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To whomever it may concern, 

 

I have attached my submission for the proposed changes to the Dog Act. 

 

Regards 

 

Jaahnavi Cheyyur 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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15th April 2019  
 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development  
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation  
Animal Welfare Regulation  
Locked Bag 4  
Bentley Delivery Centre WA 6983  
 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing to you today as a past client of The Holistic Hound Dog Training based in Perth, WA to oppose 
some of the new standards proposed in the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health and Welfare of Dogs 
in WA, specifically those outlined below; 

The flat ban on prong collars  
S12.2 Prong collars must not be used on a dog.  

The adjustments to the accepted method of use of Electronic Collars, points (a) & (b) 
S13.1 An electronic collar must only be used on a dog in accordance with the 
generally accepted method of use. For the purposes of these Standards, the 
generally accepted method of use includes: 
(a) if a reasonable and documented effort has been made to use other 
training techniques to modify behaviour and these have not been 
effective; 
(b) a veterinarian has examined the health and temperament of the dog 
and reasonably believes that the dog is suitable to wear an electronic  
collar.  
 
I think it should also be mentioned, while not a proposed new standard, the guideline regarding a 2 hour 
maximum on crating as per G4.1 I believe is also unrealistic for many people. Crating a dog for a longer period 
as part of a wider program and adequate mental and physical stimulation for the dog is often a measure to keep a 
dog safe, and maintain high structure and quality of training, as well as used at many dog clubs and events to 
ensure safety in an environment with multiple dogs present. Our Golden Retriever absolutely loves his crate and 
has been crated for long periods of time - especially while he’s sleeping or while we are out of the house. This is 
much safer than leaving him in the backyard (especially during odd hours of the day/night) where we have the 
worries of him escaping the yard, or being bitten by insects or even ingesting something he shouldn’t have. The 
crate keeps him safe and gives structure to his routine. 

Our Golden was a highly anxious puppy who had separation anxiety to the point where we had to sleep with 
him on our living room otherwise he would not go to bed. He was also an extreme puller on walks especially 
when he saw other dogs. When he was about 10 months old, he was attacked in Jan Hammond Park by an Akita 
Inu - it was unprovoked and the owners didn’t have control over their dog who wasn’t even wearing a collar! 
Our family decided then it was a good idea to invest in training our dog to listen to a heel and recall command to 
ensure his safety around other dogs. Positive-only reinforcement did not work with him, as he is anxious and 
fixator - it is extremely hard to get and KEEP his attention with only treats. We used the prong collar and an e-
collar to train him on his walks, his recall ability and to learn to love his crate. He does not pull on walks 
anymore, his separation anxiety has been massively reduced (with him finally being able to sleep on his own) 
and behaving around other dogs as well - showing a lot of impulse control which he previously didn’t have.  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I used to be avidly opposed to both prong collars and e collars after reading bad reviews for them online, and 
when our first trainer suggesting using them (without positive reinforcement), I was rather hesitant. However, 
after switching our trainer to Lorri from Holistic Hounds, she completely assured us that the prong and e collars 
were completely safe to use as long as we were using them CORRECTLY! The tools are not meant to be 
negative for the dog - we were meant to always use positive reinforcement in conjunction with the correction we 
have with the two collars. The tools are meant to be used fairly and gently on the dog, and before we tried it on 
our pup, she actually made us try in on our skin to see what it felt like - so we knew we weren’t hurting him! We 
were so grateful for the new tools she’d given us - we truly feel it has benefitted us so much!  

The prong being banned would be extremely detrimental for our dog’s quality of life - it is the only way we can 
walk him safely. He is a really strong dog and he would definitely hurt both us and himself if we used a normal 
collar or even a harness. There are multiple stories of dogs having injuries on the neck from pulling too hard on 
their collars and even front leg problems with the harness. The prong collar is designed so that is applies equal 
pressure to all parts of the neck so all the force doesn’t hit the dogs throat - which in the end is actually safer. 
My dog is active and loves his walks - and I just don’t think he’d be able to have the same quality of life without 
it frankly. We know it works for him, it would just be a waste of time, money and effort to again try positive 
training to fail and then get a vet to sign off for it. At the end of the day, they’re educated to treat the dog and 
take care of their health, not their behaviour, while there are specific people for behavioural issues for dogs who 
are actually qualified to help us with these issues (Lorri being one of them!) 

Again, I’d like to reiterate that the prong collar and e collar have improved my dog’s quality of life so much - it 
would be such a shame to have them banned and then our dog relapsing into his anxious self without the 
amazing structure provided by all the tools mentioned above.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I would be happy to substantiate the above information by 
answering any questions or submit further if needed as I feel so strongly about this cause.  
 
Kind Regards,  

Jaahnavj Cheyyur 

Client of  
The Holistic Hound Dog Training  
Lauren Maslen (Owner-Operator)  

 
ABN: 38 322 407 514 
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