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Background 

Under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act), all landholders 

and managers have responsibility for managing declared pests (which include weeds 

and pest animals) on their property.  

A Recognised Biosecurity Group (RBG) is a mechanism under the BAM Act that enables 

landholders and communities to develop a coordinated approach for declared pest 

management in their area. A coordinated approach at a landscape scale is most 

effective, delivers a better outcome for the whole community, and is the preferred 

approach by the Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia (DAFWA). 

Biosecurity groups may be formed without going through the process of being 

recognised by the Minister for Agriculture and Food as a RBG. These can provide the 

functions of a community coordinated approach however, following the setting of a 

declared pest rate (DPR) in the area by the Minister, only a RBG can have money 

allocated to them from the Declared Pest Account (DPA). The DPR is matched with 

funding from State Government. A biosecurity group can be of any form and for any 

biosecurity control purpose, however a RBG has a more formal structure and specified 

purpose. 

All local governments have land management responsibilities, and their responsibilities 

in declared pest management will greatly assist community participation. While local 

government is not obliged to play any role in biosecurity groups, DAFWA encourages 

local government involvement in providing community leadership and some support for 

these groups. Most groups will be at a regional scale comprising multiple local 

government authorities.  

The following information provides answers for local governments to some questions 

regarding the formation and delivery of biosecurity groups, including RBGs. 

What are the obligations of local government regarding 

biosecurity groups? 

Under the BAM Act, local government is required to control declared pests on land for 

which it is responsible. Local government is not obliged to play a role in biosecurity 

groups, however it is encouraged to take an active interest in their local pest 

management issues.  

http://agric.wa.gov.au/


Is the community-led approach simply cost-shifting by the 

State government? 

The Western Australian (WA) government approach is consistent with principles in the 

national Inter-Governmental Agreement on Biosecurity (IGAB), which the WA 

government has signed. One of the IGAB principles advocates biosecurity as a shared-

responsibility between governments, industry, natural resource managers, custodians or 

users, and the community. The emerging, sustainable model for established pest 

management is based on committed community collaboration with industry/landholder 

leadership rather than an emphasis on government driven approaches underpinned by 

enforcement. 

This approach is being adopted nationally, recognising that governments do not have 

unlimited financial resources, and that enforcement-driven approaches for established 

pests are not highly effective. Cooperation and collaboration across communities, 

industries and governments is essential to achieve sustainable approaches to managing 

established pests into the future. 

Can local government collect the declared pest rate? 

No. Under the BAM Act, the rate is collected by the Office of State Revenue and 

deposited in the DPA. The amount collected through the DPR assessment is matched 

by the State Government. With the consent of a RBG, the Minister may authorise 

DAFWA’s Director General to transfer money to the RBG from the DPA. 

Will local government be expected to contribute financially 

to biosecurity groups? 

Under the BAM Act, there is no obligation for local government to contribute financially to 

biosecurity groups. 

Can local government provide funding? 

Biosecurity groups are free to seek and obtain funds or other resources from any source, 

however only a declared pest rate is eligible for matching funding under the BAM Act. 

Any funding provided from local government would be considered public funding, and 

would not be eligible for matching state funding. It is important to note, that during 

formation and before being recognised (and the determination of a DPR), groups will 

need support in establishing themselves. 

Are local governments contributing to the declared pest 

account through current local government rates? 

No, rates collected by local governments are viewed as public funding, and are not 

eligible for matching state funding. Only a DPR specific to a RBG is eligible for matching 

state funding. 



Is land vested in local government subject to rating? 

No. Only private land or property owners within the prescribed area are subject to rating. 

State and local government land is not subject to rating. 

How are boundaries for biosecurity groups determined? 

A biosecurity group may have any size or boundary, however when forming as a RBG, it 

is preferred that the area is defined along local government boundaries. If a small gap 

exists between two or more proposed or existing RBGs, DAFWA will liaise between 

those groups to ensure that the areas are fully covered. DAFWA may then recommend 

to the Minister that an area of responsibility for a RBG be expanded to include the 

possible gap if there is potential for duplication or omission of some areas. 

Is there a minimum or maximum size regarding the area to 

be managed? 

The size of a RBG is determined through consultation processes. It is not prescribed by 

government. The optimum size is a balance between community connectedness and 

administrative efficiency. Biosecurity groups are most effective in addressing invasive 

species at a landscape scale. Some groups may form at a reasonably large scale but 

with smaller sub-groups that have more operational relevance at a local scale. DAFWA 

prefers to work with the larger-scale RBGs recognising that formation of numerous small 

groups could present difficulties in maintaining support services. There may also be 

limitations to a smaller groups’ capacity to raise sufficient funds to manage widespread 

invasive species at a landscape scale. 

It is recommended that biosecurity groups form as relatively large groups across local 

government boundaries to ensure they can effectively manage invasive species that 

exist throughout the landscape. 

RBGs should not be smaller than one local government area. It is anticipated that they 

will include four or more local government areas. 

How can local government support biosecurity groups? 

There are many ways local government can support biosecurity groups in their area, 

especially during the early stages of formation. These include encouraging and assisting 

with community engagement, goodwill support, provision of funding, assistance with 

administration support, and recognition of the good work done by the biosecurity group. 

Can officers outside of DAFWA be appointed as 

inspectors? 

Under the BAM Act, the Director General may appoint a person as an inspector, 

including local government employees. 



Can local government apply for a weed to be removed from 

the declared list so it may be classified as a local pest 

plant? 

Yes. DAFWA would consider the proposal and provide a relevant recommendation to 

the Minister. It is important to note that funds through an RBG can only be spent on 

declared pests – see the next point 

Can the declared pest rate be used for management of 

undeclared pests? 

No. The declared pest rate can only be used for management of pests that are declared 

under the BAM Act.  

How does a recognised biosecurity group differ to an 

industry funding scheme?  

Industry Funding Schemes (IFSs) are also a mechanism under the BAM Act for the 

management of declared pests. An IFS enables producers to raise their own (that is, 

private) funds for managing pests and diseases that directly threaten the profitability and 

the competitiveness of enterprises in their industry. The funds raised through this 

mechanism are not matched by the State Government. A RBG differs in that it is 

intended to deliver measures that are implemented across the landscape and potentially 

several forms of land tenures, and result in both public and private benefits. 

Further information 

For further information on biosecurity groups, please refer to the DAFWA website, 
agric.wa.gov.au, or contact your local DAFWA office. 
 

Important disclaimer 
 

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of 

Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise arising 

from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 
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