
The pest and its impacts

The glassy-winged sharpshooter (GWSS) is a sap-sucking insect 
carrying diseases such as Xylella fastidiosa pathogen (Pierce’s 
disease) that cause significant damage to a wide host range of more 
than 200 species.
GWSS is not present in Australia but if the insect became established, infestations 
could impact home and commercial growers of fruit and nut trees, ornamental trees, 
vegetables, shrubs, and some field crops.
GWSS is endemic to northern and central America. It could arrive in Australia and spread 
as a hitchhiker on plant material and transported machinery infested with eggs, nymphs 
or adults.
Extremely large populations of GWSS have been known to reduce fruit quality and yield.

Priority pest:  
Glassy-winged 
sharpshooter (GWSS)

Glassy-winged sharpshooter
(Homalodisca vitripennis)
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How you can help: look, act, report
Check regularly for ‘white-washing’, signs of GWSS feeding damage and presence of 
egg masses on leaves. If you see signs of GWSS, report it immediately to provide the 
best chance of eradicating or containing this damaging pest. 

Every report you send plays a part in protecting WA’s agricultural industries, natural 
environment and lifestyle.

What to look for
GWSS is an exotic pest theatening more than 200 plant species. Look out for: 

• Adult GWSS are 12-14 mm long, dark brown 
to black, with cream to pale yellow dots on 
their head and back. Their wings are ‘glassy’ 
(clear) with distinct reddish veins.

• Because GWSS are large and often sit on leaf 
and stem surfaces, they are easy to spot.

• GWSS lay clutches of eggs on the underside 
of leaves. Once hatched, these leave 
distinctive brown scars.

• Adults and nymph GWSS excrete large 
amounts of liquid while feeding, resulting in 
the fruit and foliage having a white-washed 
appearance.

Report your observations
MyPestGuide® Reporter
via app or online
mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au
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