
Preventing the spread of 
citrus canker in Western Australia

Citrus canker 
(Xanthomonas citri subsp. citri)

Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

General information

Citrus canker is a prohibited organism under 
section 12 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007. 
Any suspect finding must be reported 
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The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) is responding 
to a confirmed detection of citrus canker in your local area. 

To protect WA’s citrus industry, we have initiated a response program in the State. 

Citrus canker Response Program at a glance
A Quarantine Area Notice has been put in place to help control and eradicate citrus canker. 

To eradicate this disease, we’re asking for your help. Please don’t move any citrus fruit or 
plants outside the Quarantine Area. 

Quarantine Area 
This is the area within a 50km radius of your local post office.

• Citrus canker host plants, fruit or material that has been in contact with these plants, fruit or 
material MUST NOT BE MOVED out of this area. 

• If citrus fruit is cooked and preserved, it can be taken outside the Quarantine Area. 
Otherwise, citrus fruit cannot be taken outside the 50km Quarantine Area. 

• Any unwanted or excess citrus fruit or plants should be disposed of in household bins. 

• Failure to comply with this quarantine area notice could result in a fine, the Director General 
taking remedial action under section 133 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 
2007, or both. 

Additional containment and control measures may be introduced to minimise the risk of the 
disease spreading.

Restrictions remain in place until 18 May 2019

To find out more and stay up to date, visit agric.wa.gov.au/citruscanker2018.

With your assistance we can support WA citrus growers 
to minimise the impact on their businesses

Citrus canker is a highly contagious bacterial disease that affects Rutaceous plant 
species. This includes citrus plants such as lime, lemon, mandarin, orange, grapefruit, 

tangerine and citrus hybrids, as well as kumquat and Australian finger limes.
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• Infections can cause defoliation, shoot dieback, and fruit drop. 

• Symptoms include brown spots on leaves (lesions), often with an oily or water-soaked appearance. 

• Lesions usually surrounded by a yellow halo.

Leaves
• Symptoms on leaves first 

appear as small, raised lesions 
that resemble blisters. 

• Lesions turn tan and then brown 
in colour, and the edges appear 
water-soaked and develop a 
yellow halo. 

• As infection progresses, the 
lesions take on a raised, corky 
appearance. The centre of old 
lesions may eventually drop out. 

• Lesions can be seen on both 
the upper and lower sides of 
leaves. 

Citrus canker symptoms
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Fruit
• Initial infection presents as dark brown raised, crater like lesions on the surface, often with a yellow halo 

similar to those found on the leaves. 

• Lesions may be scattered or can occur together in an irregular pattern. In young fruit, an ooze of a 
resinous substance may be observed.

• Lesions typically do not penetrate the skin of the fruit.



5

Stems and twigs
• Symptoms on twigs and stems appear as raised corky dark brown lesions without the yellow halo. 

• Lesions on stems become dry and scabby over time. They can vary in size from 5 to 10mm.
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Citrus canker is absent from Western Australia
Let’s keep it that way

Impact
Infection decreases fruit quality and yield. Leads to defoliation, twig dieback, 
blemished fruit and premature fruit drop. In severe cases, can cause tree death.

Citrus canker1,2 Citrus scab1 Alternaria1

scientific 
name

Xanthomonas citri subsp. citri Elsinoë fawcettii Alternaria alternata pv. citri

other 
names

Asiatic bacterial canker, 
citrus bacterial canker, citrus 
canker

citrus scab alternaria brown spot

Characteristics

Small, round blister-like 
formations on leaves, 
branches, stems, new shoots 
and fruit

Scab pustules are slightly 
raised and pink to light brown 
in color. Lesions on leaves 
may have a slight water 
soaked margin

Brown spot lesions with a 
yellow halo.

leafs

fruit

stems Disease causes 
twig dieback 

(no image available) 

Citrus diseases that can be easily confused with citrus canker

1 diseases exotic to Western Australia
2  detected in 2018 in NT (April) and in WA (May; currently under management response program)
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Frequently asked questions

What is citrus canker? 
Citrus canker is a contagious disease caused by the bacteria 
Xanthomonas citri subsp. citri, which can affect all citrus 
plants. 

Infections can cause premature fruit drop, defoliation, twig 
dieback and general tree decline. Fruit quality and quantity is 
reduced. In severe cases, it can lead to tree death.

Citrus canker is a serious disease impacting on citrus 
production. The disease is the subject of a number of control 
and eradication programs around the world.

How does citrus canker spread?
Citrus canker can spread easily through wind, rain splash and overhead irrigation. The disease can also be 
spread by birds, insects and humans, particularly when trees are wet.

Are there human health impacts? 
No. Citrus canker does not harm humans or animals, and infected fruit is safe to eat. 

How long does the bacteria survive for?  
Bacteria remains in the lesions of plants from year to year, and are the primary source of new infections. 
Bacteria can also survive on straw, mulch, and in soil. 

Does citrus canker occur in other parts of Australia?  
There are current detections in the Northern Territory and Western Australia. Their respective governments 
are working together towards eradication.

Citrus canker has previously been found in Australia, however it has been eradicated each time. 

What restrictions have been put in place? 
The department has stopped the import of all Rutaceous plants, fruit, and plant material from the Northern 
Territory, as well as machinery that has been in contact with Rustaceous plants.

More information
For more information, including a map of the Quarantine Area, visit 

agric.wa.gov.au/citruscanker2018



8

MyPestGuide™ Reporter 
via app or online 
mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

Pest and Disease Information Service 
9368 3080 
padis@dpird.wa.gov.au

Check your trees for unusual diseases.
Report citrus diseases:

Report citrus diseases to us

Report online: 
mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

Citrus diseases may not be easy to recognise
We can help you see the difference!
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