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Environmental weed risk assessment

Couch, couch grass, Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon)

Couch grass is a creeping grass with rhizomes which is commonly grown as a lawn or turf
grass and is also grown as a pasture grass, especially in south-eastern United States. There is
considerable debate as to whether couch is native to northern Australia, with the general
consensus that it was a pre-European introduction (Weeds of Australia). Hussey et al. (2007)
state that C. dactylon is “native to the Kimberley and the tropics worldwide.” This is a species
with native forms in the tropics, but with exotic weedy forms in temperate Western Australia
(Keighery and Longman 2004).
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Figure 1 Distribution of couch grass (Cynodon dactylon*) in Australia
(Source: ‘The Australasian Virtual Herbarium’)

Note: *Includes both native and exotic types

Invasiveness and Impacts scores by Rod Randall
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Potential distribution

Potential distribution of Couch grass (Cynodon dactylon) - based on soils (no fertiliser) and climate
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Map produced by Rachel Whitsed
l“[ Charles Sturt University, August 2017 mia
rwhitsed@csu.edu.au donor

Area of suitable soils and Potential distribution score
climate (million ha)
Kimberley (>550mm AAR*) 9.67Mha 7.0
Kimberley (<550mm AAR) 0 0.5
Pilbara 0 0.5
Gascoyne — Goldfields 0 0.5

*AAR — Average annual rainfall

Overall weed risk assessment (exotic Cynodon dactylon)

Region WRA calculation* Weed risk score WRA rating
Kimberley (>550mm AAR) 9.3x6.0x7.0 389 Very high
Kimberley (<550mm AAR) 9.3x6.0x0.5 27.8 Negligible-low
Pilbara 9.3x6.0x0.5 27.8 Negligible-low
Gascoyne — Goldfields 9.3x6.0x0.5 27.8 Negligible-low

* Invasiveness (0-10) x Impacts (0-10) x Potential Distribution (0-10) = Weed risk score (0-1000)
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Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or
otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it.
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