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Chair’s Report 
It gives me great pleasure to present the second Cattle Industry Funding Scheme annual report to 
stakeholders involved in the cattle industries of Western Australia, and to the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food. 

The Committee is pleased to report a second successful year for the Cattle Industry Funding 
Scheme. 2011/12 saw the Committee establish a research and development funding program that 
makes use of some of the annual interest accrued on the funds previously held by the Cattle 
Industry Compensation Fund. A competitive process was used to identify quality industry-based 
research and development projects that would benefit the WA beef and dairy industries. 

The endorsed surveillance programs for bovine Johne’s disease and enzootic bovine leucosis were 
once again delivered successfully in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Food. For 
the first time, the Cattle IFS also provided funds to support the WA-based NLIS Helpdesk, which 
continues to be a useful service to Western Australia’s livestock producers. 

An independent review of the three Industry Funding Schemes was undertaken, with industry, 
government and the IFS committees providing input. I am happy to say that the majority of the 
findings from the review were positive with general industry acceptance of the Schemes. 

Furthermore, there has been a large decline in the number of producers opting out of the Scheme 
from 2010/11 to 2012/13 (3 opt outs), which may also indicate of the value of the Scheme to the 
beef and dairy industries.  

The Committee is very pleased by how producers within the industry continue to support the 
Scheme. I thank you for your participation and, on behalf of the Committee, look forward to a 
continuing partnership with producers, Industry and Government throughout 2012/13. 

Yours sincerely 

 Ruth Webb-Smith 
 Chair 
 Cattle Industry Funding Scheme Management Committee 

     26 October 2012 
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1. Overview of the Cattle Industry Funding Scheme 
In June 2010, the Cattle Biosecurity Industry Funding Scheme (IFS) was introduced to 
address biosecurity threats relevant to the Western Australian cattle industries. The Scheme 
was established under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 as a mechanism 
to enable cattle producers to identify the pest and disease priorities at a whole-of-industry 
level, and then to raise funds for programs that address these priorities. 

With the number of new, and potentially serious, pest and disease threats to Western Australia 
likely to grow in the future, the State’s agricultural industries must be prepared to provide a 
quick and decisive response. The Cattle IFS helps the industry fight biosecurity threats that 
impact on the sector but are not covered under national arrangements. 

Funds are raised through a grower contribution on each chargeable sale. A ‘chargeable sale’ 
means a sale by the owner of cattle (live or carcasses) that are located on a property within 
the Schemes area of operation or moved from such a property for the purpose of offering them 
for sale/slaughter. 

Growers do not have to participate in the Scheme—there is a mechanism that allows growers 
to ‘opt out’. Opting out does not remove the legal requirement to deal with the pests and 
diseases to which the Scheme relates, but does disqualify the grower from any benefits 
provided by the Scheme such as assistance to control the pest/disease and compensation. 

The Cattle IFS is overseen by a seven-member Industry Management Committee (IMC). The 
Minister for Agriculture and Food appointed the IMC members after inviting industry 
nominations and receiving advice from an Industry Appointments Committee. As required by 
regulation, the majority of the IMC are full participants of the Cattle IFS. 

The IMC is responsible for developing the biosecurity-related programs funded through the 
Scheme, and determining the Scheme’s area of operation and the rate of contributions. 

The State Government, through the Department of Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA), 
provides the necessary support to ensure proper governance and the effective operation of 
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the IMC. This includes secretariat, communications, policy and technical 
support, in addition to financial management. Furthermore, the normal 
regulatory inspection and compliance activities undertaken by DAFWA 
closely complement the priorities of the IMC. 

Cattle Industry Funding Scheme 2011/2012 

During 2011/2012, a contribution of 20 cents per head/carcass applied to 
the sale of cattle produced within Western Australia. The contributions 
were used to fund surveillance programs to maintain freedom in WA from 
bovine Johne’s disease (cattle herds) and enzootic bovine leucosis 
(licensed dairy herds). 

Previous Cattle Industry Compensation Fund 

With the introduction of the Cattle IFS under the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007, the previous legislation (Cattle Industry 
Compensation Act 1965—CICA) was withdrawn. Under the CICA, 
producers paid a ‘transaction charge’ on the sale of cattle, and this money 
was held in the Cattle Industry Compensation Fund (CICF). These funds, 
totalling $5,427,231, were transferred to the IFS in 2010. During 2011/12 a 
portion of the interest accrued on these ‘ex-CICF’ funds was used to 
support the Western Australian National Livestock Identification System 
(NLIS) Helpdesk. 

 

 

 

 

2011/12 Cattle IFS at a glance 

● Contributions of 20 cents per head/ 

carcass produced in Western Australia. 

● Contributions totaling $169,640 were 

received. 

● Contributions were used to fund a 

surveillance program for bovine Johne’s 

disease and enzootic bovine leucosis. 

● Cost of the disease surveillance program 

was $18,401. 

● Committee costs were $11,615. 

● 12 producers opted out of the Scheme. 

Of these, three applied for refunds of 

their contributions totaling $113. 

● Ex‐CICF funds were used to support the 

WA‐based NLIS Helpdesk at a total cost of 

$103,837. 

Cattle IFS Annual  Report 2011/12 
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A seven-member committee 
oversee the Scheme. The 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Food appointed the members 
a f t e r  i nv i t i ng  i ndus t r y 
nominations and receiving 
advice from an Industry 
Appointments Committee. As 
required by regulation, the 
majority of the IMC are full 
participants of the Cattle IFS. 

2. Industry Management Committee Members 
Mrs Ruth Webb-Smith (Chairperson) has been involved in the livestock industry for over 
35 years. As a northern cattle producer, she has been involved with the northern cattle 
industry since 1990. She has long experience in agri-politics, and is a Vice-president in 
the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of Western Australia. She is also Chairperson of 
the Pastoral Committee. 

Mr Michael Campbell runs a family farm at Yornup, running a beef herd and sheep flock. 
He has been involved in farming all his life and was a stock agent for 25 years covering 
the lower south west, eastern wheatbelt and parts of the pastoral zone. He is involved with 
the Cattle Council and is a Vice-president of the Meat Section of WA Farmers. 

Mr Craig Forsyth runs a 3,600 ha family farm in the Irwin Shire, 400 kms north of Perth. 
The main farming enterprise comprises of cattle fattening and backgrounding for several 
pastoral properties. He represents the Producers Round Table on the WA Beef Council 
and is a WA representative on SARMIC. Craig is Chairman of the Mingenew-Irwin group 
and has been a member since its inception in 1997. 

Mr John Giumelli runs 120 Friesian milkers at Dardanup, with a significant store cattle 
(steers) turn off. He has always been heavily involved in the politics of the Dairy Industry 
and ran a very successful Dairy Traineeship for TAFE over an eight year period. John is 
passionate about protecting the WA Dairy Industry from both disease and corporate 
greed. 
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Mr David Jarvie is the General Manager of Wellard Feed, and Group Veterinarian and 
Transport Division Manager at Wellard Rural Export. David joined the Wellard Group in 1990 
after positions in veterinary practice in the Riverina and with Metro Meat Ltd as on-board 
Veterinarian, Live-Export Manager and Manager at Geraldton Abattoir. From 1985-1990, 
David was an AQIS Veterinary officer based in Melbourne, supervising livestock exports. 
David has been the Director of Livecorp since 2007. 

Mr Geoff McLarty in partnership with his brother, runs the historic 1600 ha Blythewood 
property in Pinjarra which has been in the family for 170 years. He is predominantly a beef 
producer and has been farming for approximately 35 years. He is a Rotarian, is heavily 
involved in his local community and has sat on local government advisory committees. He is 
currently the deputy Chairman of the Frederick Irwin Anglican School Council. He supports 
the activities of the Beef Council and looks forward to participating in the delivery of an 
effective biosecurity system in WA. 

Mr Jim Motter has owned and operated a cattle station in the Kimberley for many years, 
supplying cattle into the Indonesian Live Export trade. Jim is actively involved in pastoral and 
associated industry groups. 

Cattle IFS Annual  Report 2011/12 
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Since the introduction of the IFS in 2010, the Industry Management Committee (IMC) has 
governed the collection, management and use of industry funds to deliver a biosecurity 
Scheme that benefits the Western Australian cattle industry. 

During the 2011/12 year, the IMC held four ordinary meetings and one teleconference, 
and worked on a number of key activities throughout the year: 

First year review of the IFS: The IFS regulations state that, after one year of operation, 
the IFS regulations, the operation of the Scheme and the benefits of the Scheme to the 
cattle industry must be independently assessed. 

In conjunction with the Grains, Seeds and Hay, and Sheep and Goats IFSs, ACIL 
Tasman consultancy was appointed to undertake the review. Industry, the IMCs and 
DAFWA were consulted during the review, which took place during May-June 2012. The 
final report is available at www.biosecurity.wa.gov.au. 

Compliance with the IFS regulations: The IMC has actively monitored the remittance of 
contributions by stock agents and cattle processors to ensure compliance with the 
regulations and maximise the funds available to address biosecurity issues of concern to 
the industry. Where discrepancies occurred, the Department of Agriculture and Food (on 
behalf of the IMC) followed this up with the agents/processors to successfully resolve the 
situation. 

Appointment of seventh IMC member: In April 2012, the Minister for Agriculture and 
Food appointed a seventh member to the Cattle Industry Management Committee – Mr 
Craig Forsyth. Nominations for the position were assessed by an Appointments 
Committee (also appointed by the Minister) in March 2012, and recommendations made 
to the Minister. 

3. IMC Activities 

 

 

 

Communication activities 

● Presentations  at  industry 
forums, meetings 

● Information brochures available 
at major field days and  industry 
events 

● Several media releases resulting 
in articles in the rural press 

● Articles  in  regional  AgMemos 
and other industry newsletters 

● Continued  maintenance  of  the 
IFS  information  on  the 
Biosecurity  WA  website 
(www.biosecurity.wa.gov.au) 
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Determination of 2012/13 Scheme: At 
its April 2012 meetings, the IMC 
confirmed the continuation of the bovine 
Johne’s disease and enzootic bovine 
leucosis surveillance programs into 
2012/2013. Additionally, the IMC agreed 
to fund the costs of laboratory 
investigations into bovine tuberculosis. 
To fund the programs, a contribution 
rate of 20 cents per head/carcass was 
recommended to the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food, to apply to the 
sale of cattle produced within the WA. 
The area of operation for the Scheme 
and the contribution rate has not 
changed from previous years. 

The Minister endorsed the program, 
contribution rates and the area of 
operation, which were published in the 
Government Gazette (no. 90, 8 June 
2012). 
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Key points from the first year 
review of the IFS 

● The Schemes were considered to 
be operating successfully. 

● General industry acceptance of 
the Schemes. 

● Increased clarity of the role/
responsibilities of the IMCs is 
required. 

● Improved reporting to industry, 
communication with the 
Minister and planning of 
programs was recommended. 
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Research and Development: In May 2011, the IMC agreed 
to establish a research and development funding program 
drawn from the interest on the previous Cattle Industry 
Compensation Fund (ex-CICF). This money, which was 
originally collected via a ‘transaction charge’ under the Cattle 
Industry Compensation Act 1965 (CICA), was transferred to 
the IFS with the repeal of the CICA and commencement of the 
Industry Funding Scheme regulations in 2010. 

Previously, the WA cattle industry has supported the use of 
the annual interest from these funds for industry-based 
research and development (R&D). 

At the August and November 2011 meetings, the IMC agreed 
to a competitive funding process with firm criteria to ensure 
quality R&D that would benefit the WA cattle industry. 

A call for preliminary project proposals was initiated in 
February 2012 for projects that aimed to: 

•Increase productivity/profitability; 

•Develop sustainable industry practice; 

•Promote market success; 

•Enhance industry capability; 

•Improve cattle health; and/or 

•Improve cattle industry biosecurity. 

Projects would be funded from the annual interest accrued on 
the ex-CICF funds, for up to three years for a maximum of 
$50,000 per year. 

Nineteen preliminary proposals were received. These were 
assessed by a Technical Panel of industry and scientific 
representatives, and a shortlist of seven proposals was 
recommended to the IMC. The IMC discussed these in April 
2012, and requested full project proposals from four 
proponents. 

The four full project proposals were assessed by the 
Technical Panel. The IMC agreed with the Panel’s 
recommendations to fund two three-year projects, beginning 1 
July 2012: 
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Release  and  evaluation  of  the  Parkinsonia  looper  in 
Western Australia – CSIRO 

Parkinsonia  is one of Australia's  twenty Weeds of National 
Significance, largely due to its impact on the northern cattle 
industry. 

Infestations  exclude  the  herbaceous  layer,  interfere  with 
stock  management,  impede  stock  access  to  water  and 
provide refuges for feral pigs. 

A new biocontrol agent, the parkinsonia looper Eueupithecia 
cisplatensis, will be tested to determine  its ability to reduce 
the  negative  impacts  of  the weed  by  reducing  the  density 
and vigour of parkinsonia infestations. 
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Increasing the efficiency of phosphorus utilisation in kikuyu
‐based pasture systems (improving the cost of production) 
– Department of Agriculture and Food WA 

This project aims to improve the cost of production for beef 
enterprises  across  the  southern  and  western  beef 
production zone. 

It  will  do  this  by  improving  the  efficiency  of  phosphate 
fertiliser use in kikuyu based pastures. 

This will reduce  the cost of production  for beef enterprises 
and potentially reduce the export of phosphorus  from beef 
dominated agricultural landscapes to waterways. 



14  

Cattle IFS Annual Report 2011/12 

The independent review of the three Industry Funding Schemes highlighted the continued support of the Schemes by WA 
producers, stating ‘that after nearly two years of operation the IFSs are operating successfully in terms of grower acceptance’. 
Some areas of improvement were identified, which the IMCs are addressing. 

• Formalise and make transparent engagement between the IMCs and the Minister: 
The IMCs will provide formal correspondence to the Minister on all items for 
decision. 

• Appointment of the IMC: A staggered process for the appointment of new committee 
members will be put in place, as will a mechanism to govern the appointment, term 
of office and duties of the Chairperson. 

• Planning: In partnership with DAFWA, a planning process will be undertaken to 
formally establish goals, a statement of roles and the capacity for the Scheme to 
deal with a new outbreak or biosecurity risk. 

• Relationship with DAFWA: Reporting structures will be formalised within the 
contracts between DAFWA 
and the IMC for the delivery of 
programs. 

The review concluded that the 
value of the Schemes is most 
likely to be in the capacity of 
each to reduce the impact of an 
incursion or outbreak of a threat 
if it occurs—the insurance value. 

 

4. Effectiveness of the Scheme 
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Figure 1. Number of producers opting out of the Industry Funding Schemes. 

 

A  total  of  $169,753  in 
contributions  to  the  Cattle 
Industry  Funding  Scheme,  from 
the  sale  of  848,765  head/
carcasses,  were  received  during 
2011/12. 

 

12  producers  opted  out  of  the 
Scheme in 2011/12, compared to 
29  who  opted  out  in  2010/11 
(Figure  1).  The  declining  rate  of 
producers  opting  out  may  be 
indicative  of  the  value  of  the 
Scheme to the cattle industry. 

 

Of  the  12  producers  that  opted 
out  of  the  Scheme  in  2011/12, 
three applied for a refund of their 
contributions.  These  refunds 
amounted to $113. 
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An analysis of the collection rate for Cattle IFS contributions 
during 2011/12 indicates an 80% collection of Cattle IFS 
contributions. The analysis uses sales/export data from the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Department of Agriculture 
and Food WA, Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions SA, Western Australian Meat Industry Authority and 
the National Livestock Reporting Service to estimate the 
number of ‘chargeable sales’ that have taken place during 
the year. It must be stressed that there are limitations to the 
analysis, as data to estimate the total number of chargeable 
sales is not available for: 

• private sales (e.g. farmer to farmer); 

• sales whereby cattle are moved interstate via Kununurra 
or the Tanami Road; and 

• cattle slaughtered interstate (other than those captured 
via the Ceduna Checkpoint tally). 

This means the number of chargeable sales will always be 
underestimated. 

For 2011/12, the estimated number of cattle sales on which 
IFS contributions were payable was 1,055,464; however, 
contributions were paid on 845,548 cattle during the year—
that is, contributions were paid on 80% of sales. Factors that 
can account for this discrepancy include: 

• Contributions collected toward the end of the financial 
year (i.e. June 2012) may not be processed until the 
following financial year. 

• Failure of agents/processors to collect and remit 
contributions. 

• Failure of owners of livestock that sell to exporters to 
forward contributions. 

Due to the difficulties in accurately estimating the number of 
chargeable sales, the IMC regularly monitors the 
contributions being paid to the IFS to ensure the regular and 
correct remittance of contributions from agents and 
processors. 

On recommendation from the first-year review of the 
Schemes, the Cattle Industry Funding Scheme regulations1 
will be amended so as to enable the collection and 
remittance of contributions by exporters. That is, exporters 
will be responsible for the collection and remittance of IFS 
contributions on any cattle purchased from a grower, rather 
than the grower. 

The IMC would like to stress that, until the regulations are 
changed, the owners of stock sold to persons other than 
agents or processors (for example, to exporters or to other 
growers) are required to pay the IFS contributions, as per the 
regulations. 

1 Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Industry Funding Scheme  
  (Cattle) Regulations 2010 

Cattle IFS Annual  Report 2011/12 
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5. 2011/2012 Biosecurity Programs 

Contributions  collected  via  the  Cattle  IFS were  used  for  a  surveillance  program  to maintain Western  Australia’s  ‘Area  of 
Freedom’  status  for bovine  Johne’s disease  in  cattle herds and enzootic bovine  leucosis  in  licensed dairy  cattle herds. The 
program was delivered under contract by DAFWA at a total cost of $18,401. 

Surveillance for enzootic bovine leucosis 

Enzootic bovine leucosis (EBL) is an infectious viral disease of 
cattle, with no known treatment or vaccine available at this time. All 
Australian States are working toward freedom from EBL for all their 
dairy herds. This is primarily due to the perception that milk or dairy 
products may become contaminated with EBL and may impact on 
human health. 

As per the EBL National Standard Definitions and Rules, to 
maintain ‘EBL-Free’ status, dairy herds require one negative Bulk 
Milk Tank EBL test every year. In 2011/12, testing for EBL was 
carried out for all of Western Australia’s 190 dairy herds, with no 
EBL detected. 

A further 16,341 EBL tests were conducted for export cattle by the 
Animal Health Laboratory, with one positive result from a beef cow 
originating in the pastoral region. As part of the control effort, the 
origin of the animal was retraced to make sure there was no 
potential for infection of a dairy herd with EBL. 

Western Australia’s dairy herds continue to maintain an ‘EBL 
Provisionally Free’ status. The main risk to EBL Freedom is the 
introduction of infection from beef herds. Cattle being moved from 
untested herds require an EBL test before being introduced to a 
new herd. This message was promoted through the EBL program. 
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Application  for  funding  to  support  Livestock  Production 
Assurance 

At  the  meeting  held  in  August  2011,  the  IMC  was  asked  by 
DAFWA  to  consider  funding  a  two‐year  educational  extension 
program  to  help  producers  understand  and  meet  Livestock 
Production Assurance (LPA) accreditation criteria. 

Although  the  IMC  believe  that  it  is  an  important  issue,  the 
application  for  funding  was  declined.  The  IMC  recommended 
clearer  project  outcomes  and  activities  to  fully  deliver  the 
outcomes. 

Cattle IFS Annual  Report 2011/12 

Surveillance for bovine Johne’s disease 

Bovine Johne’s disease (BJD) is a chronic wasting disease of 
cattle caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium 
paratuberculosis. The disease has a long incubation period 
and is spread by infected animals. BJD reduces production 
levels even before symptoms are apparent. There is no 
treatment for BJD. 

Western Australia continues to be nationally-recognised as a 
BJD Free Zone, with no infected, or suspected infected, herds 
of cattle, goats, deer, camelids, buffalo or bison in the State. 
Having a ‘BJD Free’ status enables WA producers to trade 
within the State and into other Australian States without 
restrictions. The Cattle IFS-funded BJD surveillance program 
is essential to providing evidence of Western Australia’s 
freedom from BJD. 

In 2011/2012, diagnostic investigations were carried out on 10 
herds with one or more animals showing signs consistent with 
BJD infection. In all cases, BJD was excluded from the 
diagnoses by definitive testing. 

BJD ELISA tests were carried out on blood samples from 
4,429 blood tests were carried out on export cattle, with 17 
testing positive for BJD. Of these, two animals were retested 
negative; twelve met the northern risk assessment criteria; 
and one was slaughtered and the suspicion of BJD resolved 
by tissue culture. 

Suspect bovine tuberculosis 

Three cattle in a consignment tested for export had reactions 
to the tuberculin skin test. The cattle were slaughtered and the 
tissues cultured with negative results. From this situation, the 
IMC agreed to provide IFS support for the costs of laboratory 
investigations related to bovine tuberculosis in 2012/13. 
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6. 2011/2012 Programs Funded via ex-CICF Funds 

With  the  repeal of  the Cattle  Industry Compensation Act 1965  (CICA) and commencement of  the  Industry Funding Scheme 
regulations under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, funds from the Cattle Industry Compensation Fund 
(CICF), a fund established under CICA, were transferred to the Cattle IFS. These ‘ex‐CICF’ funds are now managed by the Cattle 
IMC and can be used for projects that will benefit the Western Australian cattle industry. 

During 2011/12 a portion of the  interest accrued on these  funds was used to support the Western Australian National Live‐
stock Identification System (NLIS) Helpdesk. The project was delivered by DAFWA at a total cost of $103,837. 

National Livestock Identification System Helpdesk 
In May 2011, the IMC agreed to provide one year of funding to 
operate the Western Australian National Livestock 
Identification System (NLIS) Helpdesk. The funds to undertake 
this were used from the ex-CICF funds, as IFS funds may only 
be used for projects relating to a pest or disease that has been 
specified under the IFS regulations. 

The NLIS is an industry program that has been implemented 
across Australia. All industry sectors are required to comply 
with the NLIS regulations to provide lifetime traceability of 
cattle in the event of a disease outbreak or residue 
contamination. It allows the rapid resolution of incidents, 
reduces the financial impact on the industry and minimises the 
disruption to markets. 
The Helpdesk provides a WA-based service that helps WA 
producers to meet their NLIS responsibilities. 

Table 1. Helpdesk enquiries from 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012. 

Region  Phone  Email  Total 

Pastoral area  296  266  562 

Agricultural area  2,927  1,843  4,770 

Total  3,223  2,019  5,332 
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During 2011/12, the WA NLIS Helpdesk responded to 5,332 
telephone and email enquiries (Table 1). About 5% of 
enquiries were from small landholders. 

Over the year the main topics for assistance have 
changed—initially, many enquiries were basic issues 
relating to the NLIS itself but as producers became more 
familiar with the system, assistance has focused on issues 
that stem from using the system. 

Based on NLIS records, more producers are using the 
system correctly. The assistance provided by the Helpdesk 
was undoubtedly an important factor in this. 

In March 2012, the IMC agreed to fund the WA Helpdesk for 
a further 12 months to 30 June 2013. During this period the 
IMC recommended that a plan be developed to phase-out 
the WA Helpdesk, or alternative funding sources be sought 
for the project post June 2013. It is the IMCs belief that the 
project may begin to duplicate the National NLIS Helpdesk, 
and that a State-based helpdesk is only necessary over the 
short-term to help producers in the early stages of NLIS 
implementation. 
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The IFS finances are administered by the Director General of DAFWA through an agency special purpose account called the 
Cattle Industry Declared Pest Control and Compensation Account (the IFS Account), which was established by regulation 
under the Financial Management Act 2006. The department manages these funds on behalf of the IMC and prepares quarterly 
financial reports and end of financial year statements. 

7. 2011/2012 Financial Details 

• After the first year of operation, the balance of the IFS Account 
on 1 July 2011 was $5,879,796. This included $5,683,427 of ex-
CICA funds and $196,369 of IFS funds. However, no program 
delivery expenses had been paid at this time. These totalled 
$26,408 for the 2010/11 year. If the total 2010/11 expenses were 
subtracted from the income, the effective balance for the 2010/11 
year would have been $5,853,388. 

• Similarly, for the 2011/12 financial year, the balance on 30 June 
2012 was $6,150,147. Outstanding payments of $5,561 for the  
2011/12 disease surveillance program, $22,525 for the NLIS 
Helpdesk and $113 for 2011/12 opt-out refunded contributions 
means the balance of the account would have been $6,121,948. 

• Table 1 shows the effective income, expenditure and balance for 
the Cattle IFS in 2011/12. The funds have been split into the 
current IFS funds and the previous CICF funds that were 
transferred to the IFS in 2010. 
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Actual balance at 1 July 2011  5,879,796 

2010/11 disease surveillance   ‐26,408 

Effective balance at 1 July 2011  5,853,388 

2011/12 INCOME    

Contributions  169,753 

Interest revenue  232,773 

2011/12 EXPENSES   

2011/12 disease surveillance   ‐12,840 

IMC activities  ‐11,615 

Actual balance at 30 June 2012  6,150,147 

Opt‐out refunds  ‐113 

2011/12 disease surveillance   ‐5,561 

Effective balance at 30 June 2012  6,121,948 

Table 1. (see also Appendix A)    

5,683,427 

 

5,683,427 

 

 

230,873 

 

 

‐163 

5,832,825 

 

 

5,810,300 

 

196,369 

‐26,408 

169,961 

 

169,753 

1,900 

 

‐12,840 

‐11,452 

317,322 

‐113 

‐5,561 

311,648 

  IFS  Ex‐CICF  Total 

2011/12 NLIS Helpdesk    ‐81,312  ‐81,312 

2011/12 NLIS Helpdesk    ‐22,525  ‐22,525 

• Industry contributions to the IFS totalling $169,753 
were received by DAFWA in 2011/12. However, $113 
of this was reimbursed to growers that had opted out 
of the Scheme. These reimbursements took place 
after 30 June 2012 even though they  elate to the 
2011/12 financial year. 

• The funds accrued a total of $232,773 interest during 
2011/12. 

• The activities of the IMC, such as travel and 
committee meeting costs, resulted in expenditure of 
$11,615. 
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In partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Food 
WA, the Cattle IMC will continue to manage and monitor the 
programs it has in place to monitor bovine Johne’s disease, 
enzootic bovine leucosis and bovine tuberculosis in Western 
Australia, and also to fund the WA NLIS Helpdesk. In early 
2013, the IMC will help DAFWA identify and develop a plan for 
the potential phase-out of the Helpdesk by 30 June 2013. 

The IMC will oversee the use of the annual interest accrued on 
the ex-CICF funds for the two research and development 
projects funded from 1 July 2012: 

• Increasing the efficiency of phosphorus utilisation in 
kikuyu-based pasture systems (improving the cost of 
production) – Department of Agriculture and Food WA. 

• Release and evaluation of the Parkinsonia looper in 
Western Australia – CSIRO. 

The results of these projects will be shared with industry 
through the Cattle IFS annual reporting process and through 
each project’s extension activities. The IMC anticipates that 
calls for R&D project proposals will take place in February-
March each year. Applications will be assessed by a Technical 
Panel with advice to the IMC on the benefit of the projects to 
the West Australian cattle industry. 

8. Future directions for 2012/13 
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Information on the previous R&D projects funded through the   
CICF, prior to the commencement of the Cattle Industry Funding 
Scheme, will be made available on the Cattle IFS website (see 
Appendix B). This will allow the industry to access information 
and results from these industry-funded projects. 

The final report from the first-year review of the Schemes—
Industry funded biosecurity management in Western Australia: A 
review of the Western Australian industry funded biosecurity 
management Schemes— will be made available to all producers 
through the Biosecurity WA website. 

The IMC will undertake comprehensive planning to address the 
areas for improvement identified in the first-year review of the 
Schemes. This planning will include formalising the goals for the 
Scheme and the roles of the committee members. The capacity 
for the Scheme to deal with a new outbreak or biosecurity risk will 
be identified. 

The Cattle Industry Funding Scheme is an industry-controlled 
scheme. As such, the IMC always welcomes industry feedback 
on the Scheme, its programs and cattle biosecurity issues in 
general. Industry can contact the IMC at any time through the 
Executive Officer, or via the ‘Contact Us’ form on the Biosecurity 
WA website (see Appendix B). The IMC is keen to hear of the 
industry’s views on the risks and opportunities within the 
biosecurity arena, and members are available to participate in 
industry forums, meetings and field days to discuss the Schemes 
and answer any questions from industry 
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Appendix A—Additional Financial Details 

Table  2:  Cattle  IFS  balance  sheet  at  30 
June 2012. 
CURRENT ASSETS  $ 
Inventories  0 

Cash assets  6,093,932 

Receivables  0 

Accrued interest receivable  56,217 

Loan  0 

Total administered assets  6,150,149 

CURRENT LIABILITIES    

Payables  0 

Total administered liabilities  0 

EQUITY  6,150,149 

Table 1: Cattle IFS finances for the period ending 30 June 2012   

EXPENSES  IFS  Ex‐CICF  TOTAL   

Programs:          AThe cost of the 2010/11 
program was withdrawn from 
the account in the 2011/12 
financial year. 
  
BIncluding the fourth quarter 
reimbursements to DAFWA 
(paid after 30 June 2012), the 
total cost for the 2011/12 
programs were $18,401 
(disease surveillance) and 
$103,837 (NLIS Helpdesk). 

Disease surveillance (2010/11)  26,408     26,408A 
Disease surveillance (2011/12)  12,840     12,840B 
NLIS Helpdesk     81,312  81,312B 

Other expenses          
Board member fees  5,910     5,910 
Travel expenses  841     841 
Meeting expenses  4,683     4,683 
Equipment     163  163 
Postage  18     18 

Total administered expenses  50,700  81,475  132,175    

INCOME           CContributions totalled 
$169,640 after $113 of 
2011/12 opt‐out 
reimbursements were paid 
(payments made after 30 June 
2012). 

Contributions  169,753     169,753C 

Interest revenue  1,900  230,873  232,773 

Total administered income  171,653  230,873  402,526 

NET COST OF SERVICE (credit)  120,953D  149,398  270,351  DTaking into account A, B and 
C above, the net cost of the 
IFS service for 2011/12 was 
$141,687 (credit). 
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Appendix B—Industry Funding Scheme Resource List 

Further resources relating to the Cattle Industry Funding Scheme (and other Industry Funding Schemes) can be found at 
www.biosecurity.wa.gov.au including: 

• Access to an Online Feedback Form (for general and specific industry / community feedback on the Industry Funding 
Schemes).  

• Information flyers for each of the Industry Funding Schemes, and a summary brochure about the Schemes as a whole . 

• The sets of Regulations enabling the Industry Funding Scheme (Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Industry Funding 
Scheme (Cattle) Regulations 2010. Western Australian Government Gazette no. 87, p 2093. 21 May 2010). . 

• Terms of Reference for the Industry Management Committees . 

• Media releases  

• Links to the Western Australian Government Gazette publishing the annual notice of the IFS. 

• Notice of Opt-Out form. 

• Refund Request Form (for those that opted out of the Scheme). 

• Summary of Contributions Deducted Form (for use by agents and processors when forwarding the contributions collected to 
the Industry Funding Scheme)  

• Report on the outcomes of community consultation prior to initiation of the Industry Funding Schemes. 

• Report on the independent review of the IFSs. 

• Information on the R&D funding 

For more information, please contact:  
Rebecca Heath (Executive Officer) 
Department of Agriculture and Food WA 
75 York Rd (PO Box 483) 
Northam  WA  6401 
T: 08 9690 2000 
E: rebecca.heath@agric.wa.gov.au 
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