 
bedstraw programs would continue into 2016/17. To fund these programs, 
contribution rates of 30 cents per tonne for grain/seed, and 15 cents per tonne of hay 
were recommended to the Minster for Agriculture and Food — to be applied to the 
first sale of grain, seed and hay produced within the WA agricultural areas.  

The Minister endorsed the contribution rate, area of operation and pests to be 
targeted by the Scheme, as published in the Western Australian Government 
Gazette (24 May 2016). 

Industry communications and consultation 
During 2015/16, the Committee participated in various events and other activities to 
increase grower awareness and understanding of the Scheme, and encourage 
industry feedback on the operation of the Scheme and the functioning of the 
Committee. To do this, the Committee: 

• Participated in and/or presented at various grower/industry group meetings 
• Had information stands at major field days 
• Put out several media releases resulting in articles in the rural press 
• Published articles in regional AgMemo newsletters 
• Attended the 2016 Skeleton Weed Program debrief 
• Maintained and promoted the IFS information available on the DAFWA website. 

Other activities 
Review of the IFS regulations: In accordance with the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007, the regulations governing the Grains, Seeds and Hay IFS 
were reviewed during 2015/16. The focus of the review was on the operation and 
effectiveness of the regulations. The Committee participated in the review by 
providing views on how the regulations are performing and how they could be 
improved. 
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Declaration status of skeleton weed: During the year, DAFWA reviewed the 
declaration status of all weed and vertebrate pests present in WA and ‘declared’ 
under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act) — including 
skeleton weed. 

The review produced a technical assessment of whether skeleton weed met the 
criteria in the BAM Act policy Declaring and Categorising Organisms: Section 22(2) 
Declared Pests, to determine what its declaration status should be. This assessment 
concluded that skeleton weed remain a ‘declared pest’ under section 22 of the Act 
while there is an industry-funded program targeting the weed — specifically, that 
skeleton weed remain a ‘section 22 declared pest’ but not be assigned to a control 
category under the legislation2.  

Consultation during the review process, including consideration of the scope of the 
current skeleton weed program and stakeholder views, resulted in the 
recommendation that skeleton weed be changed to control category 3 
(management) across the state. At present, the weed is assigned control category 2 
(eradication) except for in the shires of Yilgarn and Narembeen where it is assigned 
to control category 3. The key reason for the recommendation that skeleton weed’s 
control category be changed to category 3 is because multiple reviews and 
assessments have concluded that it is not possible to eradicate the weed from 
Western Australia. 

The Committee have spent considerable time working in this area, with two key 
issues arising: 

• What will be the implications for the current IFS-funded skeleton weed 
program if skeleton weed’s declaration is changed? 

• Given the findings from the technical review, is the current level of industry 
investment in skeleton weed justified? Is skeleton weed a priority for industry 
investment? 

These questions will continue to be investigated into 2016/17. 

Skeleton weed control on organic properties: The Committee worked closely with 
DAFWA to develop a position statement for skeleton weed control on organic 
properties. The purpose of the position statement is to document the Committee/ 
DAFWA position on the best practice management and approach to controlling 
skeleton weed on organic properties. Several organic certifying bodies indicated their 
support. 

  

  

2 This is in accordance with DAFWA policy/process for determining declaration status, whereby species being 
addressed by Industry Funding Scheme Management Committees and/or Recognised Biosecurity Groups 
that may not fully meet the criteria for a ‘declared pest’ can remain as a declared pest under the legislation. 
This is to allow these groups to direct funding toward control of these species. 
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4. Effectiveness of the scheme 
A total of $3 897 555 in contributions to the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding 
Scheme were received during 2015/16. 

The number of growers opting out of the Scheme grew slightly, with 17 producers 
opting out in 2015/16 (Fig. 1). Nevertheless, more than 99% of Western Australian 
grain/seed/hay producers participate in the Scheme. 

Of the 17 producers that opted out in 2015/16, 10 applied for a refund of their 
contributions. These refunds amounted to $31 004. 

The amount of IFS contributions collected during 2015/16 is approximately 10% less 
than expected, based on the reported 2015/16 harvest of 14.82 million tonne of 
winter crop (GIWA, February 2016). The amount of IFS contributions collected on 
the sale of grain/seed equated to 12.96 million tonne. It was noted that grain sales 
for the 2015 harvest may continue to occur into 2016/17.  

The contributions collected on the sale of hay during 2015/16 equated to 198 960 
tonne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Number of producers opting out of Industry Funding Schemes since 2010 

Note: numbers are not mutually exclusive – some producers opt out of more than one 
Scheme.  
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2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16
Cattle 29 12 2 1 1 2
Grains, Seeds & Hay 45 17 11 12 11 17
Sheep & Goats 46 17 7 6 5 10
Total no. producers opting out 61 24 13 14 14 20
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5. 2015/16 Biosecurity programs 
Skeleton weed program 
Skeleton weed (Chondrilla juncea L) is a pest of pastures, crops and native bush. It 
can reduce yields by successfully competing for moisture, nutrients and light. The 
Skeleton Weed Program is a coordinated program aimed at controlling the spread of 
the weed. Light infestations of the weed are not considered to be difficult to control3; 
however, the program provides valued support to owners/managers of infested 
properties to eradicate or control the weed. It is argued that owners/ managers of 
non-infested properties also benefit, as the program is slowing the spread of the 
weed across the state. 

In 2015/16, the Skeleton Weed Program facilitated ground surveillance covering 
424 920 hectares (ha). At the end of 2015/16, 986 properties were known to be 
infested with skeleton weed in the Western Australian agricultural area, with the 
infested areas totalling 1944 ha (Fig. 2). Seventy newly infested properties were 
reported, and the weed was eradicated from 58 properties. 

Many Local Action Groups are now coordinating some of the operational activities. In 
the past, such activities were undertaken by DAFWA staff. The greater involvement 
of the groups has resulted in community-focused skeleton weed activities and 
allowed DAFWA staff to focus on program coordination (including continuous 
improvement) and compliance. 

 

Figure 2. Location of all skeleton weed infested sites in the agricultural regions  

3 McElwee, H., Eckersley, P., Peirce, J. & Coyle, P. 2000. The economics of the Skeleton Weed Eradication 
Program in Western Australia: A benefit cost analysis. Bunbury, Agriculture Western Australia. 

  Skeleton Weed Eradication Review Panel. 2008. Skeleton Weed Review. Perth, Agriculture Protection Board. 
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Most of the program budget was used to provide support to landholders in the form 
of search assistance ($1 070 000) and funding for Local Action Groups ($650 000). 
Program coordination, audit and compliance was another large expense ($560 000). 
The Committee agreed for an increase in the level of audit and compliance activities, 
so as to help ensure value for money to the Scheme participants and improve 
accountability for the use of industry funds — as well as to better minimise the 
spread of the weed. The total cost of the 2015/16 program was $3 283 234 (note: 
Table 1 uses rounded figures). 

Table 1. Costs of the 2015/16 skeleton weed program 

Expenses $ 
Program coordination, audit and compliance 560 000 

Education and awareness 40 000 

Targeted surveillance 230 000 

Response to new finds 150 000 

Field research 35 000 

DAFWA support 335 000 

Winter spraying contracts 20 000 

Local action group support 650 000 

Landholder search assistance 1 070 000 

Support activities for infested properties 110 000 

Winter spraying – chemical supply 80 000 

Total expenses 3 280 000 
 

 

Image: Skeleton weed plant 
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Skeleton weed surveillance technologies 
The IFS provided funding to the University of WA to model skeleton weed dispersal, 
and the results were presented to the Committee in March 2016. With a better 
prediction of seed dispersal and spread, surveillance activities may be better 
targeted. This has the potential to save resources and improve biosecurity 
outcomes. 

The IFS also continued investigations into unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for 
skeleton weed surveillance. There are two basic scenarios being explored: the ability 
of UAVs (and the associated recognition software) to i) detect patches of skeleton 
weed; and ii) detect individual skeleton weed plants — and the costs per hectare. 

Depending on a successful outcome from the UAV trials, the Committee anticipate 
UAV surveillance that is targeted using the data provided via the skeleton weed 
spread modelling to greatly increase surveillance efficiencies and reduce costs. 

 

 

 

Image: Skeleton weed sign – used to raise awareness and encourage reporting  
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Bedstraw eradication program 
Three-horned bedstraw (Galium tricornutum) is a competitive climbing plant that can 
cause considerable yield loss in crops, and its seeds are contaminants of fodder and 
grain. Bedstraw is targeted for eradication in Western Australia — that is, any 
bedstraw plants found in the State must be destroyed. 

Through the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme, bedstraw eradication 
activities were delivered on two properties under quarantine for bedstraw 
infestations. In conjunction with the landholders, the program developed and 
implemented management plans that were tailored to each property. These plans, or 
‘approved programs’, specified the management practices to occur on the 
quarantined areas, and were specifically designed to eradicate the weed. 

Over the course of the year, herbicide treatments were applied to the quarantined 
areas. The only bedstraw detections were in bush areas of one of the quarantined 
properties. The other quarantined property has had no detections since 2014. The 
program has been successful at reducing the soil-borne seed bank at both 
properties. 

The total cost of the 2015/16 program was $308 160, excluding compensation 
payments (Table 2). 

 

Image: Bedstraw plants 

 

Table 2. Costs of the 2015/16 bedstraw eradication program (excluding 
compensation) 

Expenses $ 
Employee benefits and expenses 116 295 

Services and contracts 89 456 

Travel and internal charges 63 280 

Consumables 38 209 

Other 920 

Total expenses 308 160 
 

17 



 
Image: Surveillance team searching for bedstraw in bush areas of quarantined 
paddock 

 

 

Bedstraw surveillance technologies 

The IFS provided funding of up to $60 000 for Cooperative Bulk Handling (CBH) to 
further trial grain harvest screening for bedstraw seeds using EyeFoss screening 
technology. The EyeFoss technology, which uses image analysis software, has been 
used by CBH for commercial grading of grain but bedstraw was previously not 
included in the weed seeds that were being assessed. More than 4500 wheat and 
barley samples from the 2015 harvest were taken from 141 sites and screened using 
the Eyefoss equipment and via visual inspection. No bedstraw was detected. 
Considerable effort was made to increase the sensitivity of the Eyefoss machine by 
calibrating/ recalibrating the image analysis software. As the current bedstraw 
approved programs move into the ‘release phase’, surveillance will become the main 
focus of the operational program.  
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6. 2015/16 Financial details 
The IFS finances are administrated by the Director General of DAFWA through an 
agency special purpose account called the Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Declared 
Pest Control and Compensation Account (the IFS Account). DAFWA manage these 
funds on behalf of the Committee, and prepares financial reports including the end of 
financial year statements. 

• The balance of the IFS Account was $7 789 782 at the 30 June 2016. 
• The total cost of the 2015/16 Skeleton Weed Program was $3 283 234 and the 

Bedstraw Eradication Program totalled $308 1604. 
• Two compensation payments associated with the bedstraw program were paid. 

These totalled $96 476; however, one of the payments was for the 2014 season. 
• Industry contributions to the IFS totalling $3 897 555 were received by DAFWA in 

2015/16; however, $20 801 of this was reimbursed to growers that had opted out 
of the Scheme in the previous financial year. 

• Interest applied to the funds during 2015/16 amounted to $167 476. 
• The activities of the Committee resulted in expenditure of $20 975. 

Table 3 contains the financial details for 2015/16 for the Grains, Seeds and Hay IFS. 

 

Image: Hay bales  

4 Some of the total costs of the 2015/16 programs were deducted from the Account during the 2016/17 financial 
year. 
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Table 3. Grains, Seeds and Hay IFS finances for the 2015/16 financial year 

Expenses $ 

Programs:  

Skeleton weed 3 283 234 

Bedstraw 308 160 

Other expenses:  

Board member fees and travel 17 476 

Meeting expenses 2 065 

Communication and advertising 1 434 

Compensation (2014 and 2015 season) 96 476 

Opt out refunds (2014/15) 20 801 

Total expenses 3 729 646 
 
 
 

Income  

Contributions 3 897 555 

Interest revenue 167 476 

Total income 4 065 031 
 
 
 

NET COST OF SERVICE -335 385 
 
 
 
 
 

Balance sheet  

EQUITY at 30 June 2016 7 789 782 
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7. Direction for 2016/17 
The Industry Management Committee will undertake a review of its Strategic Plan 
and governance procedures in early 2016/17. As a Ministerially-appointed 
committee, the Committee is conscious of the imperative for good governance 
systems and practices. 

The Committee will also review its compensation process. In accordance with the 
IFS regulations, the Committee can specify the amount of payment or the basis upon 
which the amount is to be determined. Furthermore, the regulations allow for the 
Committee to determine the form, procedures and any time limits relating to the 
compensation application process. 

In partnership with DAFWA, the Committee will continue to manage and monitor the 
programs it has in place to control skeleton weed and eradicate three-horned 
bedstraw. 

The Committee will continue to investigate the implications of potential changes to 
the declaration status of skeleton weed on the current industry-funded skeleton weed 
program, including an in-depth study of all the options for the program. Industry will 
be consulted on this issue during 2016/17. 

With the review of the operation and effectiveness of the Grains, Seeds and Hay IFS 
regulations completed, the Committee will consider the review recommendations, 
and make changes to current operations — as appropriate. The Committee also 
anticipates close involvement in the process for regulatory change that may arise 
from the review. 

The Grains, Seeds and Hay Industry Funding Scheme is an industry-controlled 
scheme. Consequently, the Committee always welcomes industry feedback and 
input to the Scheme, its programs and grain/seed/hay issues in general. The 
Committee can be contacted at any time through the Executive Officer. The 
Committee is particularly keen to hear the industry’s views on the risks and 
opportunities within the biosecurity arena, and members are available to participate 
in industry forums, meetings and field days to discuss the Scheme and answer any 
questions from industry. 
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Appendix 1. Membership of the Grains, Seeds and Hay 
Industry Funding Scheme Management Committee from 
1 July 2016 
 

Name Position Expiry of term 

Ron Creagh Chairperson 30 June 2019 

Jim Sullivan Deputy Chairperson 30 June 2018 

Rob Beard Member 30 June 2018 

Brad Jones Member 30 June 2018 

Rohan Day Member 30 June 2019 

Andrew Mutter Member 30 June 2019 

Suzanne Woods Member 30 June 2019 
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