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Draft Standards and Guidelines 
 
Most of the information the Department is gathering still does not address the 
selling of pets in pet shops, nor does it address the issue of 'puppy farming'. 
The Department would be better advised to follow the standard of the 
Australian National Kennel Club (ANKC) than dog organisations which make 
a profit of on-selling or rehoming dogs (which are mainly mixed breed of 
dubious parentage), ie the RSPCA, PETA or other 'kill' organisations. The 
ANKC has member bodies in each State with regulations in place for 
ownership of pure-bred dogs and performance dogs; this could be expanded 
to include pet ownership.  
 
Furthermore, how will the laws be managed and controlled. Courts would be 
inundated with petty nuisance dog disputes. Council Rangers already have 
difficulty controlling unsupervised dogs; will the government be providing 
Councils with a larger budget to ensure these laws are effective? 
Some of the changes suggested are ridiculous and totally unmanageable. 
Pet ownership has been medically proven to assist people with their health 
and loneliness; however, some of the proposed changes indicate that various 
organisations are against all pet ownership. 
 
Common sense should prevail when changing the law rather than 
Governments following the minority who yell the loudest or companies that 
depend on re-homing dogs to survive. 
 
Part	2	General	Care	of	Dogs	1.	Identification	of	dogs		
S1.3	Ear	Tattoo	An	Ear	tattoo	has	been	an	accepted	method	of	positively	identifying	
a	dog	for	decades.	 
This	is	still	done	by	some	breeders	and	breed	clubs	as	microchips	are	not	infallible	
and	both	fail	and	move	and	are	not	always	detected.	Ear	tattoos	have	resulted	in	
dogs	with	failed	microchips	being	reunited	with	their	owners.	 
This	ear	tattoo	is	done	at	5-7	weeks	age	and	is	not	done	under	a	general	anaesthetic.	
Breed	Clubs	have	been	tattooing	since	the	1980’s.	There	are	documented	
procedures	for	the	procedure.	
I	believe	ear	tattooing	should	be	regulated	by	the	Australian	National	Kennel	Club	
and	only	allowed	by	breeders	registered	with	the	ANKC.	
	
Council's	are	still	unable	to	enforce	registration	of	ownership	and	Rangers	are	not	
qualified	to	even	identify	various	breeds	of	dogs.	Nor	is	microchipping	enforceable	
with	backyard	breeders	ignoring	regulations.	
	
Think	before	bringing	in	too	many	changes	which	cannot	be	controlled	or	will	be	too	
costly. 
	
12.	Restraint	 
G12.7	Choke	chains	can	cause	discomfort	or	pain	if	fitted	incorrectly	and	should	only	
be	used	on	dogs	under	the	guidance	of	a	veterinarian	or	experienced	dog	trainer,	
and	when	other	training	techniques	and	other	types	of	collars	or	harnesses	have	not	
been	effective	at	achieving	the	desired	behavioural	change.	 
This	could	be	read	to	imply	that	check	chains	are	only	used	to	modify	behaviour,	this	
is	not	their	only	function.	Choke	chains	are	a	training	aid.	
Chock	chains	have	been	proved	to	restrain	unsociable	or	strong	dogs.	
Owners	should	have	lessons	through	qualified	trainers.	The	police	and	SES	use	these	
chains	effectively.			



	
13.	Electronic	collars	 
G13.1	 
Anti	bark	collars	are	often	used	when	dogs	are	left	outside	while	the	owners	are	at	
work	to	stop	complaints.	Dogs	become	fully	aware	quickly	that	they	are	wearing	a	
different	style	of	collar	and	in	a	short	time	a	battery	is	not	needed	to	still	have	an	
effect.	
Without	this	training	aid	Councils	will	have	more	disputes	to	deal	with.	
	
TRAINING	AIDS	
Electronic	collars	and	prong	collars	and	markers	are	training	aids	for	dogs	and	can	
be	used	successfully	without	putting	undue	stress	or	pain	on	dogs.	Without	these	
aids,	many	dogs	would	and	DO	fail	to	develop	reliable	behaviours,	get	access	to	
freedom	to	off	leash	dog	areas	like	beaches	and	parks.	Some	dogs,	like	children,	
need	extra	help	and	long-term	drug	use	is	not	the	solution.	As	in	any	situation,	there	
can	be	misuse	of	equipment,	but	a	total	ban	is	not	the	solution.	With	proper	
training/education	such	equipment	can	achieve	behaviour	modification.	Banning	
prong	or	e-collars	is	like	banning	medication	that	saves	lives	because	it	could	have	
minor	side	effects	if	used	improperly.	Would	the	government	ban	all	ADHD	
medication!	
	
If	the	government	is	serious	then	all	dog	owners	should	be	made	to	enroll	their	dogs	
in	a	form	of	dog	training	(children	must	have	schooling	to	learn	and	dogs	respond	
accordingly).	It	would	not	be	any	more	difficult	to	police	this	than	most	of	the	other	
policies	planned.	
Councils	could	charge	a	significantly	higher	rate	but	when	an	owner	produces	a	
certificate	from	a	reputable	trainer	then	they	could	receive	a	discount	from	their	
council	dog	registration	fee.	
	
Food	training	works	in	a	high	percentage	of	cases,	but	the	process	with	some	dogs	
would	take	too	long	or	the	dog	fails	to	response	when	the	food	is	removed	from	
training.	
	
If	these	training	aids	(used	properly)	are	to	be	banned	there	will	be	more	dog	deaths,	
more	dog	fights,	more	dog	bite	issues	and	more	dogs	being	abandoned	or	
euthanised.	
	
Crates/enclosure	
Crates	(whether	metal	or	canvas)	are	a	safe	place	for	dogs	and	most	dogs	consider	
them	to	be	their	haven.	Dogs	who	have	been	crate	trained	have	less	stress	when	
contained	in	a	Vet	practice.	Dogs	are	able	to	travel	safer	and	can	go	anywhere	if	their	
home	can	go	with	them.	Dogs	which	can	escape	to	their	crate	when	young	children	
become	a	nuisance	are	less	likely	to	bite.	
	
Boundary	electric	fencing	
Again,	this	is	a	training	aid.	In	rural	areas	it	can	be	life-saving	to	contain	dogs	in	a	
specific	area	and	stop	wild-life	from	entering.	


	Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation.pdf (p.1)
	DogStandards etc.pdf (p.2-3)

