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Health and Welfare of Dogs in WA 

Draft Standards and Guidelines 

Re 10.2: The training techniques or aids to train a dog and the duration of such training must not 

cause harm to the dog 

I would like to comment on two aspects of the proposed guidelines, namely the proposed 

prohibition of prong collars and the restriction on e-collars. For reasons outlined below, I believe 

that these proposals, whilst no doubt well intentioned, are going to be counterproductive and 

detrimental to a significant number of dog owners, and more importantly, their dogs. 

I write from the perspective of a dog owner, who has two German shepherds, one very high drive 

working line, the other one a show line.  Our previous two dogs were rescue dogs. Whilst our current 

ones aren’t, we would certainly consider taking on rescue dogs again in the future. We consider our 

dogs part of our family. They live in our house, sleep next our bed (and often jump up for a cuddle), 

we make sure they get plenty of exercise and stimulation, they get high quality food, we often take 

them on holidays with us. In short, they are an important part of our lives.  

As a dog lover, I want to see dogs protected by the law.  I presume that the proposed restrictions on  

devices such as prong and e-collars are motivated by the potential for injury to dogs, which the 

incorrect and inappropriate use of these devices can undoubtedly result in. I do in no way condone 

the use of these devices on dogs in a manner that causes injury or suffering. However, the correct 

use of both devices is an excellent and invaluable training tool for some - not all -  dogs.  

I use the prong collar on my dogs when I take both of them for walks together in areas where we are 

likely to encounter other dogs.  I do this because both are very dog reactive when on the lead, they 

lunge and bark and due to their combined weight are difficult to control. I have tried everything else 

before using the prong (reward training, gentle leader, harness, martingale collar and choke chain). 

Reward training does nothing in this situation for a high drive dog, and neither does the harness, or 

the martingale. The gentle leader is the only viable alternative. Unfortunately neither of my dogs like 

it. The male tolerates it but the female hates it. She throws a tantrum when I put it on her (ie rolls 

around on the floor and refuses to walk anywhere), whereas she is unconcerned about the prong. I 

have tried a choke chain in the past but it is nowhere near as effective. Also, I do not like the choke 

chain because I am concerned that it might cause injuries to my dogs’ throats. My dogs are not 

deterred by the choke chain, they pull into it really hard until they cannot breathe properly. The 

prong, on the other hand, is one short tug, they usually quickly stop the aggression, they can breathe 

properly, and it most certainly does not cause any injuries on their skin (if it did there is no way I 

would use it on them). They have very thick fur and I only use a high quality one, whose prongs do 

not cause any injuries when properly used. I attend dog training once every week and the trainer has 

shown me how to use those. It is, in short, the most efficient way to walk my dogs without them 

becoming a nuisance or danger to anyone else and with me having full control of them at all times. 

The dogs don’t mind it, it comes off immediately after the walk, and it allows for a quick effective 

correction. 

Like all training devices, the prong is not for all dogs. But for large, high drive and thick coated 

breeds, they are excellent.  

By all means make sure people don’t use them in a way that causes injury, that people get 

professional advice on how to use them, that they use models which are good quality and most 



importantly that they are not left on the dog for extended periods of time and unsupervised, but 

banning them altogether is unnecessarily restrictive. 

 

As to e-collars, they allow my dogs to enjoy as much freedom as possible, to have off lead time every 

day so that they can play, sniff, interact with other dogs and chase the ball or whatever else they 

want to play. I would describe both of my dogs’ recall as good. I have trained recall with them ever 

since they were puppies. I have taught them with food rewards and other rewards, and they still get 

the occasional food or toy reward for a good recall. But their recall is not 100 % and they are both 

highly driven, at times rambunctious, and boisterous large dogs. When their prey drive takes over 

(eg when they see a bird) or they play chase with another dog, calling them back and waving a 

reward will do nothing. The e-collar will give them a quick correction and prevent them from running 

onto the road, or approaching another dog who may be anxious and not want to be approached. 

Both of my dogs are well socialised but they are big and powerful. I do not want them to run 

towards smaller dogs and frighten the dog and/or their owner. They usually don’t when I call them, 

but they are not perfect, and sometimes a recall won’t work. When I take them to a remote beach, I 

want to be able prevent them from running into the bushes where there might be venomous snakes. 

Restricting the use of e-collars would severely curtail my dogs’ freedom.  

 

I know a number of people who use e-collars and prong collars. All of these people love their dogs. 

They take them to training every week. They make sure the training devices are used correctly. They 

do not choose prong collar or e-collar as a lazy option because they cannot be bothered to train their 

dogs – on the contrary, they are very invested in dog training. They spend a lot of time attending 

training, socialising their dogs, teaching their dogs to do the right thing because they want their dogs 

to have a good life, they want to be able to take them to places, the dog park, the dog beach etc. 

 

Positive only training might work for some dogs. It does not always work for dogs with a high drive, 

or aggression issues. Those dogs require an appropriate correction at the right time as well as 

rewards for good behaviour. Please do not take these training devices away from people who love 

their dogs and have spent countless hours training them and using the devices correctly and without 

causing damage to their dogs. 

 

People who use training devices in a manner that injures or harms their dogs already can, and 

should be, prosecuted under the current legislation.  But restricting effective training devices will 

curtail the freedom of many dogs and make their lives much more miserable. And in cases of dogs 

with serious behavioural problems, it may even result in those dogs being abandoned by their 

owners because they cannot get their behaviour under control. Instead of restricting or banning 

these devices, people should be encouraged to consult professional trainers on how to use them 

correctly. 

I have seen a number of trainers both for my current and previous dogs. I am aware that there are 

very different training methods, and often very strong opinions about the “right” way to train a dog. 

My experience from my own dogs is that what might work on one dog will not necessarily work on 

another dog. Please allow people to choose the training methods and devices that work best for 

their dogs.  
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