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Supporting your success

Technology is more important than ever 
in ensuring our state’s agricultural sector 
remains internationally competitive. In addition 
to technology, weather is seen as the most 
important factor contributing to the success of 
our agricultural farm businesses. With greater 
seasonal variability the importance of weather 
to agricultural production is increasing.

DAFWA’s Doppler radar technology
Providing Western Australian farm businesses with the confidence to make 
more informed business decisions through more precise weather information.

The State Government has invested $23 million, 
through the Royalties for Regions program, in 
Doppler radar technology to help transform the 
way Western Australian farmers do business.

Managed by the Department of Agriculture 
and Food, Western Australia (DAFWA) and 
supported by the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM), 
this investment will provide much-needed radar 
coverage with more precise weather information 
for farm businesses and rural communities 
across the agricultural regions.



Background
Consultancy reports commissioned by DAFWA 
in 2014 concluded that expanding BoM’s 
Doppler radar coverage in the wheatbelt would 
deliver an average $108 million benefit to 
farmers in the region. The report estimated that, 
based on more timely spray applications alone, 
the radars could produce a return of over $6 for 
every $1 invested.

Locations
Three radar locations are confirmed at 
Newdegate, South Doodlakine and Watheroo, 
near Marchagee, with each providing a maximum 
range of 200 kilometres. Radars are scheduled to 
be installed by June 2017. 

DAFWA’s extended network of automated 
weather stations will be a critical part of the 
successful deployment of the Doppler technology. 
The radars are being constructed by the Bureau 
of Meteorology and the data will be shared as part 
of the Bureau’s national radar network.
 
Doppler radar benefits
Doppler radars provide one of the best tools for 
observing real-time rainfall across large areas, 
enabling farm businesses to make more accurate 
on-farm decisions. Imagery from Doppler radars 
can provide farm businesses with improved 
information on prevailing weather conditions, 
allowing them to make timely strategic and 
tactical decisions around time of sowing, chemical 
and fertiliser applications and movement of stock, 
potentially resulting in significant savings.

agric.wa.gov.au/doppler

Contact
For more information about the project 
contact john.connell@agric.wa.gov.au

New coverage

Existing coverage

Radar location


