
More resources thrown at European wasp detections across the Perth Metro 
as Perth hills detections cause concern.  
 
There’s growing concern as new detections of the highly invasive and 
environmentally destructive European wasp (Vespula germanica) are made across 
the Perth Hills and foothills.  
 
The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) has 
injected additional staff and resources into the fight against European wasps in WA. 
As of 22 May, 155 nests across 12 Local Government Areas have been found and 
destroyed – the highest number of nests found in a single season in the 42 years 
spent fighting to prevent this wasp gaining a permanent foothold in WA.  
 
The challenging terrain, sparse access roads and the thick bush of the Darling 
scarp’s bushland and nature reserves is hampering efforts to track and locate nests. 
Adding to this is the time pressure on surveillance activities, as wasps will lose 
interest in the coming weeks in the protein lures used to detect and track wasps. 
Once their food drive switches away from protein, these wasps, and their hidden, 
mostly underground nests, will become near impossible to locate.  
 
DPIRD urges those local governments not actively participating in surveillance or 
communication activities to come to the table. Eradication is not feasible without 
strong collaboration and efforts to match those of any neighbouring local 
governments that already participating.  
 
Without local government support, there would be a real safety risk to ratepayers, 
and a dramatic impact on their outdoor lifestyle, as this pest is aggressive and 
scavenges for human food.  
 
Undetected nests would release many reproductive queens in spring, resulting in an 
exponential growth of nests. If the majority of nests are not found before end of June, 
particularly in bushland areas, it may be beyond our capacity next Spring to locate 
and destroy nests, which could lead to permanent establishment in WA. 
 
The department is focussing most of its efforts on the bushland areas located within 
the local government areas (LGA) of Mundaring, Kalamunda, Swan, Gosnells and 
Canning. Although, nests have been found in 49 suburbs across Perth, meaning that 
all LGAs need to play a part.  
 
For more information on the program, please see www.agric.wa.gov.au/wasps or 
contact Catherine Webb, European Wasp Activity Leader on (08) 9368 3080 or 
Catherine.webb@dpird.wa.gov.au  
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