
 

 

 

WA Wild Dog Action Plan: 

Rangelands Cell Fencing Program Guidelines 
 

At a glance 

The Western Australian and federal governments are offering up to $4.03 million (GST 

exclusive) in contestable grants for up to three groups of pastoralists to build cell fencing to 

protect livestock from wild dogs. 

Groups of landholders are invited to apply for grant funding by 17 November 2017. 

Program overview 

Wild dogs are estimated to cost Western Australia’s rangelands up to $25 million per year with 

direct costs through livestock losses, control measures and disease transmission. It is 

especially traumatic for farmers who are affected by drought. Producers and government are 

making a significant investment in resources, time and effort to control wild dogs, but the impact 

is continuing to escalate. Addressing wild dog impacts is key to the revitalisation of the livestock 

industry. 

The Western Australian Wild Dog Action Plan 2016-2021 recommended the co-funded 

development of cell fencing in strategic regions of Western Australia (WA). Cell fencing 

involves the construction of wild dog exclusion fencing around neighbouring properties, 

allowing for a concerted effort to remove wild dogs inside the fence. 

A total of $4.03 million is available for up to three demonstration cell fencing projects that cover 

multiple pastoral leases in WA. The funding comprises: 

 $2 million in contestable Royalties for Regions funds provided through the WA Wild Dog 

Action Plan 

 $2.03 million in Australian Government funding. 

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD), Agriculture and 

Food Division is calling for applications from eligible groups of pastoral lease holders in WA for 

funding to build wild dog exclusion (cell) fences. This funding will assist pastoralists to trial up to 

three cell fences in WA to demonstrate whether cell fencing can secure and revitalise small 

livestock enterprises and deliver a sustained benefit to industry and regional communities. 

The cell fencing grant program will encourage groups of landholders to construct and maintain 

cell fences and undertake wild dog control within the cell. The absence of wild dogs will enable 

pastoralists to re-establish profitable small stock enterprises. 

Timeline 

Program duration: September 2017 to June 2020 

Applications open: 29 September 2017 

Applications close: 17 November 2017 at 5:00pm (AWST) 

DPIRD may contact applicants for clarification or more information on their application. It is 

anticipated that successful applicants will be notified by 20 December 2017. 
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Successful applicants enter into a commitment of about 12 years: 

 Fence construction must be completed by March 2020. 

 Fences must be maintained, wild dogs within the cell controlled, and groups must 

collaborate with DPIRD to evaluate the cell fence projects for at least 10 years after fence 

construction. 

Eligibility and funding criteria 

Funding is available for groups of landholders to construct cell fences around multiple pastoral 

leases in the WA rangelands. Please note multiple titles or leases within a property operating 

as a single pastoral enterprise do not constitute a cell. 

Lessees within the cell must be part of a single legal entity that is the proponent of the cell 

project. The applicant must be a WA-based, farmer-driven organisation, incorporated, with an 

Australian Business Number and registered for GST; and capable of entering into a legally 

binding agreement with DPIRD. 

All landholders proposing to form a cell should obtain their own financial and legal advice from 

a suitably qualified professional. 

Essential criteria 

It is essential that proposed projects align with the focus and scope of the program; are based 

on sound evidence and information; are well-designed and technically feasible; and applicants 

have the capacity and capability to undertake the project successfully. 

Successful projects will be selected through a competitive merit-based process. To be 

considered competitive, applications must address the following criteria: 

 Demonstrated wild dog impact within the proposed cell area. 

 Demonstrated capacity to contribute at least 50% of the fence construction costs (cash and 

in-kind). 

 Demonstrated commitment and capacity to build and maintain the cell fence to sufficient 

standards. 

 Demonstrated capacity to implement an approved wild dog management plan within the 

proposed cell and that, as a result, viable, sustainable livestock enterprises can be created. 

Desirable criteria 

A proposal will be viewed more favourably if the applicant can demonstrate: 

 that the budget represents value for the investment of government funds by the applicant 

committing a high proportion of the total project costs 

 benefit to the livestock industries and community by revitalising businesses and creating 

jobs. 

Funding conditions 

Successful applicants must agree to the following funding conditions: 

 All landholders must form a single legal entity to progress a contract with DPIRD, and 

remain in that legal arrangement for at least 12 years. 

 Proponents must supply evidence of a legal entity, public liability insurance, confirmation of 

finance, and sound governance structures for their cell within 2 months of being formally 

notified. 

 Construction of the proposed fence must be completed no later than 31 March 2020. 
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 The proponent is responsible for the construction of the cell fence and for its ongoing 

maintenance for a period of no less than 10 years after completion. 

 All landholders must implement a long-term wild dog management plan within the cell. 

 All landholders must agree to commence restocking their properties within 3 years of fence 

completion. 

 All landholders must agree to provide DPIRD with information that allows for the evaluation 

of the project, including information on livestock and wild dog numbers. 

 All landholders must allow DPIRD and/or its nominees to visit their properties for project 

review, to capture audio/visual footage, for rangeland condition and stock number 

monitoring, monitoring and evaluation of the project, fence inspections, acquittal and 

research purposes. 

Funding arrangements 

Up to $4.03 million (GST exclusive) is available for up to three cell fence trial projects to be 

used for cell fence construction. Cell fence participants will need to contribute at least 50% of 

the fence construction costs. A maximum of $2,900 in grant funding is available for use on 

fence materials per kilometre of fence to be constructed. 

The amount of grant funding offered to successful applicants will be determined by DPIRD and 

will be influenced by the number and quality of applications received, as well as the availability 

of funding. 

Funding will be provided through a funding agreement between DPIRD and the legal entity that 

will be responsible for the cell fence. Approval of an application may be subject to conditions 

that may need to be met before funding is granted or released. 

The funding agreement will set out funding details and a schedule of payments to provide: 

 50% of grant funds paid upon signing of the funding agreement 

 35% of grant funds upon completion of agreed milestones 

 15% of grant funds upon completion and full acquittal. 

Alternative payment arrangements will be considered. 

Focus and scope of the program 

Funding may be used for: 

 the purchase and supply of materials for the construction of the cell fence 

 other fence construction activities such as grading, surveying or clearing 

 employment by the legal entity of up to one project manager or construction manager 

 labour for fence construction activities. 

Funding through the cell fencing grant program will not be supplied for: 

 retrospective funding for fence planning, construction or maintenance 

 purchase of capital equipment, major infrastructure and land assets 

 preparation of a wild dog management plan, business case, maps or other project 

documentation 

 wild dog management or activities related to restocking 

 maintenance of any fences. 
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Fencing requirements 

Fencing must be of high-integrity, designed for the exclusion of wild dogs and other declared 

pest animals, and meet the following minimum guidelines:  

 minimum height of 1.35m. 

 fabricated wire netting mesh size to have a minimum size of 152mm x 102mm to enable 

small wildlife to pass through the fence. 

 sprung or strained lapwire (apron) of at least 300mm. 

 hinge-joint or equivalent prefabricated fence wire suitable to prevent movement of wild 

dogs. 

 steel fence posts with maximum spacing of 8m. 

 fence to be able to withstand corrosion and storm, as well as wind and fire damage. 

In creeks, gullies, public lands and road crossings, it is recognised that these fencing 

requirements may not be appropriate. Suitable methods must be used to prevent wild dog 

movements in these areas. 

Other fencing standards that prevent wild dog movement will be considered by DPIRD on a 

case-by-case basis. 

Preparing an application 

Applications from eligible groups of landholders must be submitted online using the 

SmartyGrants application form available at agric.smartygrants.com.au. 

To be considered for funding, applications must be received before 5:00pm (AWST) on 

Friday 17 November 2017. 

All applicants will be notified by email that their application has been received. DPIRD may 

seek additional information from applicants to assist with project assessments. 

Assessment and selection 

Successful applications will be selected through a competitive merit-based process and may be 

funded wholly or partially. It is expected that the Rangelands Cell Fencing Program will be over-

subscribed and highly competitive. 

Applications will be assessed by a selection panel against the funding criteria. All decisions on 

funding are final. All applicants will be notified in writing of the outcome of their application, and 

provided with feedback on request. 

Further information 

Additional information can be found on the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development website at agric.wa.gov.au. 

Alternatively, contact: 

Barry Davies, DPIRD 

Email: barry.davies@dpird.wa.gov.au 

Telephone: +61 (08) 9780 6266 

http://www.agric.smartygrants.com.au/
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/rangelands-cell-fencing-program
mailto:barry.davies@dpird.wa.gov.au

