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29 May 2019 
 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Animal Welfare Regulation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to you today as a past client of The Holistic Hound Dog Training based in Perth, WA to 
oppose some of the new standards proposed in the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health 
and Welfare of Dogs in WA, specifically those outlined below; 

The flat ban on prong collars  
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog. 
 
My Husband and I have a 4 year old desexed Rottweiler. He is a gentle giant and loves humans and 
dogs alike but most of all, without fail, loves going for his daily walks. Jax is extremely well trained 
dog but excitement gets the better of him when it comes to his walks/outings and he started to pull 
on the lead from a young age and as you can imagine, once full grown his strength is very powerful. 
We tried every type of harness, haulty, leads, rewarding him with treats, a trainer (before we found 
Holistic Hound Dog Training) and having him desexed. It was getting to the point where I would get 
stared by people passing by because it looked like I had no control over him when really he just 
wanted to say hi or play. This would cause me great anxiety as a daily walk with my dog is meant to 
be enjoyable and his walks started to become restricted and shorter each day. Not to forget, the 
amounts of money we were paying to find a resolution. Lauren from Holistic Hound Dog training 
came to our house and met Jax. She tried different methods with him and in the end the prong collar 
was most suitable. 
 
Lauren taught us how to use the prong collar fairly and gently on our dog. She provided us with a lot 
of training, background knowledge and information on the tool to ensure it was used in the proper 
manner. Further education and teaching on the prong collar is a must because when used in its 
correct manner, it has no negative effect on the dog but a guide as to what he or she should be 
doing. Lauren taught us to look at the bigger picture, a holistic approach and take in all factors. How 
to approach Jax before we leave the house for his walk, and how to keep him calm. When and when 
not to use the prong collar and positive reinforcements. The prong collar along with implementing 
other practices has now made our daily walks so enjoyable and we all look forward to it. There is no 
more pulling of the lead, bounding at people or dogs to say hi and I have never had any ill stares 
from the prong collar. 
 
I don’t see the prong collar in a negative light and it is not used in a negative way. My dog gets 
excited when he sees the prong collar because he knows he is going for his daily walk, he does not 
shy away in fear. He has never shown any signs of stress or pain when he has the prong collar on 
and I’m sure many dog owner who use the prong collar will say the same.  
 
If we can no longer use the prong collar, I really don’t know what we would do. If our dog was to 
have to be put to sleep, rehomed or a decrease in a quality of his life (no walks, sniffing, socialisation 
with other dogs and people) due to using a prong collar, I would never let it come to that but I would 
say that’s a form of animal cruelty, using a prong collar is not.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would be happy to substantiate the above 
information by answering any questions or submit further if needed as I feel so strongly about this 
cause.  
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Kind Regards,  
Kristy-Lee Di Giorgio  
 
Client of  
The Holistic Hound Dog Training 
Lauren Maslen (Owner-Operator)  
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