
 

Environmental weed risk assessment 

Grapevines (Vitis vinifera) 

 

Grapevines are grown for both direct consumption of the fruit as table grapes or dried vine fruit 
and for fermentation to produce wine. They are cultivated worldwide, but originate from 
southern Europe.  

In Western Australia (WA) the viticulture industry was initially centred around the Swan Valley, 
but the work of Olmo (1956) and Gladstones (1965, 1992) described the similarity between the 
Margaret River region and the Bordeaux area in France and this led to the establishment of a 
thriving wine industry in the south-west. Table grape production has subsequently expanded to 
new regions including Carnarvon, Harvey, Vasse and Margaret River, while the wine industry 
has expanded to new areas including Peel, Geographe, Blackwood Valley, Manjimup, 
Pemberton and the Great Southern.  

In northern WA table grapes are being successfully grown in the west Kimberley under 
irrigation.  

Weed lists 

National-international: 

• Not listed in Weeds of Australia (398 weed species) https://weeds.org.au/weeds-
profiles/  

• Not listed in Weeds of Australia website Fact sheet Index (lucidcentral.org) 

• In the Global Compendium of Weeds grapevines are listed as a casual alien, cultivation 
escape, environmental weed, naturalised, weed (Randall 2017). 

Western Australia: 

• “...Grapevines may persist from abandoned plantings and are occasionally found 
naturalised around Perth and in the south-west” (Hussey et al. 2007).  

• Not listed in ‘The naturalized vascular plants of Western Australia’ (Keighery and 
Longman 2004).  

• Naturalised in national parks and nature reserves in WA (Keighery 1991).  
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Figure 1 Distribution of grapevines (Vitis vinifera) in Australia  
(Source: ‘The Australasian Virtual Herbarium’)  

 

Environmental weed risk assessment  

Assessed using the ‘Environmental weed risk assessment protocol for growing non-indigenous 
plants in the Western Australian rangelands’ (Moore et al. 2022)  

Region 

Filter A Filter B  

Weed Risk 
Assessment rating 

Is the species a 
weed in similar 
environments in 

Australia or 
overseas? 

Is the species likely 
to persist in the 

environment without 
management*? 

Kimberley No No Negligible to low 

Pilbara No No Negligible to low 

Gascoyne – Goldfields No No Negligible to low 

Agricultural area  No No Negligible to low 

*Without management means no fertiliser, Rhizobia, irrigation, grazing management or control of competition from 

other species  
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Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or 

otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 
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