
 

THE HUNT BEGINS! 

 

The annual hunt to detect and eradicate 

European wasps (Vespula germanica) from 

WA has begun!  

Guard your BBQs, monitor your pet’s food and 
check the insects you scoop from the pool! 
European wasps, we are looking for you! 
 
They look like wasps but don’t fly with dangling 
legs. Instead, they fly more like bees. They are 
black and yellow like a paper wasp, but with 
completely black antennae (feelers) and a nest 
10x the size. You won’t find it under the fence 
capping though, these pests prefer to hide their 
nests underground, just beneath the surface. The 
nest will contain thousands of wasps and the 
entrance can be as small as a 20 cent coin. 
 
They’re annoying like flies and they like the foods 
and drinks that we do, even your pet’s food isn’t 
safe – but swat one and you’ll discover they sting 
repeatedly. Accidentally swallow one that has 
crawled into your drink, or disturb their nest or step 
on it, and you will be seeking urgent medical 
attention!  
 
This pest has threatened to establish in WA since 
six nests were found and destroyed near Fremantle 
in 1977. Widely established across most of 
southern Australia, these ‘cane toads of the South’ 
hitchhike their way into WA each year, and this is 
the 43rd year spent competing in a sophisticated 
game of ‘Hide and Seek’ against this highly 
adaptable and dangerous pest. 
 
The summer and autumn months present the only 

window of opportunity we have to detect, locate 

and eradicate European wasp nests from your 

homes, parks and bushland reserves. If not found 

by May, nests release hundreds of fertile queens 

who can start nests of their own, and the population 

can explode. If this happens, these pests will be 

here to stay. 

This year we are heavily focused on the Perth hills 

(Darling Scarp) where nests are particularly difficult 

to detect and locate, but European wasps can turn 

up anywhere, so everyone must keep watch. 

Join the hunt and LOOK for the behaviours 
described – these are unique amongst the insects 
in WA. REACT by covering food and monitoring 
drinks if wasps are seen in your area, or restrict 
access to any suspect nests. REPORT all suspect 
activity and nests to the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development via the 
reporting options below.   
 
For more information about the eradication 
program, how to identify wasps or how you can 
help further, see agric.wa.gov.au/wasps or 
contact our Pest and Disease Information Service. 
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