
The pest and its impacts

Codling moth is a serious pest of apples and other pome fruit and has 
the potential to cause severe crop losses. Western Australia remains 
one of the last apple growing regions in the world to remain free of 
codling moth.
The larvae can damage almost an entire crop if not controlled. Stings make 
fruit unmarketable, and breakdown of tissue by bacteria in the fruit can cause 
premature drop.

Apples, pears, quince, nashi, crab-apple, and walnuts are primary hosts with some 
other fruits affected. Codling moths can survive on neglected apple and pear trees, 
in cocoon-infested fruit bins or dumped apples around orchards or farms sheds. 
Larvae can be spread in apples carried inside backpacks, luggage, personal 
belongings, and vehicles.

Priority pest:  
Codling moth

Codling moth
(Cydia pomonella)
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How you can help: look, act, report
Inspect trees regularly during fruiting season, looking for frass-packed holes in fruit. 
Report immediately any signs of codling moth to provide the best chance of eradicating 
or containing this damaging pest.

Every report you send plays a part in protecting WA’s agricultural industries, natural 
environment and lifestyle.

What to look for
.

• Infested fruit with shallow entry holes or 
‘stings’ with one or more holes in fruit plugged 
with reddish-brown droppings (frass).

• Newly-hatched larvae chew through the fruit 
skin and bore their way to the core to feed on 
the seeds and flesh.

• Codling moth caterpillars are 15-19mm long, 
white to light pink with a dark brown head.

• Pupa develop in silken cocoons under cracks 
in the tree bark, in the soil, or within debris 
around the base of the tree.

Report your observations
MyPestGuide® Reporter
via app or online
mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au
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