
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
CF-LRP Funding and Eligibility 
Are existing projects eligible for the CF-LRP? 
No.  The Program is designed to increase the uptake of carbon farming activities, so projects must meet the 
requirements of newness and additionality.  

Is a carbon emissions avoidance project eligible for the CF-LRP? 
No.  Eligible projects need to implement land management activities that sequester (store) carbon.  ACCU 
Plus projects must also use eligible Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) soil and vegetation methods as 
defined in the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (Cth). 

Does the project have to be registered with the Clean Energy Regulator (CER) before applying? 
No.  ACCU Plus projects will not require registration before applying, but funding will be conditional upon 
successful registration within four months of the Funding Agreement being signed.   

Before applying you should ensure that your project will be able to meet CER eligibility requirements.  
Future Carbon projects do not require CER registration.  

What tools are available to assess my project's Co-benefits and sequestration potential?  
Applicants should use the CF-LRP Co-benefits Information Portal, an interactive mapping tool, in 
conjunction with other information sources and on-ground evidence to validate your project’s potential. Visit 
the CF-LRP Resources for Applicants page for additional tools and information including carbon calculators.  

Is my soil carbon project eligible for ACCU Plus A or ACCU Plus B? 
ACCU Plus B funding is reserved for projects located where the annual average rainfall is below 350 
millimetres.  Projects in eligible areas with higher rainfall are classified as ACCU Plus A.  This will be 
calculated automatically in your application. 

Western Australian Carbon Farming and 
Land Restoration Program 

FAQs - Frequently Asked Questions 

https://wafisheries.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d10cf2eab6544af2b13a36b5524011d8
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/CF-LRP/Resources
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/ACCU%20Plus%20B%20-%20Eligible%20Areas.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/ACCU%20Plus%20B%20-%20Eligible%20Areas.pdf
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/sites/gateway/files/CF-LRP%20Eligible%20Areas.pdf


 

Is there a minimum project size? 
No.  Applicants should choose an area based on economic viability and Co-benefit impact.  The 
focus is on projects that take up sustainable, climate-resilient agricultural activities that sequester 
carbon.  

When can I start my project? 
The CF-LRP Funding Agreement must be signed before commencing any project activities.  

For ACCU Plus projects, it is a CER requirement that project activities (e.g. purchasing seedlings or 
preparing the soil) have not commenced before, or during the CER registration process. 

Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) 
Do all ACCUs generated by my ERF project have to be repaid to the RBDC?  
No.  Applicants will propose the number of ACCUs offered to the Rural Business Development 
Corporation (RBDC). You may choose to offer all, or just a portion of the ACCUs generated by your 
project. Any remaining ACCUs can be retained by you as an asset or traded for additional income. 

What happens if my project does not generate enough ACCUs or the agreed Co-benefits? 
Applicants should consider the risk of non-delivery when deciding how many ACCUs to offer the 
RBDC. You may wish to keep a 'buffer' – a percentage of ACCUs held back to help manage risk.  

Likewise, the Co-benefits that a project proposes to deliver should be realistic and take into account 
the timeframe needed to achieve measurable milestones.  

Under Future Carbon, can I sell my non-ACCU carbon credits to the voluntary market?  
Yes. Applicants can access the voluntary market (e.g. Verified Carbon Standard, Gold Standard), 
subject to the requirements of the scheme being met.  

Co-benefits 
Who is responsible for verifying the Co-benefits?  
The proposed measurement, monitoring and reporting of Co-benefits will be considered during the 
assessment and selection process. Delivery of Co-benefits should be reported annually and at 
agreed milestones. Independent verification is recommended, but not requirement of the CF-LRP.  

Future Carbon 
I want to “prove up” a new carbon sequestration method. What can I apply for? 
If your project seeks to develop/amend a new or existing ERF method, choose the Future Carbon 
stream.  You will need to demonstrate relevance to WA conditions, be able to meet CER 
requirements and demonstrate high quality data collection. 

Future Carbon also provides grants to pilots and trials of innovative carbon sequestration activities 
that support the adoption of sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture practices. Activities need to 
be widely applicable, not expensive to implement or maintain, and have a reasonable permanence 
period.  

Who is responsible for collecting data? 
To ensure that project data is robust and usable, field-based sampling for soil projects must be 
carried out by a technician qualified in sampling design, undertaking field-based sample collection, 
and preparing soil samples for submission to laboratories.  

Data collection required for vegetation projects (e.g. carbon sequestered, production value, 
ecological assessments) must be carried out by a qualified person to allow valid results. 



 

General 
Will a carbon farming project affect my agricultural productivity? 
Carbon farming projects and agriculture are complementary land management activities. Many 
carbon farming activities are designed specifically for farmers; increasing soil carbon levels, 
providing shelter for stock, and reducing erosion and water logging.  

Three of the CF-LRP Co-benefits (soil health, salinity mitigation and agricultural productivity) directly 
help improve production. 

Does a carbon service provider need to be engaged? 
Engaging a carbon service provider is optional. You may manage the project yourself or engage a 
service provider to undertake all or some of the project activities. Payments to service providers 
need to be considered from a cost/benefit perspective and as a risk management strategy.  

All carbon service providers participating in CF-CLRP projects in any capacity (i.e. project applicant, 
developer or advisor) must be a signatory to the Australian Carbon Industry Code of Conduct.  

Independent advice should always be obtained before entering any agreement. 

Can ACCUs used to offset the farm’s emissions also be sold? 
The CER does not permit ‘double counting’ of ACCUs.  An ACCU can only be cancelled (or used) 
once.  If you sell an ACCU to another party (e.g. for income or as payment to a carbon service 
provider), you cannot use the same ACCU to offset your emissions.   

It is your choice whether to keep or sell all of your ACCUs, or to “mix and match” your ACCU 
balance.  

What are the tax implications of earning income from ACCUs or grants? 
It is recommended that landholders contemplating a carbon farming project or receiving funding 
from the CF-LRP seek independent financial advice on the tax implications.  

Can the property be sold if there is a carbon project on the land? 
Yes, but there are implications when selling a property with a carbon project. Until the permanence 
period (25 or 100 years) has ended, selling the land may require transferring the sequestration 
project and associated responsibilities to the new landowner. 

Sellers must ensure that agents or prospective buyers are aware of the permanence obligation, and 
the buyer of the land must inform themselves about the project. Discuss the implications and your 
circumstances with your financial advisor. 

What happens if a fire or other disturbance causes a loss of the stored carbon?  
Applicants are responsible for managing permanence requirements with the CER and taking 
reasonable steps to protect the carbon by maintaining firebreaks and working with your local fire 
agency to mitigate risks. 

If your ACCU Plus project has been affected by fire, including burns of more than 50 hectares or 5% 
of your total project area - whichever is smaller, you will need to notify the CER in writing within 60 
days. 

 

 

 

 
Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia accept no 
liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

Copyright © Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2022. 
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