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The eConnected project is encouraging growers to 
make the most of digital technology in farming and 
is continuing the conversation around the sharing 
of data that will assist growers, businesses and 
industry representatives alike. 
 
DPIRD is also working with the Bureau of 
Meteorology to upgrade several State-owned 
Doppler Radars in 2018-19 located throughout WA, 
at Geraldton, Albany and Esperance. 
 
The eConnected project has recently opened up 
access to DPIRD’s Doppler Radar data via the 
release of the new Doppler Radar Application 
Program Interface (API). More information is 
available at agric.wa.gov.au/radar-api-10. 
 
Further ag-tech tools and apps are being  
worked on and will continue to be 
released in the near future.

Creating value through improved 
farm connectivity

Digital technology continues to play a vital role in the 
agricultural sector. 
 
The Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development’s (DPIRD) $10 million eConnected Grainbelt 
project recognises that the agricultural industry to date 
has had a relatively low uptake of digital technology 
compared to other industries. 
 
DPIRD is working with farmers, business representatives 
and key industry players to change this, by increasing 
awareness and availability and by encouraging the 
adoption of ag-tech tools. 
 
The eConnected project has moved into a new phase, 
identifying the benefits in using and sharing farm data; 
and informing stakeholders that the promotion and uptake 
of ag-tech tools and apps may assist with decision-
making, and potentially lead to increased profitability and 
sustainability. 
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Where can I go for more information?
Visit the DPIRD website: 
agric.wa.govau/r4r/econnected-grainbelt.

Or contact Project Manager Darren Gibbon on 
+61 (0)8 9368 3406 or Client Engagement Adviser 
Samantha Scott on +61 (0)8 9368 3748.

Getting value from 
farm data networks
The eConnected project recently held a grower 
group forum – Getting value from farm data 
networks.

The forum offered participants an update on the 
project, highlighting that information sharing gave 
farmers increased opportunities to make better 
informed decisions that could lead to improved farm 
profits.

To view the key presentations, visit our website: 
agric.wa.gov.au/r4r/econnected-grainbelt.

One of the main messages of the forum was 
around the discussion of farm data and the 
pertinent issue of the need to have access and 
control of that data rather than focus on data 
ownership. 

The eConnected team is currently working 
alongside groups that are already in the process of 
forming data cooperatives, in order to benefit their 
individual businesses.This shared knowledge will 
benefit the whole industry.

How can I get involved?
By working together we can create better informed 
growers and sector representatives, empowering 
our growers to make advancements for the whole 
agricultural sector.

Look out for one of our eConnected team members 
at key industry events, or visit our website.

Where is my closest 
eDemonstration site?
With 11 grower groups and eDemonstration sites 
we have covered a large part of the grainbelt. For 
contact details of the eConnected grower groups or 
to find your closest eDemonstration site, visit the 
DPIRD website.

Each eDemonstration site has a weather station 
and soil moisture probe and is a place where 
growers, consultants and industry can gather 
to learn about, compare and contrast all of the 
decision support tools, systems and technologies 
available for on-farm decision making. 

What is an  
eDemonstration site?


