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Introduction 

Welcome to the inaugural CAWE 

Communiqué designed to provide 

stakeholders with updates from the 

Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development (DPIRD) on 

Animal Welfare in Emergencies. The 

CAWE Communiqué will be distributed 

quarterly following the DPIRD 

Committee for Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies meetings and will be 

made available on the DPIRD 

webpage in future.  
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DPIRD’s role and the State 

Support Plan – Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies 

 

 

In March 2018 the State Emergency 

Management Committee (SEMC) 

formally assigned the role and 

responsibility for coordinating animal 

welfare services in emergencies as per 

State Emergency Management Policy 

statement 5.9.7.  

The State Support Plan – Animal 

Welfare in Emergencies (SSP – AWE) 

was prepared by DPIRD in 

collaboration with the SEMC, relevant 

hazard management agencies and the 

Animals in Emergencies Working 

Group under the sponsorship of the 

SEMC – Response Capability 

Subcommittee.  

While an owner or carer of an animal 

is responsible for the welfare of that 

animal, the purpose of the SSP – AWE 

is to document the WA State strategic 

arrangements for the coordination of 

animal welfare services during 

emergencies for the hazards listed in 

the Emergency Management Act 2005 

or prescribed within the Emergency 

Management Regulations 2006.  

The SEMC gave a conditional 

endorsement of the SSP – AWE as an 

interim plan which came into effect on 

13 March 2019 and can be access via 

the SEMC website. 

The key conditions of the interim 

endorsement are exercising the SSP – 

AWE within six months of approval 

and undertaking an initial review of the 

SSP – AWE within nine months of 

approval (Section 1.7 SSP – AWE).  

https://semc.wa.gov.au/Pages/Support-Functions.aspx
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Committee for Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies 

As part of DPIRD’s ongoing 

commitment to build capability and 

capacity in support of the SSP – AWE, 

the Committee for Animal Welfare in 

Emergencies (CAWE) was established 

in February 2019. 

The CAWE is a multi-agency forum to 

promote communication and 

collaboration and the integration of 

animal welfare consideration into 

emergency management. 

Representation on the CAWE 

includes: 

 Emergency management sector 

organisations (operational and 

policy) 

 Wildlife sector 

 Commercial livestock sector 

 Equestrian sector (sport and 

community) 

 Companion animal welfare 

 Local government 

 Veterinary sector 

The CAWE will meet quarterly with key 

updates to be published in the 

following CAWE Communiqué.  

Further information on the CAWE can 

be requested via the Executive Officer 

at sawec@dpird.wa.gov.au.  

 

Exercise EQUUS 

 

To meet the interim SSP – AWE 

conditional requirements, DPIRD and 

SEMC Business Unit submitted the 

proposed scope for Exercise EQUUS 

to the SEMC in March.  

The exercise is intended for 13 

September and will be focused on the 

engagement of the SSP – AWE for an 

emergency occurring within the 

metropolitan region, of such a 

significant size as to require State level 

coordination.  

Exercise EQUUS will be a scenario 

based discussion exercise and it is 

likely that members of the CAWE will 

be invited to participate. 

The exercise will be used to assist in 

reviewing the SSP – AWE and 

recommendations from the exercise, 

not captured by the review, will be 

directed to the CAWE to discuss. 

SEMC has approved the proposed 

exercise scope and DPIRD will 

continue to collaborate with the SEMC 

Business Unit to develop and deliver 

the September exercise.  

mailto:sawec@dpird.wa.gov.au
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Severe Tropical Cyclone 

Veronica 

 
www.bom.gov.au Bureau of Meteorology 

http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/sevwx/wa/watc20
190318.shtml 

 

A tropical low formed north of WA on 

18 March, developing into the Severe 

Tropical Cyclone (STC) Veronica 

(category 4) by 21 March located 

approximately 400km north of Port 

Hedland. Veronica followed a slow 

southerly track towards the Pilbara 

coast and on 24 March, Veronica 

reached ~100km west of Port Hedland 

and ~50km off the coast. 

Veronica remained almost stationary 

for 24 hours resulting in a prolonged 

period of destructive winds, very heavy 

rainfall and significant storm surge 

before weakening on 25 March and 

tracking west. Veronica was 

downgraded to a low on 26 March. 

As the first incident to reach an 

emergency situation and State level 

coordination since the SSP – AWE 

came into effect, it was an opportunity 

to put the arrangements into action. 

DPIRD provided representation at 

multiple levels both in the metropolitan 

area and regionally to the incident 

including: 

 State Emergency Coordination 

Group 

 All Hazards Liaison Group 

 State Operations Centre 

 Operational Area Support Group 

 Pilbara Regional Operations Centre 

 Local and State Recovery 

Coordination Groups 

DPIRD provided updated animal 

welfare messaging to be included with 

DFES blue, amber and green alerts on 

emergencyWA. This messaging was 

also provided to the regional 

commercial livestock industry group, 

the Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s 

Association (KPCA), for consistency. 

DPIRD actively engaged with KPCA, 

Pastoralists and Graziers Association 

(PGA) and the affected pastoralists 

throughout the emergency to monitor 

the developing situation and to 

establish avenues for support. This 

included identifying potential resources 

for post impact assessment including 

aerial assessments.  

DPIRD engaged with the impacted 

local governments, identifying potential 

arrangements for companion animals 

and providing representation on local 

incident management and recovery 

groups. Prior to Veronica’s impact, 

DPIRD began identifying potential 

resources including veterinary support 

that could be engaged if required.  

Due to the slow movement of 

Veronica, the impact to the region was 

less than initially anticipated and more 

localised. For animal welfare, impacts 

were predominately livestock with 

estimates of 1000-2000 cattle deaths.  

There were minimal reports of 

companion animal or horse impacts 

and the capability of the owners or 

carers was sufficient to be resourced 

http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/sevwx/wa/watc20190318.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/sevwx/wa/watc20190318.shtml
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locally. DPIRD responded to one 

public enquiry from a horse owner and 

advised them of their responsibility and 

options for care post evacuation to a 

temporary facility. 

DPIRD continued to provide 

representation on a number of 

management and recovery groups and 

assisted in coordinating pastoralists 

attaining access for the purpose of 

animal welfare assessment and 

attained a vehicle exemption licence 

with Department of Transport for 

carcass disposal. DPIRD continued its 

role in contributing to the recovery 

impact assessment for agriculture and 

its responsibility for the Disaster 

Recovery Funding Arrangements – 

Western Australia (DRFA-WA). 

The animal welfare related response 

and recovery to Severe Tropical 

Cyclone Veronica, reflected the 

arrangements documented in the SSP 

– AWE and the requirement for a 

collaborative approach. The presence 

of DPIRD at multiple levels as part of 

the State emergency management 

arrangements was effective in opening 

the communication pathways and 

allow DPIRD to provide assistance 

when requested to assist the 

owner/carer in undertaking their 

responsibility for their animal’s welfare. 

Local Government Workshop 

DPIRD and the Western Australian 

Local Government Association 

(WALGA) are teaming up to host a 

workshop on Animal Welfare in  

Emergencies for local governments.  

The workshop will offer the opportunity 

to learn about integrating animal 

welfare considerations in the 

development of plans, policies and 

procedures and the benefits it has for 

building community resilience for 

emergencies. Participants will have the 

chance to network and learn from case 

studies and experienced professionals 

on planning for and responding to 

animal welfare in emergencies.  

The first workshop will be held in the 

metropolitan area with a second to 

follow in a yet to be confirmed regional 

location both on the week 19th-23rd 

August 2019. Local Government can 

express their interest in attending 

either the metropolitan or regional 

(suggestions welcome) workshop to 

Amanda Nardi-Wallace via email 

sawec@dpird.wa.gov.au.  

Contact 

For further information or enquiries: 

Amanda Nardi-Wallace 

State Animal Welfare Emergency 

Coordinator | DPIRD 
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