
 

 

Emissions Reduction Fund Methods for 
Bioenergy and Biomass 
 
 
 

The Clean Energy Regulator has developed a number of methodologies under the Emissions 
Reduction Fund (ERF) which involve bioenergy. The main project categories are landfill and 
alternative waste treatment; agricultural, and transport methods. A single method exists under the 
ERF vegetation methods for producing biomass for harvest. 

 

Landfill and Alternative Waste Treatment methods 
Alternative waste treatment method 
The alternative waste treatment method provides an incentive to develop new or expand existing 
alternative waste treatment facilities such as enclosed composting, anaerobic digester and/or 
engineered fuel manufacture technology to increase the capacity of the waste resource. 

Projects using the method involve a range of activities that process mixed solid waste intended 
for landfill into products (such as compost, fuel or biogas) and increase recovery of resources 
including plastics, glass and metals 

Landfill gas method 
The landfill gas method provides an incentive to install a new landfill gas collection system or 
upgrade an existing system to collect and combust landfill gas. The method allows for new, 
recommencing, upgrade, transitioning and restarting flaring projects. 

Landfill gas (generation) method 
The landfill gas (generation) method provides an incentive to install a new landfill gas collection 
system or upgrade an existing system with the intention to generate electricity from combusting 
landfill gas, either exclusively or in conjunction with flaring. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/landfill-and-alternative-waste-treatment-methods/Alternative-Waste-Treatment
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/landfill-and-alternative-waste-treatment-methods/Capture-and-combustion-of-landfill-gas
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/landfill-and-alternative-waste-treatment-methods/landfill-gas-(generation)


  

Domestic, commercial and industrial wastewater method 
The domestic, commercial and industrial method is designed for projects that avoid emissions by 
capturing and combusting the methane generated by wastewater treatment. 

The method credits destruction of methane generated from domestic, commercial or industrial 
wastewater. Industrial wastewater does not include wastewater generated during primary 
production (for example dairy manure), but instead covers wastewater generated during the 
processing of primary products (for example, processing milk). 

Source separated organic waste method 
The source separated organic waste method relates to separating organic materials from other 
waste to divert the organics from landfill.  Separating and treating the organics reduces the 
volume of waste in the landfill and subsequent emissions. The organic waste material is treated 
to produce a low emissions product such as compost. 

Transport methods 
Aviation method  
The aviation method sets out the rules for projects that can reduce emissions by changing energy 
sources for aircraft used on domestic routes. The method allows for aircraft to fuel switch by 
increasing the airlines consumption of biofuel e.g. sustainable aviation fuel. 

Land and sea transport method 
The land and sea transport method sets out the rules for projects that can reduce emissions by 
changing energy sources for vehicles and vessels used domestically. The method allows for 
vehicle or vessel fleets to switch their use of fossil fuel to a biofuel e.g. renewable diesel. 

Agricultural methods 
Animal effluent management method 
The animal effluent management method provides an incentive for piggeries and dairies to 
develop new facilities for the treatment of animal effluent by emissions destruction, emissions 
avoidance or both. This method involves using a treatment facility to manage organic effluent. 
The facility must capture and combust the biogas generated from the effluent. 
Alternatively, a facility can treat animal effluent by emissions avoidance if it uses a solids 
separation diversion method.  

Vegetation methods 
The new farm forestry plantations method allows for a harvest system based on a proposed 
management regime. After each harvest, the trees must be re-established by planting, seeding or 
coppice regrowth. 

Biomethane method package 
The new biomethane method package builds on the framework of the existing landfill gas 
(electricity generation), wastewater treatment and animal effluent methods. When a project 
captures biogas and turns it into biomethane that is then used as a natural gas substitute, two 
different types of carbon abatement are generated which create ACCUs.  
 
 

Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the State of Western Australia accept no 
liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. Copyright © 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2022 

http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/landfill-and-alternative-waste-treatment-methods/domestic-commercial-and-industrial-wastewater
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/landfill-and-alternative-waste-treatment-methods/source-separated-organic-waste
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/transport-methods/Transport-Aviation
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-industry/transport-methods/Transport-Land-and-Sea
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Pages/Choosing%20a%20project%20type/Opportunities%20for%20the%20land%20sector/Agricultural%20methods/Animal-effluent-management-method.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Choosing-a-project-type/Opportunities-for-the-land-sector/Vegetation-methods/Measurement-based-methods-for-new-farm-forestry-plantations
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/ERF/Pages/Method-development.aspx

