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Introduction 

Welcome to the CAWE Communiqué 

designed to provide stakeholders with 

updates from the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development 

(DPIRD) on Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies. The CAWE Communiqué will 

be distributed quarterly following the DPIRD 

Committee for Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies (CAWE) meetings and will be 

made available on the DPIRD webpage.  

November edition items 

 Exercise Equus & the State Support 

Plan – Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

 New DPIRD Incident & Emergency 

Management Branch 

 Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

webpage update 

 Consultation: Local Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies Plan: Guide and Template  

Exercise Equus & State Support Plan 

– Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

Held on 13 September, Exercise Equus 

brought together a number of organisations, 

primarily from the CAWE, to validate the 

State Support Plan – Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies (SSP – AWE). Engagement 

procedures within the SSP – AWE and the 

identification of roles and resources in 

support of the SSP – AWE were of 

particular focus.  

The discussion exercise raised valuable 

awareness of the SSP – AWE and the 

potential challenges faced when dealing 

with animal welfare issues in an 

emergency.  

The progress made by DPIRD’s 

communications team was highly 

recognised including the increase in 

prepared messaging and readily available 

content for relevant and timely 

communication. 

Post exercise, the SSP – AWE was revised 

considering lessons and feedback from the 

Exercise and DPIRD’s internal review, with 

the revised draft distributed to CAWE 

members for comment.  

The final revised SSP – AWE was 

submitted to the SEMC and approved in its 

entirety 22 November and published 

effective 25 November 2019 

 
State Support Plan – Animal Welfare in Emergencies Available at: 

 https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-
support-plans 

New DPIRD Incident & Emergency 
Management Branch 

The DPIRD Incident & Emergency 
Management Branch (I&EM) has been 
established to better recognise the broad 
and important emergency responsibilities of 
DPIRD. Headed up by Pam I’Anson, 
Director I&EM, the new branch expands on 
the previous team and aims to bring a more 
collaborative and coordinated approach to 
DPIRD’s emergency involvement. 
 
To contact I&EM please email: 
EmergencyManagement@dpird.wa.gov.au  
 

https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans
https://semc.wa.gov.au/emergency-management/plans/state-support-plans
mailto:EmergencyManagement@dpird.wa.gov.au
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Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

Webpage Update 

DPIRD continues to update its publically 

available content for animal welfare in 

emergencies. The latest page Engagement 

& Events now houses information on the 

CAWE and its corresponding emergency 

group the Animal Welfare Emergency 

Group (AWEG), and includes the terms of 

reference, meeting dates and the CAWE 

Communiqué.  

 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

  https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/animalwelfare/engagement-events 
 

The Engagement and Events page will 

display upcoming events relevant to animal 

welfare in Emergencies hosted by DPIRD 

or linking to relevant events to be held by 

CAWE members. 

The final page, Tools and Links, is 

expected in the coming months and will 

include the animal welfare in emergencies 

factsheet on Bushfire.  

Links to other useful sites and tools will be 

added as appropriate. 

 

Consultation: Local Animal Welfare 

in Emergencies Plan: Guide and 

Template  

The Local Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

Plan: Guide and Template was developed 

from the inaugural WA Local Government 

Animal Welfare in Emergencies 

Workshops, held in August, and attended 

by more than 30 different Local 

Government representatives. The 

workshops introduced participants to the 

importance of considering animals and their 

welfare in emergencies, highlighting the 

unique and sometimes challenging issues 

that arise. 

The Guide and Template has been 

prepared to assist Local Governments to 

develop a Local Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies Plan that is relevant to their 

area of responsibility, the risks they face 

and the community they support. It is 

intended as a tool, and Local Governments 

will be able to develop their own plans as 

best suits their needs, and will not be 

constrained by the Guide and Template.  

CAWE members and Local Governments 

have been invited to provide comment on 

the Guide and Template with consultation 

to close 18 February 2020.  

Local Governments are invited to provide 

comment on any aspect of the Guide and 

Template to Senior Policy Advisor 

Emergency Management, Evie Devitt-Rix or 

telephone 9213 2082 

Contact 

For further information or enquiries: 

Amanda Nardi-Wallace 

State Animal Welfare Emergency 

Coordinator | DPIRD 
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