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Good evening, 

Please find attached submission regarding the proposed Health & Welfare of Dogs. 

Any correspondence please forward to  

Best Regards, 

Jemma Gill 

Elite Dog Training 
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Jemma Gill 
Elite Dog Training 

 

Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development 

Health & Welfare of Dogs in Western Australia – Proposed Standards & Guidelines 

There are a number of areas of the proposed Standards & Guidelines that I strongly oppose.  

G10.2 Training of dogs should focus on reward-based training techniques. 
 
 This guideline is assumed to be aimed around not using aversive training techniques. All 
training whether or not aversive are used is reward-based.  
By making a guideline of this nature will have a profound effect on professional trainers who use 
aversive as part of their reward-based system to rehabilitate dogs from problem behaviours and have 
effective control of working dogs as required by law.  
 
 Aversives when incorporated into a reward-based system correctly are crucial for preventing 
unwanted behaviour problems, assisting sensitive dogs to overcome fears & anxiety, and create 
reliable behaviours such as recall.  
 
 It is fare to say that the majority of my clients come from Reward Only based training which 
inevitably creates willful demanding and dangerous dogs in many circumstances. These people need a 
solution that is reliable and doesn’t destroy the emotional integrity of the animal. Aversives, when 
incorporated by a well-educated trainer, assist many people’s beloved pet dogs to become fine 
upstanding ‘canine’ citizens. 
 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the generally 
accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the generally accepted method 
of use includes: 
 

(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other training techniques to 
modify behaviour and these have not been effective; 

 
I find it hard to understand how this will be implemented &/or vetted. Many people have tried to train 
their dogs them selves or have acquired a new dog from the pound with behavioural issues that need 
rectifying immediately. This will make dog training more difficult for the owner, more costly and very 
time consuming. Having a poorly behaved animal can cause a huge amount of stress in one’s life, and 
having to practice ineffective training techniques with ineffective training tools before moving to an 
Ecollar is counterproductive.   
 
The Ecollar is the only tool available today which can effectively communicate with a tactile language 
with a dog at a distance, when no lead is attached. It is able to produce extremely reliable results when 
trained correctly under professional guidance.  
 
The Ecollar is also, very successfully used to train dogs to avoid fatal attractions such as snakes, live-
stock and wildlife. Without the use of the Ecollar fatal snake bites will increase exponentially, and stock 
& wildlife killing/chasing will rise.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

El
it

e 
D

og
 T

ra
in

in
g  

2 

A devastating consequence of the removal of this valuable tool. 
 
 (b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog and reasonably 
believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic collar; 
 
This standard makes accessing Ecollars very costly and time consuming. Approaching a professional 
dog trainer to assist with training using an Ecollar already costs dog owners significantly for the training 
service and the purchase of a quality Ecollar.  
 
I agree that the dog should be healthy and assessing the health of the animal is not the issue I have 
with this standard. Suggesting however that a veterinarian is more qualified to assess the canines 
suitable temperament for training is a problem. What makes a veterinarian more qualified to assess the 
dogs behavior than a dog trainer?  
 
 
S12.2 Prong Collars must not be used on a dog 
 
I strongly oppose the banning of Prong Collars. Prong collars are used in a number of ways to assist 
dogs to overcome serious fear and anxiety issues. Without this tool the dog will remain shut down 
unable to overcome their emotional blocks.  
 
The prong collars used are very well engineered and are kinder than many homemade alternatives. 
There is less physical jolting of the dogs neck using a prong collar which significantly reduces spinal 
and muscular injury’s to the dogs neck.   
 
Education in the use of this tool is a must, however banning the tool will only see people make their 
own crude versions of the tool which could turn out to be dangerous and potentially harmful to the dog. 
This is a tool which, under professional guidance, is one of the best tools and most biologically 
appropriate tool on the market.  
 
Jemma Gill 

Owner 

Elite Dog Training 

 

Certified with the National Dog Trainers Federation. 
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