
Issue number: 3 

December, 2014 

Gascoyne Food Bowl Initiative 
Growing the Carnarvon Horticultural Precinct  

Newsletter of the Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia (DAFWA) 

                          

Welcome to the third and final edition for 2014 of the Gascoyne Food Bowl Initiative (GFB) 

newsletter. Highlights of this edition include: 

 An update on the drilling program 

 power switched on in the existing borefield 

 information on the land expansion process 

 market analysis update. 

Email:   kirrily.palmer@agric.wa.gov.au



Borefield Progress 

Drilling 

 

Gamma Logging of a Production Bore 

One third of the drilling exploration program is complete and early results indicate that the amount 

and quality of the water is suitable for agricultural production. Drilling to date had focussed on a 

12km section north of the Gascoyne River upstream of Carnarvon. 

 

 
Northern Borefield 

S91 area 
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The sites were selected using data collected from an airborne electromagnetic survey conducted 

in 2013. The data was then analysed to identify the potential location, quantity and quality of 

aquifer water. 

The results show that of the 54 exploration bores completed to date, about half met the criteria for 

consideration as future pumping wells, with sufficient thickness of sand, potential yield and quality. 

Of those, eight have been drilled as production bores and testing is now underway. 

The next stage of drilling will commence in the New Year, focussing on exploration holes towards 

Rocky Pool, and the completion of other production bores assessed to date in the western and 

central zones. 

Once the exploration program is complete around April 2015, DAFWA and principal contractor, 

Global Groundwater, will review and prioritise the list of potential sites for production bores to be 

included as part of the GFB project. 

The final list of production bores to be drilled will take into consideration the availability of key 

infrastructure, like power and pipelines, access to sustainable recharge and demand for water. 

Electrification 

The switching on of electricity in the existing borefield on 17 December 2014 marked a significant 
achievement in the GFB Initiative. The replacement of costly diesel power generation with 
electricity-powered water pumps is a major commitment of the $25 million GFB Initiative. 

Horizon Power was engaged by DAFWA in mid-October to build 12.5km of 22 000V High Voltage 
line to power the existing northern borefield. Six local linesmen, under crew leader David 
Fernihough (“Chopper”), built the entire line, demonstrating the capability of Carnarvon locals to 
contribute to a project that will benefit the local community.  

The new line travels to the 12km mark of the northern borefield, with several spur lines to 
production bores further away from the main corridor.  

The line consists of 120 cyclone-rated poles, some 360 insulators, about 40km of cabling and 12 
transformers.  

This will significantly reduce pumping costs and create a more reliable power system for all 
growers and the community as a whole. This has been completed in the expected time frame and 
on budget. 

        

Local sites in Carnarvon 
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Land Expansion 

The previous newsletter outlined the process and key milestones required to undertake land 

tenure change in order to see 400 hectares of additional land and infrastructure for horticulture 

development released to the market for the GFB initiative.   

The land expansion component of the GFB initiative will involve changing land primarily from 

Unallocated or Vacant Crown Land and Pastoral lease tenure into a Section 79 lease (a General 

Lease granted for a purpose and subject to conditions), then ultimately to freehold, which 

importantly requires Native Title negotiations to occur first.  Further technical and land use 

planning studies also need to occur to include the new areas into the Shire of Carnarvon’s ‘Town 

Planning Scheme 10’.  The attached plan shows some of the land use, environmental and tenure 

issues in the GFB area being investigated.  

DAFWA is still waiting on the necessary plans to be finalised before the Department of Lands can 
seek approval from the Minister for Lands to proceed with tenure change and Native Title 
negotiations 

Once this occurs, it would be anticipated that information on the land release areas will be made 

public in early 2015. 

DAFWA continues to liaise with the Shire of Carnarvon and has prepared a request for service for 

consultants to undertake town planning consultancy work to prepare a ‘Structure Plan’ for the new 

areas.  This would also be anticipated to be advertised in early 2015 and run as a parallel process 

to the tenure change.    

Market Analysis 

A new member from DAFWA, Amanda Niklaus, has joined the GFB initiative team.  Amanda is an 

economist with a high degree of specialisation in modelling. Amanda will be undertaking economic 

and marketing analysis for the GFB initiative. We welcome her to our team. 
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Next Steps 

 

The next steps you can look forward to seeing are: 

o Completion of electrification of the remaining northern borefield (12-24km), expected to 
commence May 2015. 

o The next stage of drilling underway in 2015, focussing on exploration holes out towards 
Rocky Pool, and the completion of other production bores assessed to date in the 
western and central zones. 

o In-fill exploration drilling carried out to identify other production targets in the western and 
central areas of the target zone. 

o The change in Land Tenure process progressing through the Department of Lands.  

Important disclaimer 

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western Australia 

accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this 

information or any part of it. 
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