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Sent: Tuesday, 4 June 2019 9:13 PM 
To: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au 
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Please find attached submission for the proposed dog standards guidelines. 



 

Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health and 
Welfare of Dogs in Western Australia  

Public Submission Form 

 Respondent information 

Company or association represented by this 
submission  

 

 

 

Postal / business address 

 

 

Your name 

 

 

 

Email 

 

 

Phone number 

 

 

Consent to treat this submission as a public document 

Your submission will be made public and published in full on the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (department) website unless you ask for it to be 
confidential. Your name will be included but your contact address will be withheld for privacy. 

It is important to note that even if your submission is treated as confidential by the department, 
it may still be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 or any other applicable 
written law. Submissions that contain defamatory or offensive material will not be published. 

Do you wish this information to remain private and confidential? (Please mark the applicable 
box). 

I acknowledge that this submission 
will be treated as a public document 

This submission is confidential 

 

If you have marked your submission as confidential, please identify any specific parts which you 
feel need to be kept private. 

I am formally requesting that my personal information be kept private (personal 
information to mean my name (first and last), physical and e-mail address and any other 
information that could be used to identify me personally. 

 

Y  

N/A 

 

 

 

N/A 
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 Feedback on the draft Dog Standards and Guidelines 

1. Please indicate if you are any of the following: 

×Companion dog owner  

×Working dog owner  

☐ Sporting dog owner 

☐ Dog breeder  

☐ Dog trainer  

☐ Pet shop owner or employee 

☐ Other pet business owner or employee  

☐ Local government employee  

☐ Local government elected member  

☐ Rescue organisation employee or volunteer (including foster carer for dogs) 

☐ Veterinarian  

☐ Veterinary nurse  

☐ I do not own or care for a dog  

☐ Other (please specify) ______________________ 

 

2. Should people who own or keep dogs have to comply with minimum standards for 
the health and welfare of dogs?  

3. Should people who breed dogs have to comply with minimum standards for the 

health and welfare of dogs?  

 

4. Should people who care for dogs in a domestic dog operation have to comply with 
additional minimum standards for the health and welfare of dogs?  

5. Do you think that the proposed standards and guidelines in the document reflect 
community values and expectations for the acceptable treatment of dogs?  

Yes – although these guidelines should not be stricter than those imposed on human 
parents with human children. I.e. dogs should need to be exercised properly, although I 
don’t believe it is appropriate to dictate to the community how does are to be exercised. 

Yes – The focus should be on mental health and temperament primarly, physical 
abilities second, and appearance should be third or final on the list of priorities. 

Yes – many providers already do and I believe these existing standards are for the 
most part appropriate. The onus should be on pet/dog owners to do their research and 
find providers they are comfortable with. 

Some yes, some not at all. 

I think the proposed changes to standards for breeding i.e. focus on temperament are 
extremely important and are not currently being practiced. However, some proposed 
changes about dog training, I find to be unrealistic and problematic in how restricted 
they are with tools and methods of dog training. 
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6. Do you think that complying with proposed minimum standards in Part 2 - General 
Care of Dogs will increase the cost of owning a dog?  

 

 

7. Comments or issues relating to Part 2 - General Care of Dogs of the draft Dog 
Standards and Guidelines. Please indicate the page, section and title for each part 
being commented on. 

If applicable, please identify any evidence of likely costs, benefits or other impacts 
that may arise from the proposed Standards and Guidelines.  

No comments – supportive of all proposed changes.  

 

8. Do you think the key issues about the general care of dogs have been adequately 
addressed in Part 2 of the draft Dog Standards and Guidelines? Please provide any 
suggestions for alternative options. 

 

  

9. Comments or issues relating to Part 3 - Domestic dog operations of the draft Dog 
Standards and Guidelines. Please indicate the page, section and title for each part 
being commented on. 

If applicable, please identify any evidence of likely costs, benefits or other impacts 
that may arise from the proposed Part 3 Standards and Guidelines.  

 

 

 

 

 

No 
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10. Do you think the key issues about the care of dogs in a domestic dog operation 
have been adequately addressed in Part 3 of the draft Dog Standards and 
Guidelines? Please provide any suggestions for alternative options. 

 

I believe dog training should be for the benefit of the dog and the owner, and I believe 
that most behavioural problems in dogs are the result of poor breeding practices (i.e. 
breeding for appearance, over temperament). That being said, the proposed changes 
in Part 2 will address this eventually, albeit we must allow for some passage of time 
for improved breeding practices to work their way through the community, and cannot 
expect that existing dogs with behavioural issues simply be put down or issues 
addressed with ‘positive only’ methods. 

It should be noted that most dog owners are comprised of households where majority 
of the humans in the household are either at school or work for the majority of the 
day, and it should be noted that majority of households in Australia also see pets as 
‘part of the family’ meaning that during the ‘family hours’ the pets spend as much time 
inside with family members, as parents spend with their human children. 

Page 17 G10.2 – Having owned a number of dogs myself, I can say that positive only 
trailing does not work for all dog personality types. Furthermore, positive only is not 
correctly defined as the notion that we ‘reward’ wanted behaviour and ‘ignore’ 
unwanted behaviour does not take into account that the ‘ignoring’ is in fact a negative 
training tool. So first we must acknowledge that there is no such thing as ‘positive 
only’ as the withholding of reward is in and of itself a ‘punishment’. 

Having friends with ‘reactive’ dogs, have spent close to $3,000 on ‘positive only’ 
training methods (including but not limited to ‘puppy school’ in-home behavioural 
consults, group obedience training, outdoor/situation one on one consult in a park 
around other dogs and people, on walks etc) that were unsuccessful and resulted in 
their reactive dog nipping other dogs and in some cases people on the hand as a way 
to ‘create space’ with positive only training techniques not providing the dog or the 
owners with sufficient structure to improve or correct the behaviour. 

Once a ‘balanced’ dog trainer was engaged, in 1 one-hour consultation ($300) and 
utilising various training tools such as a prong/choke chain ($150) WITH positive 
reinforcement, significant improvements were seen with the dogs behaviour once a 
clear communication channel had been opened to communicate with the dog what 
was acceptable and unacceptable behaviour in the human world. It cannot be 
acceptable for a reactive anxious or stressed dog to physically harm a human by 
nipping them, and then at the same time have it be unacceptable that the dogs owner 
use some form of non-abusive punishment to communicate to the dog that it is 
unacceptable to physically harm humans. Even though the impact of a ‘nip’ is not 
significant i.e. not a full bite and no mauling, it still can cause damage depending on 
the size and strength of the dog, i.e. a jack russel ‘nip’ may cause a pinch or scratch, 
but a ‘nip’ from a Rottweiler may cause more damage to human skin. Similarly, the 
force and level of ‘punishment’ for the dog may need to be altered i.e. the same 
training technique and force cannot be expected to work for a daschund lunging at 
people on a lead, to a great dane lunging at people on a lead. 

 

Page 18 G10.5 – Most pet owners seek training when a dog is already showing signs 
of anxiety or stress, training is often beneficial and helps give the dog confidence, 
thereby reducing anxiety and stress as the dog learns how to function in the world of 
humans. 

 

Yes – pursuant to comments made in relation to question 9 above, I believe key issues 
about the care of dogs in a domestic setting/operation have been adequately addressed. 
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11. Other comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature                                                                            Date 

 

 

 

Returning this form:  

Please return submissions by 5pm on Friday 7 June 2019  

Email: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au  
 
Post:  Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 

Animal Welfare Regulation  
           Locked Bag 4 

  Bentley Delivery Centre 
WA 6983 

Important disclaimer 
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or 
otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it. 

Copyright © Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 2019 

I believe a strong focus needs to be on the breeding standards of dogs to minimise the 
risk of nervous, anxious and stressed dogs. Furthermore the environments in which dogs 
are bred and raised in their key development ages (i.e. prior to collection by new owners) 
needs to be addressed to ensure a calm environment is provided which is supportive to 
the learning and development of pups, including positive exposures to humans, other 
dogs, cars, children etc. 

 

I don’t believe that at present this is being adequately addressed, while this very issue is 
the very cause for many behavioural issues that are present with dogs and dog ownership 
at present. 

4/06/2019 
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