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Summary 

Species on VPC List 2007?     Yes 

Species on the live import list (EPBC Act 1999)?  Yes (Boa constrictor occidentalis only) 

Risk of establishment:     Extreme (Page et al. 2008) 

Pathways:  Intentional (illegal trade) 

Unintentional (stowaway)   

Key Messages 

Introduction pathway – Intentional via legal wildlife trade. Possibility of accidental stowaway 

Impact to Economy – Risk to livestock and poultry aquaculture industries.  

Impact to Environment – predates on native species and potentially transmits disease 

 

Classification 

Boa constrictor (Linnaeus 1758)  

Class:  Reptilia  

Order:  Squamata 

Family:  Serpentes 

Genus:  Boa 

Species:  constrictor 

There are 11 recognised sub-species of Boa 
constrictor: 

amarali, constrictor, imperator, longicauda, 
melanogaster, Mexicana, nebulosa, 
occidentalis, orophias, ortoni and sabogae 
(Peters and Orejas-Miranda 1986; Price and 
Russo 1991; Reed and Rodda 2009) 

Common names 

Red-tailed boa, common boa, ampalagua, 
bigoya, masacuate Figure 1. Boa constrictor Photo: Eduardo Santos  

(CC BY 2.0) 



 

 

2  Invasive Animals CRC 

 

Biology and Ecology 

 

Identification 

The Boa constrictor is one of the world’s largest snakes. Adults typically reach 3 m in length 
in the wild (Boback 2006; Savage 2002), although captive individuals can attain up to 5 m and 
weigh in excess of 45 kg (Bartlett and Wagner 2009; Martins and Oliveira 1998; Reed and 
Rodda 2009). At birth, young are 0.3 to 0.6 m long, with length varying according to the size 
of the mother (Bertona and Chiaraviglio 2003).They generally grow rapidly and reach 
reproductive age within 2 years (Schuett et al. 2005). Growth usually stops at age three in 
males, and age five in females (Bertona and Chiaraviglio 2003). 

 

Figure 2 Boa constrictor Photo: Carlos Díaz (CC BY 2.0) 

 

There are currently no longevity records from wild populations (Reed and Rodda 2009).though 
they are potentially long-lived, with estimates of around 20 years (Lindemann and Harding 
2009). Captive boas tend to live longer than wild ones, sometimes by as much as 10 to 15 
years (Stafford 1986). Records indicate that captive individuals can live around 39-40 years 
(Greene 1983; Snider et al. 1992).   
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Colouration is varied particularly between subspecies, however, identification from other 
large-bodies constrictors is straightforward (Reed and Rodda 2009). Most have a dorsal stripe 
that runs from the snout to the back of the head (Boback and Siefferman 2010). They also 
have a dark triangle between the snout and eye then extends downward towards the jaw. 
Dorsal background is typically cream or brown and occasionally tan, green, red or yellow 
(Ernst and Ernst 2003). Prominent reddish-brown saddle-shaped dorsal markings edged in 
black or cream becomes more conspicuous towards the tail (Langhammer 1983). Dark 
rhomboid-shaped markings are present along the sides of the body, and smaller spots may be 
present over the entire body. Neonate and juvenile boas have similar markings to the adults, 
although the colour saturation and contrast is usually greater (McDiarmid et al. 1999). 
Colouration changes over multiple shedding cycles. However, there are no visible 
thermoreceptive pits that open to the environment and no enlarged scales on the top or 
lateral head surfaces, other than slightly enlarged nasals near the tip of the snout (Henderson 
2004). 

Boas on islands tend to smaller than their mainland conspecifics and have different head 
shapes and patterns. Island boas are generally half the length and 20% the mass of mainland 
boas (Boback 2006; Boback and Siefferman 2010; Porras 1999).  

The species is sexually dimorphic and females are generally larger than males. Males also 
have more prominent pelvic spurs (remnant hind legs) and proportionally longer tail (Page et 
al. 2008).   

 

Figure 3. Boa constrictor Photo: Jens Raschendorf (CC BY-SA 2.5) 
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Behaviours and Traits 

Like most snakes, boas rely on strong vomeronasal senses. This is produced through a patch of 
sensory cells (Jacobson’s organ) within the main nasal chamber that detects heavy moisture-
borne odour particles (Zug 2016). The boa’s continual tongue flick exposes the organ to the 
scent or pheromone. As a result, they constantly sense chemical cues in their environment 
(Ernst and Ernst 2003).  

Boa constrictors have good vision, even into the ultraviolet spectrum (Sillman et al. 2001). In 
addition, they can detect both vibrations in the ground and sound vibrations through the air 
through their jaw bones. They do not have external ears, and, unlike most boids, boa 
constrictors lack thermosensory pits (Mattison 2007).  

Food and Foraging 

Boa constrictors use their sharp, backward-curving teeth to grasp prey and their bodies to kill  
by coiling and constricting, cutting off the blood supply to vital organs (Bartlett and Wagner 
2009; Reed and Rodda 2009). This causes almost instantaneous unconsciousness and death 
(Lindemann and Harding 2009; Montgomery and Rand 1978; Smith 1999).  

They are carnivorous, non-venomous generalist predators, taking a variety of terrestrial 
vertebrates (Bartlett and Wagner 2009; Quick et al. 2005). All prey are swallowed whole, and 
take about four to six days to fully digest (Lindemann and Harding 2009; Stafford 1986).  

Their main prey items include small mammals, birds and their eggs, small lizards, and 
occasionally amphibians. Larger individuals may also feed on mammals such as rabbits, 
monkeys, wild pigs, the Central American agouti, the Cozumel raccoon and coati, and deer 
(Boback 2005; Greene 1983; Henderson 2004; Lindemann and Harding 2009; Quick et al. 
2005). Examination of stomach contents of Boa Constrictors on Aruba Island showed that birds 
comprised 40% of prey taken, lizards 35% and mammals 25%. In the study, 52 separate prey 
items were identified (Lindemann and Harding 2009).   

Reproduction and Lifecycle 

Breeding typically occurs during the dry season (around April to August in much of its native 
range. Depending on local temperatures, gestation can last five to eight months (Bertona and 
Chiaraviglio 2003).   

Boa Constrictors often have multiple mates (polygynous), although only half the female 
population breeds in a given breeding season. This is often attributed to condition whereby 
females reproduce when they are in good physical condition (Stafford 1986). Furthermore, 
females can store sperm for up to 21 months.   

The Boa constrictor is highly fecund, meaning they are capable of producing many offspring 
(McDiarmid et al. 1999). They are also ovoviviparous, giving birth to live, fully developed 
young who are independent within minutes of birth (Bertona and Chiaraviglio 2003). It is not 
uncommon for a female to give birth to several dozen individuals in a single litter, 
occasionally up to 80 individuals depending on condition and sub-species (Andrade and Abe 
1998).  
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Parthenogenesis (reproduction of viable young without fertilisation) has been reported in this 
species (Booth et al. 2011; Booth and Schuett 2011, 2016), although further research may be 
required to support this finding.  

Habitat 

Boa Constrictors occur in a wide range of habitats from sea level to moderate elevations, 
including inhabit lowland, tropical rainforest, arid grasslands and scrub, mountainous tropical 
rainforest, coastal scrubs and marshes, and secondary-growth forests (Greene 1983; Smith 
1999).The species is commonly found in or along rivers and streams, and is a capable 
swimmer (Greene 1983). It is frequently found close to human habitation and has been 
observed in urban and agricultural areas, including cultivated fields (Reed and Rodda 2009). 
This snake is unlikely to make long distance movements provided food and shelter are locally 
available. They have been known to occupy all forest strata where their primary prey (birds) 
are found (Boback 2005), overgrown fields, rocky outcrops as well as trees and logs (e.g., 
Holtzman and others, 2007).   

The Boa Constrictor will occupy the burrows of medium-sized mammals, where it can hide 
from potential predators (Mattison 2007).  

 

Global Range 

The Boa Constrictor has a wide natural range, larger than any other neotropical Boa, 
estimated at approximately 15 million km (Page et al. 2008). Each subspecies occupy distinct 
and restricted ranges from northern Mexico, through Central America (Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama), to South America (including 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, Guyana, Surinam, French Guiana, Brazil, Bolivia, 
Uruguay and north-western Argentina)  

The Boa Constrictor has successfully colonised at least 43 marine islands throughout its range, 
including Dominica and St Lucia islands in the Lesser Antilles; San Andres and Providencia 
Islands (Colombia), Taboga Island (Panama), Trinidad and Tobago, In addition, it has 
established on many other continental islands along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of Mexico, 
Central and South America as well as continental USA, particularly Florida (Albino and Carlini 
2008; Boback 2005; Davis and Smith 1953; Henderson 2004; McDiarmid et al. 1999; Price and 
Russo 1991).  

 



 

 

6  Invasive Animals CRC 

 

Figure 4. Map showing natural range of Boa constrictor. Image taken from. Red dots are native range, 
blue dots are introduced range. Global  Biodiversity Information Facility 
http://data.gbif.org/species/boa constrictor/ August 2017.  

 

 

Potential for Introduction 

The boa constrictor is a robust species, and tend to be shipped using methods that ensure 
high survival, probably approaching 100 percent (Reed and Rodda 2009).   

The primary introduction potential comes from the illegal wildlife trade, although the species 
has been known to be unintentionally transported, usually in fruit shipments (Reed and Rodda 
2009). Almost all known incidents of boa constrictors in Australia have been the result of 
illegally kept individuals. Based on information from the United States where importation of 
the species is legal, it is considered “highly prized” as a pet (Reed and Rodda 2009). 
Therefore there is likely a significant risk of introduction to Australia. However, abundance 
and densities in the wild are unknown.  

Although Boa constrictors have not yet established in Australia, future Incursions are highly 
likely based on the number of incursions that have occurred in the past. Christy and Quinn 
(2017) reported 17 boa constrictors were discovered post-border between 2013 and 2015, 13 
of which were actively held snakes; the remainder are snakes found in the wild, presumably 
escaped or dumped pets.   
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Potential for Eradication  

Existing control tools appear inadequate for the eradication of large established populations 
of boas (Reed and Rodda 2009). In the absence of proven control tools, an effective 
prevention program will be more effective (e.g., Vice and Pitzler 2002), combined with a 
well-organized, rapid response to sightings of colonisers (Stanford and Rodda 2007). A multi-
agency rapid response capacity for giant constrictors was recently developed in the Florida 
Keys and resulted in capture of a large female boa constrictor in early 2009 (Reed and Rodda 
2009). This example offers evidence that developing such capacity maybe effective.   

 

Impacts 

Economic 

Boa constrictors may prey on small livestock, particularly juveniles (Quick et al. 2005). 
However, the snake is more likely to impact the poultry industry, either through direct 
predation of eggs, chicks and adults, or control (Schuett et al. 2005). Since the large species 
is a good climber, strong fencing would be required to protect livestock and poultry. Other 
methods of control, such as trapping and shooting, will also have an economic impact. 

Boa constrictors rarely attack humans except in self-defence as humans (even children) are 
outside the usual range of prey size taken by boas. Boa constrictor bites are painful but are 
not considered dangerous unless they become infected.  

Environmental 

Boa constrictors are predators on birds and small mammals, including bats (Ernst and Ernst 
2003; Greene 1983; Quick et al. 2005) and have the potential to exert high predation pressure 
on our native fauna.  

Although in captivity boas are subject to a wide variety of ailments (Bartlett and Wagner 
2009; Ernst and Ernst 2003; Smith 1999), very little is known of the pathogens in the wild in 
their native range.  Whether or not these pathogens exert demographic effects on boa 
populations, or pose a disease risk to Australia’s native fauna is also unclear. The species is 
known to host a variety of parasites which could negatively impact native fauna (Reed and 
Rodda 2009)  

Social 

As with many of the large constricting snakes, boas would be capable of attacking and 
consuming a variety of companion animals, from caged birds to cats and dogs (Reed and 
Rodda 2009).  Such an attack would almost certainly create extensive media attention and 
anxiety among pet-owners. 
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Legislation 

The high risk and potential pest status of the Oriental garden lizard is recognised throughout 
Australia, as indicated in Table 1.  

Boa constrictors are not listed on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (IUCN 2017), 
although all but one are listed in Appendix II - not threatened but may become so unless 
trade is closely controlled (CITES 2007). The exception is the Argentine subspecies 
(occidentalis) which is included in CITES Appendix I- most endangered among CITES-listed 
species (Page et al. 2008). 

There is little impediment to the application of the control methods, given that most known 
techniques (e.g., trapping, visual searches) are available for use in Australia, with the 
exception of baiting. However, available methods will not discriminate between Boa 
constrictors and native snakes, particularly pythons.  

 

Table 1: Current status of the Oriental garden lizard under jurisdictional legislation 

 

Jurisdiction Legislation Status 

Australia Biosecurity Act 2015 included 

Australia List of specimens taken to be suitable for 
live import 

not included 

Western Australia Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 
2007 

prohibited 

South Australia Natural Resources Management Act 2004 prohibited 

New South Wales Non-Indigenous Animals Regulation Category 2 high 
risk  

Queensland Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route 
Management) Act 2002 

Class 1 declared 
animal 

Victoria Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 prohibited 

Tasmania Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002 controlled 
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Image Library 

This section contains a library of images and copyright licences that can be used in a range of related printed and electronic extension 
materials.  

Copyright Licence Restrictions of Use 

Table 1 is a list of copyright codes and their terms of use that relate to the images in the catalogue. The terms list what you can do and 
how you can use each image. 

Type Terms of Use 

No copyright No copyright restrictions known and no permissions required 

Attribution -  2.0 Generic 
(CC BY 2.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/2.0/legalc
ode 

 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution - No Derivs 2.0 
You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

Generic (CC BY-ND 2.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
nd/2.0/legalcode 

 

commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 
Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 No Derivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the 
modified material. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution – Non 
Commercial 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY-NC 2.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
nc/2.0/legalcode 

 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Non Commercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution - Non 
Commercial - No Derivs 2.0 
Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/2.0/legalcode 

 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Non Commercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes. 

 No Derivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the 
modified material. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution – Share Alike 
1.0 (CC BY-SA 1.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
sa/1.0/legalcode 

 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions 
under the same license as the original. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution - Share Alike 
2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0) 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
sa/2.0/legalcode 

 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Share Alike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 
contributions under the same license as the original. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution – Share Alike 
2.5 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.5) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
sa/2.5/legalcode 

 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Share Alike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 
contributions under the same license as the original. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution – Share Alike 
You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

3.0 Unported (CC BY-SA 
3.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0/legalcode 

 

commercially. 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Share Alike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 
contributions under the same license as the original. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

Attribution – Share Alike 
4.0 International (CC BY-
SA 4.0) 

https://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-
sa/4.0/legalcode 

 

You are free to: 

 Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even 
commercially. 

 Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

Under the following terms: 

 Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor 
endorses you or your use. 

 Share Alike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your 
contributions under the same license as the original. 

 No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

No Copyright - CC0 1.0 
Universal (CC0 1.0) - 
Public Domain Dedication 

https://creativecommons.
org/publicdomain/zero/1.
0/legalcode 

 

No Copyright 

 This license is acceptable for Free Cultural Works. 

 The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public domain by 
waiving all of his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, including all related and 
neighbouring rights, to the extent allowed by law. 

 You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without 
asking permission.  

Other Information 

 In no way are the patent or trademark rights of any person affected by CC0, nor are the rights that 
other persons may have in the work or in how the work is used, such as publicity or privacy rights. 

 Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated a work with this deed makes no 
warranties about the work, and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to the fullest extent 
permitted by applicable law. 

 When using or citing the work, you should not imply endorsement by the author or the affirmer. 

Public Domain – US: Public 
Domain – Out of copyright 
worldwide 

 This media file is in the public domain in the United States. This applies to U.S. works where the 
copyright has expired, often because its first publication occurred prior to January 1, 1923.  

 This image might not be in the public domain outside of the United States; this especially applies in the 
countries and areas that do not apply the rule of the shorter term for US works, such as Canada, 
Mainland China (not Hong Kong or Macao), Germany, Mexico, and Switzerland. The creator and year of 
publication are essential information and must be provided. See Wikipedia: Public domain and 
Wikipedia: Copyrights for more details. 

Public Domain  – work 
prepared by an officer or 
employee of the US 
Government – USGS 

Acknowledging or Crediting USGS as Information Source 

 Most U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) information resides in the public domain and may be used without 
restriction. When using information proper credit is given. Note that some non USGS photographs, 
images or graphics require permission from the copyright holder under the copyright law. 

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
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Type Terms of Use 

https://www2.usgs.gov/vi
sual-
id/credit_usgs.html#copyri
ght 

Public Domain  – work 
prepared by an officer or 
employee of the US 
Government  

https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Copyright_status_of_
work_by_the_U.S._govern
ment 

 A work of the US government is "a work prepared by an officer or employee" of the federal government 
"as part of that person's official duties." 

 In general, under section 105 of the Copyright Act, such works are not entitled to domestic copyright 
protection under U.S. law and are therefore in the public domain. 

 This act only applies to U.S. domestic copyright as that is the extent of U.S. federal law. The U.S. 
government asserts that it can still hold the copyright to those works in other countries. 

GNU General Public 
License, Version 2 

https://www.gnu.org/lice
nses/old-licenses/gpl-
2.0.html 

 

This work is free software 

 You can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published 
by the Free Software Foundation. 

 This work is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but without any warranty; without even the 
implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose.  

 
 

  

https://www2.usgs.gov/visual-id/credit_usgs.html#copyright
https://www2.usgs.gov/visual-id/credit_usgs.html#copyright
https://www2.usgs.gov/visual-id/credit_usgs.html#copyright
https://www2.usgs.gov/visual-id/credit_usgs.html#copyright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_status_of_work_by_the_U.S._government
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Image Library – Boa constrictor (Boa constrictor) 

Note: Until available online, high resolution images can be requested via michelle.christy@dpird.wa.gov.au 
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