
From:  
Sent: Friday, 7 June 2019 4:47 PM 
To: dog.standards@dpird.wa.gov.au 
Subject: Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Attachments: Written Submission Dogs in WA.docx 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
Please find attached my written submission on the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the Health and 
Welfare of Dogs in WA. 
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7 June 2019 
 
Dog Standards and Guidelines Consultation 
Animal Welfare Regulation 
Locked Bag 4 
Bentley Delivery Centre WA 6983 
 

RE: Written Submission Comments on the Draft Standards and Guidelines for the 
Health and Welfare of Dogs in WA. 
 
 

Part 2 – General Care of Dogs 
Section 1 – General 
2. Transfer of ownership  
 
G2.4 Wherever practicable, intended owners of a puppy should be allowed to 
appropriately socialise and interact with the puppy, its littermates and its dam 
and sire prior to transfer of the puppy. 
 
COMMENT: Agreed, though it should also be a requirement that the puppy’s health and 

Sire’s and Dam’s health must not be compromised, ie: a puppy’s immunity is low, making the 

puppy vulnerable to disease before being fully vaccinated. eg; no introduction to un-

vaccinated dogs brought in by a potential owner/family. 

 

Section 2 – Housing and transport 
3. Minimum housing conditions  

S3.4 Reasonable steps must be taken to prevent a dog from suffering heat or cold stress. 
 
COMMENT: This should be stronger. ‘Reasonable’ is too open for interpretation. 

 

G3.2 A dog’s housing and environment should be checked on a daily basis.Faeces, urine 
and soiled food should be removed and contaminated bedding replaced. 
 
SUGGESTED CHANGE: A dog’s housing and environment should be checked at least 
twice a day. Faeces, urine and soiled food must be removed and contaminated bedding 
replaced. 

 

G3.9 Incompatible dogs should not be housed in an enclosure together, and should 
be managed and housed in a way that prevents fighting and injury. 

SUGGESTED CHANGE: Incompatible dogs must not be housed in an enclosure together, 
and must be managed and housed in a way that prevents fighting and injury. 
 
 
 



G3.10 A sick or injured dog should be housed in a quiet, warm and dry area away 
from interference of other animals. 

SUGGESTED CHANGE: A sick or injured dog must be housed in a quiet, warm and dry 
area away from interference of other animals. 
 

5. Tethering of dogs 

Tethering is the securing of an animal to an anchor point to confine it to an area. Swivel 
tethers on a fixed running tether are the preferred type of tether as they may reduce the 
likelihood of entanglement and injury. A coated cable or good quality metal chain is less 
likely to break or become tangled, and is therefore preferred over rope. 

COMMENT: Re: coated cable: A thin wire cable can easily wrap around a dogs leg(s), 

causing harm and injury to a dog (potentially can sever a dogs leg) so a minimum thickness 

and rigidity should be specified. 

 

S5.2 A dog must not be tethered for a period exceeding 30 minutes unless: 

(e) the tether is fitted with a swivel and is checked daily;  

SUGGESTED CHANGE: Checked often throughout the day. 

 

G5.5 A tethering site should be relatively flat, dry and maintained daily; this includes 
the removal of dog faeces. 

SUGGESTED CHANGE: A tethering site should be relatively flat, dry and maintained daily; 
this includes access by the dog to clean drinking water, and the removal of dog faeces. 
 

G5.6 The size and weight of chain or cable used to tether a dog should be appropriate to the  
size of the dog, and not hinder the dog’s movement within the tether site. 
 
COMMENT: Thin wire cables can do severe injury to a dog, so more rigid heavier coated 

wire should be specified even for smaller dogs. 

 

6. Transport of dogs 

S6.2 A dog must not be transported on the open back of a moving vehicle unless 
the dog is: 
(a) provided adequate shelter during extremes of weather; and 
(b) suitably secured by; 
(i) enclosing the dog in a transport crate fixed to the vehicle; or 
(ii) restraining the dog by a tether, where the length of the 
securing lead or chain allows the dog some movement, 
including to stand and lie down, but does not allow the dog to 
jump or fall off the tray. 

COMMENT: There should be a complete ban on the ability to transport a dog in the back of 

a utility vehicle, with the only exception being applied to working dogs operating on a farm 

property, in which case the above would apply. It’s illegal for humans, and therefore should 

be illegal for dogs, to be transported in a ute tray. There is no protection for the dog if the 



vehicle is involved in an accident, and there is too much room for human error in that 

teathers are not always able to be secured to the middle of the utes window bars and 

therefore slide along the bars, giving the dog room to move to the edge of the vehicle with 

the potential to jump out and hang themselves. Other dogs on the street are at risk of attack 

if the tethered dog in the ute breaks free. Dogs are also exposed to extreme heat/cold. 

Therefore making G6.1 redundant. 

 

Section 3 – Health and husbandry 
7. Health and veterinary care 

De-barking 

S7.4 A surgical alteration procedure must only be performed on a dog by a 
veterinarian, and; 
 (b) in the case of a debarking procedure, is performed for a medical reason 
or as an alternative to euthanasia of the dog when reasonable and 
documented effort has been made to reduce barking behaviour through 
other training techniques, and these have not been effective. 

COMMENT: I don’t agree with debarking as it permanently destroys a dog’s natural ability to 

communicate.  

 

8. Food and water 

As a guide, dogs require 50-70mL of water per kilogram of bodyweight each day for normal 
health. Dogs need more water when the weather is hot, when they are active and when 
feeding puppies. Providing free access to water can be the most convenient way to meet a 
dog’s requirement for water. 

SUGGESTED CHANGE: As a guide, dogs require 50-70mL of water per kilogram of 
bodyweight each day for normal health. Dogs need more water when the weather is hot, 
when they are active and when feeding puppies. Dogs must have access to clean 
drinking water at all times. 
 

G8.10 Automatic feeders or watering devices should be checked daily to ensure 
proper function and cleanliness. 

SUGGESTED CHANGE: Automatic feeders or watering devices should be checked twice 
daily to ensure proper function and cleanliness. 
 

11. Exercise 

G11.3 Care should be taken to limit intensity and duration of exercise in very hot 
conditions and during the hottest part of the day. 

SUGGESTED ADDITION: Dogs must not be taken for a walk on paving, concrete, sealed or 

unsealed roads in the heat of the day, when these areas are hot to touch.  

 

 



13. Electronic collars 

(d) a collar is not left on the dog for more than 12 hours in any 24-hour period; 
 
COMMENT: 12 hours is too long. Electronic collars can cause permanent damage to a dog’s 

throat area if left on too long. These collars are often used on the dog when the owner is 

away at work. Some manufacturers say 8hours max (I would like that reduced further) and 

not to be worn with any other collar. 

 

14. Euthanasia 

S14.1 Euthanasia must be conducted by intravenous injection of a euthanasia 
agent administered by a veterinarian, or another person authorised to 
administer such an injection under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1960, unless: 
(a) there are reasonable grounds for using an alternative method; 
(b) the alternative method will humanely kill a dog; 
(c) the alternative method is performed by a person competent in the 
method; and 
(d) avoids unnecessary injury, pain and distress of the dog. 

COMMENT 

a) There are ‘reasonable’ grounds should be changed to ‘extenuating circumstances’  

b) Too open for interpretation ie: some could put forward they thought ‘drowning or 

death by another means’ is more humane.!! 

 

S14.3 A person must not kill a dog as a means of managing an unwanted puppy or 
an unwanted or retired breeding dog. 

COMMENT:  Or any healthy unwanted or abused dog, unless extenuating circumstances 

exist and euthanasia is by a qualified veterinarian.  

 

Section 4 – Breeding 
15. Breeding of dogs 

COMMENT: To be granted a ‘Registered Breeders’ license, a representative from the 

issuing body must physically visit the establishment/home of the intended breeder to ensure 

all Animal Welfare law’s/ regulations/guidelines are being adhered to, and the applicant is of 

the right disposition to be granted a breeding license. 

 

Part 3 – Additional requirements for domestic dog 
operations 

Section 1 – Introduction 
Appendix 1: Enclosure size and design 

Enclosure design 
Enclosures used for long-term confinement of dogs should be of a design that allows for 
environmental enrichment, choice and comfort. Where metal and concrete floors are used, 



care should be taken to ensure the comfort of the dog, and minimise the risk of pressure 
sores and foot injuries. Metal flooring and roofing can become extremely hot in warm 
weather, while metal and concrete flooring can be cold in cooler weather. Including 
enclosure furniture, such as raised platforms or sleeping quarters and providing appropriate 
bedding may reduce adverse health effects from enclosure housing materials. 

COMMENT: Metal flooring should not be allowed in any long-term enclosure. A crate should 

only be used for short periods of time, and soft bedding must be provided inside the crate. 

Metal enclosures should never be used outside in the elements. Concrete enclosures MUST 

have raised bedding and a soft bedding option for the dog. 

 

Where dogs are housed in an area with access to a pool, dam or other or body of water, 
they should be supervised and trained to get out of the water if they jump or fall in. 

COMMENT: Pools must be fenced off and access to a pool denied to a dog, as it is a child, 

unless fully supervised at all times. Grass areas need to be mowed and kept low to prevent 

hidden hazards including snakes. 

 

End. 
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