
Supporting your success
Supported by:

Agricultural  Produce  Commission

Department of
Agriculture and Food

State Horticulture Update 2017

Guest speakers

John Ruprecht 
Executive Director, Irrigated Agriculture, DAFWA 

John has more than 30 years’ experience in resource management and development spanning a 
range of senior technical, management and policy positions concerning water resource assessment, 
water resource engineering, urban development, sustainable agriculture and biosecurity. John is a past 
member of national committees on water engineering, resource management and biosecurity.

Tim Morris 
Director, Coriolis Research 

Tim is one of a handful of recognised global experts in the changing structure of supermarket and 
mass merchandise retailing. Tim has more than 20 years’ experience in retailing, consumer packaged 
goods (CPG), and strategic consulting; and is Managing Director and one of the founding partners of 
Coriolis Research. Tim regularly consults to retailers, private equity and government on retailing and 
the food/CPG industry in New Zealand, Australia, South East Asia and globally.

Claire McClelland 
Market Development Manager, vegetablesWA 

Claire has considerable experience in the vegetable exporting and domestic value chains, with 
previous roles at Schreurs and Sons (Victoria) and AUSVEG. Her role at vegetablesWA is to assist 
growers in gaining more value from the supply chain.

Sue Middleton 
Moora Citrus 
Sue with her husband Michael, manage a diversifi ed farm in the Wheatbelt of WA growing grains, 
oaten hay and pork. They also developed Moora Citrus, a 210ha citrus orchard in the new horticulture 
growing area near Dandaragan. Sue manages a rural community development consultancy and is 
actively involved in many leadership roles. Current roles include board member of Landcorp and 
National Chair of the Landcare Advisory Committee. Sue has worked across all levels of government 
and community decision making to work for better outcomes for people in rural communities and 
industry. Sue was awarded the 2010 RIRDC Rural Woman of the Year for Australia and WA.
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Maureen Dobra 
The Loose Leaf Lettuce Company 
Maureen is one of the owners of The Loose Leaf Lettuce Company in Gingin and has been in the 
horticultural industry for the majority of her life. The Loose Leaf Lettuce Company is a vertically 
integrated company producing fresh-cut salads supplying mainly the population of Western Australia.
Maureen was awarded RIRDC Rural Woman of WA 2005.  For six years she was the President of the 
WA vegetable growers association – vegetablesWA.  She was the fi rst and only woman president!  
And she remains as a Committee Member. She has been the Chairperson of the Agricultural Produce 
Commission – Vegetable Producers Commission for 10 years  She also serves as a committee 
member for national and state committees.

Nardia Stacy 
Executive Offi  cer, Pomewest 

Nardia has been working in the fruit industry for more than fi ve years and recently as the Executive 
Manager of the Agriculture Produce Commissions’ — Pome Citrus and Stonefruit Committee’s — 
apple and pear sub-committee Pomewest. Her varied role assists growers and industry by managing 
grower liaison communications, fi nancial and project management and overseeing the general 
promotion and development of the pome industry. Nardia has also been seconded to the Fruit West 
Co-operative Ltd for the last two years as the Executive Offi  cer in the role of assisting the Pomewest 
Project — Commercialisation of new varieties namely ANABP 01 variety Bravo™ Fruit.

Kim James 
Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia 

Kim has more than 30 years’ experience in international trade development, biosecurity and market 
access in the fi eld of agriculture, fl oriculture and horticulture. He has a strong background in research 
and development, program and project management from his previous role with Horticulture Australia 
Ltd. Kim has recently worked closely with a number of WA horticultural industries to strengthen their 
biosecurity preparedness and to implement pest surveillance programs to protect and increase their 
trade opportunities.

Dr Sonya Broughton 
Manager, Horticulture Biosecurity and Market Access Preparedness project, Plant Biosecurity, 
Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia 

Dr Sonya Broughton is manager of the Horticulture Biosecurity and Market Access Preparedness 
Program under Plant Biosecurity, Department of Agriculture and Food WA, Government of Western 
Australia. The Plant Biosecurity Program includes projects and activities across policy, regulation, 
science, communication, market access and trade. She has over 20 years’ experience with insect 
pests of horticulture in a wide range of crops and climates, and is a member of the national advisory 
panel on fruit fl y.

And featuring Sabrina Hahn, Horticulturalist, and Darryl Hardie, Senior Research Offi  cer, DAFWA 
as Masters of Ceremonies


