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Electronic identification of sheep and goats 
Frequently asked questions 

What is electronic identification? 

Electronic identification (eID) devices, also called ‘eID tags’ allow individual identification of 
animals. These devices contain a Radio Frequency Identifier (RFID) microchip that can be read via 
a handheld scanning wand or panel reader.  

Each device has a unique internal serial number linked to an external code (NLISID) to provide the 
unique identifier associated with the animal that is tagged.  

• The RFID is like the VIN of a car and the external NLISID like the numberplate – they both 
identify and can be used to trace the owner of the one vehicle. 

 

• eID for livestock includes: 
o ear tags (sheep, goats, cattle),  
o hock bands (some goats only), and  
o rumen boluses (cattle only).  

 
RFID/eID technology has been used successfully for many years in livestock such as cattle and 
companion animals such as dogs and cats. 

Visual tags versus electronic tags 

Visual tag system 

Currently in Western Australia (WA), a visual tag is applied to a lamb or kid at marking. Each tag is 
stamped with a brand or property identification code (PIC) to identify the breeder and location of 
the animal.  

A transaction tag, or pink post-breeder tag, is applied by every subsequent owner after the animal 
comes onto their property, also with the brand or PIC of the new property stamped on it. The 
animal is said to have visual, mob-based traceability and requires multiple tags per animal.  

Tracing visually tagged stock relies on animals being present at the time 
to see their life history from the tags applied to them; or needing to trace 
animals in every mob moved on and off properties of interest, involving 
many more animals than may be necessary.  

 

 

 

 

Visual NLIS tags 
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Electronic tag system 

Under eID, a lamb or kid will have a year of birth coloured eID tag applied at marking. The eID tag 
will have the PIC of tagging location stamped on it, and no additional pink tags will be necessary 
when the stock move to a different PIC. 

New owners will scan the unique eID number to record that animal coming onto their PIC on the 
NLIS database.  

• The individual animal’s lifetime traceability will be available on the NLIS database.    

• A pink post-breeder eID tag will only be necessary if an animal has lost its original tag.  

• eID requires only the one tag for the life of the animal.  

• Electronic identification speeds up the tracing process by showing the life history of each 
animal and only the animals that actually came into contact with them or were definitely at 
the same place at the same time (e.g. saleyard).   

• eID also shows which animals in a mob were moved onto and remain on a property, and 
which ones from that mob were moved off.  

• eID can show gaps in movement history and errors.  

Mob-based movements versus individual movements 

Mob-based traceability 

The receiver of livestock is required to update the NLIS database within 48 hours of stock 
movement onto their PIC, unless the animals were purchased through a physical public auction, 
such as a saleyard or clearing sale, where the agent company running the auction will do it.  

A mob-based movement is recorded on the database as a number of sheep or goats moving from 
one PIC to another on a particular date.  

Traceability is restricted to the PIC. Any diseases, residues and food safety issues are associated 
with that PIC and all animals on it, which increases the number of animals that need to be traced.  

Example 

If 400 head were unloaded at a farm, and then that farmer sends 250 head to sale, there is 
no way to know if any or all those 400 head were sent to that sale, only that 250 head left 
that PIC. 

eID traceability 

Under an eID system, the receiver will still have to record the livestock coming onto their PIC within 
48 hours (unless purchased via a physical public auction) but they will be scanned and the NLIS 
database updated to record each animal with its unique eID number coming onto the PIC.  

This provides a much more specific life history of each animal. During contact tracing, individual 
animals can then be identified as being in a location at a specific time, reducing the number of 
animals that need to be located. 
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What are the costs associated with transitioning to eID? 

The primary cost to producers will be the tags. Visual tags cost around 35 cents each. The 
electronic tags cost between approximately $1.99 and $2.20 each.  

It is anticipated that there will be funding available to subsidise the difference in this expense for 
the implementation period.  

The amount of funding available will determine the level of assistance and the timeframe it is 
available. The WA Sheep and Goat Advisory Group are discussing the best way to make this 
funding assistance practical and equitable for all producers.  

The time to fit additional pink post-breeder visual tags for brought-in stock should be considered 
when evaluating the difference in the cost of the systems.  

Will there be a PIC or brand on my tag? 

NLIS eID devices come printed with an external 16-character code:  

• the first 8 characters are the PIC of the property where the device is applied.   

• the next 3 characters denote manufacturer, if breeder (sheep S or goat K) or post-breeder 
(sheep T or goat L) and year of manufacturer (= stud year code).  

• the next 5 characters are a serial number which can be specified at ordering and can start 
with a letter.  

 

WEBU0073XSR01234 

The space left on the tag for other information, such as your brand, is dependent on the 
manufacturer and tag type you choose.  

 

           

 

 

 

  

NLIS eID tags 
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Will WA continue with the year of birth colour system? 

Yes, WA intends on continuing with the year-of-birth colour system for electronic tags. The NLIS 
standard for eID allows for year-of-birth colours and DPIRD legislates the requirement.  

All producers using electronic tags, prior to it becoming mandatory in 2025, should be using NLIS 
accredited tags, in the compliant year-of-birth colour and in the correct ear to avoid the need to re-
tag.  

 

Year-of-birth colour system for sheep and goats 

 

 

 

How will pink post-breeder tags be used in the eID system? 

In the eID system, pink tags will only be necessary if the original breeder tag has fallen out. A pink 
post-breeder tag identifies that the animal was not bred on the property it currently resides on. 

This is similar to the cattle system, where a white device is applied to animals at marking, and an 
orange post-breeder device is applied if the animal loses its breeder tag and the animal no longer 
resides on the property it was born on.  

Replacement tags should be fitted as soon as the missing tag is detected.  

Will every sheep and goat on my property need to be eID 
tagged by 1 January 2025? 

No, under the current implementation timeline, only newborns and animals leaving the property will 
need to be electronically tagged on or after 1 January 2025.  

A single colour tag (yellow) will be used for all existing stock to make it easier to order enough tags 
and fit them efficiently (rather than having to put a green tag on a green tagger etc).  

Any stock already on property with visual tags will need to have an eID tag fitted before they leave 
the property. Visual tags are to remain in place to provide year of birth and previous ownership 
history.  

Any excess purchased tags for a particular year that have not been applied to an animal can be 
used in future years 

Important: There can only be one eID tag 
on an animal at any time 
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Will there be any exceptions to this rule? 

There are no general exemptions to particular animals or types of movement after 1 January 2025. 
All animals leaving any property will need to have an eID tag. Harvested rangeland goats going 
direct to slaughter can go untagged under permit. 

Rangeland goat harvesters can request a permit from DPIRD which recognises the need to 
minimise handling of unmanaged, feral animals for the welfare of both the harvester and the goats. 
Should goats be moved to a property other than an abattoir, they will need to be tagged prior to 
movement.  

If you operate a registered rangeland goat depot to consolidate loads, please contact the NLIS 
Manager at DPIRD on 0427 388 433. 

Do I have to use eID on lambs going to slaughter? 

Yes. While all due care can be taken, animals jump or get mixed up and errors are made under 
time pressure.  

Using eID verifies the property stock arrive from and shows any error that may be made in linking a 
whole consignment or a single sheep in lairage to the correct PIC on the NVD/waybill. This is an 
improvement not currently available with visual tags that will avoid unsuitable product going to an 
inappropriate market and ensures the correct person gets paid for the quality, weight and number 
they deliver. 

• Lambs cannot go to slaughter with no tag - this would result in multiple consignments at the 
processor with no traceability in lairage at the same time. 
 

• Lambs cannot go with visual tags beyond the transition period – as it makes it difficult for 
efficient management at the processor to determine if stock with eID missed scanning or if 
they had visual tags. Being unable to guarantee this or correlate body numbers to stock 
delivered will impact the integrity of the NLIS database through missing and incorrect data. 

Not applying an eID on farm exports the cost from an individual producer, which multiples 
exponentially to a cost at the processor to handle or separate different tag types and verify 
scanning rates.   

Some processors will also invest in hook tracking technology for better feedback to producers, 
which will not work without eID tags. Having one single rule removes confusion. 

Can eID be used to find stolen stock? 

If we had to find specific animals, their eID numbers can be loaded into a scanner and an alarm set 
to sound when those stock are scanned. This is very useful to identify stock that have been listed 
as stolen or have been blood tested, drenched, vaccinated or otherwise treated and need to be 
found again. 

Lost, stolen or stray stock can have a status added to their record to alert the system if they are 
scanned somewhere. 

What equipment will stock owners need? 

In the vast majority of cases, there is no need for livestock owners to purchase any equipment for 
reading tags. However, access to a scanner is necessary if you move stock between different PICs 
that you run stock on or if you wish to use scanners for management.  

All animals purchased through physical public auctions will be scanned at the saleyard and 
transferred to their new owners within 48 hours of purchase.  
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For private purchases, wands will also be available to borrow at local Community Resource 
Centres (CRC), regional DPIRD offices or the service may be provided by the agent involved.  

While a private purchaser is required to ensure the NLIS database is uploaded, they can request 
the upload is completed by the vendor or their livestock agent.  

If someone does the upload for you, ask for the ‘Upload ID’ number as a receipt/proof it has been 
done and write it on the NVD/waybill associated with the purchase.  

Some examples:  

• Farmer A owns a closed flock, only purchasing in rams from on-farm ram sales (public 
auctions) and selling sheep through the saleyards and abattoirs. Farmer A will not be 
required to scan animals.  

 

• Farmer B owns a small goat flock and occasionally buys-in goats privately. Farmer B 
borrows a wand from the local CRC to scan the goats once they arrive on property. The 
CRC staff can help the farmer upload the details to the NLIS database. 

 

• Farmer C is a ram stud that sells rams both privately and through an on-farm ram sale. 
Farmer C chose to purchase a wand for management purposes. Farmer C now offers to 
scan and transfer rams sold privately to clients as a service of their ram stud. The agent 
running their stud sale will transfer those rams sold by auction.    

 

• Farmer D is a small feedlot that purchases lambs in privately. Farmer D chose to buy a 
panel reader to make scanning animals quicker and easier as they arrive at the yard.  

Can I use any type of eID? 

No, the legislation requires that only accredited NLIS devices can be used. Accredited devices 
have undergone extensive testing under a program run by Integrity Systems Company Ltd (ISC) to 
meet certain standards in terms of quality.  

A list of accredited tags and devices for sheep and goats is available on the Integrity Systems 
Company website. Note that some are fully accredited, after a three-year trial. Others are 
provisionally accredited, yet to complete the three-year trial. 

Accredited devices have their RFID and NLISID loaded onto the NLIS database when ordered. 
Using devices that are not accredited will mean that they will not be on the NLIS database and 
have no traceability. 

Is information stored on the tag? 

No. The eID tag does not store any information other than its unique RFID serial number.  

The unique number can be used in management software, spreadsheets or databases to record 
production data for each animal.  

This means the data remains with the owner, it does not travel with the animal.  

Can I re-use or recycle my tags? 

No. Once an electronic device has been applied to an animal, the unique serial number in that 
device cannot be re-used within the livestock industry. That number will be associated with that 
individual animal for the whole of its life and the history of that animal recorded in the NLIS 
database. This prevents duplication and errors in the database.  

https://www.integritysystems.com.au/globalassets/isc/pdf-files/nlis-documents/accredited-sheep-devices-september-2022.pdf
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How can I prepare for eID now?  

Sheep or goats leaving the property prior to 1 January 2025 

Until there are scanners in the supply chain, the new owner of sheep with an electronic tag 
will need to identify those animals with a pink NLIS visual tag prior to the stock leaving the 
property to saleyard or slaughter. 

Sheep or goats leaving the property after 1 January 2025 

All sheep leaving the property in 2025 will be required to have an accredited NLIS eID tag 
fitted so they can be scanned at their next destination. 

• If you will be retaining lambs and kids born between now and 2025, you can use an 
accredited NLIS eID tag in the correct year-of-birth colour instead of a visual tag at 
marking. This will prevent you from having to apply an additional tag when the 
animal is due to leave the property post-2025.  

• If you are purchasing in stock that will be retained on property after 2025 you can 
apply a pink NLIS eID tag, instead of a pink visual NLIS tag. 

• Visual NLIS tags will not be removed from older sheep leaving the property from 
2025. A yellow eID tag will need to be applied to the same ear as the visual tag 
prior to the animal leaving the property. The visual NLIS tag will represent year-of-
birth while the electronic NLIS tag can be scanned at the destination.  

• If you currently use eID tags you won’t need to make any change as long as they 
are fitted to the correct ear and are a compliant NLIS year-of-birth colour.  
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Legislation and standards 
National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) 

The National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) is the Australian traceability system for 
livestock that meets nationally consistent standards for animal identification, property identification 
(PICs), waybills and recording stock movement on the NLIS database.  

The NLIS is designed to meet internationally recognised National Livestock Traceability 
Performance Standards. These standards are prescriptive to trace different diseases and 
biosecurity threats.  

 

Biosecurity and Agriculture Management (Identification and Movement of Stock and 
Apiaries) Regulations 2013  

The WA state legislation for identification of livestock is found in the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management (Identification and Movement of Stock and Apiaries) Regulations 2013 – commonly 
referred to as the BAM (IMSA) Regs.  

Electronic identification has been mandated at a national level, however the BAM (IMSA) 
regulations will set the requirements for WA.  

Where can I find more information? 
Phone:  1300 WA NLIS / 1300 926 547 

Email:   nlis@dpird.wa.gov.au 

Website:  agric.wa.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important disclaimer  

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and the 
State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising from 
the use or release of this information or any part of it.  

Copyright © State of Western Australia (Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development), 

2023. 
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